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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


ON WEDNESDAY, The Duke of Edinburgh presented to 
apprentices the educational award medals of the L.M. er" 
p 


“ T, PERSONALLY, am worried over the likelihood of a failure, 
not so much to maintain our architectural heritage in the 
National Trust sense, as to define a policy to renew and enrich 
it,’ said Mr. Howard Robertson, in his presidential address 
to the R.I.B.A. on Tuesday. “I feel, and fear, the lack of 
affectionate care in siting and designing in suitable materials 
many of such buildings as are important enough to have an 
impact on the limited spaces of this little island.” p. 648 


“ MANY BUILDINGS being erected to-day are shoddy and 
the client is not getting what he is entitled to expect,” said 
Mr. A. R. F. Anderson, F.R.I.B.A., at the Architectural 
Association, when he delivered his presidential address on 
October 29. p. 652 


THE EXHIBIT of the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment at the Public Works Exhibition includes a display of 
provisional house plans for 1953. The plans, which have not 

yet been finalised, are reproduced on p. 655 


THE EIGHTH ARTICLE in our series entitled “Progress on 
the New Towns” deals with East Kilbride. p. 657 


CHANGES in the Town and Country Planning Act affecting 
Development Charge are forecast in a speech by Mr. Macmillan. 
p. 674 


A REPLY TO MR. TUCKEY’S recent strictures on the use 
of shingles in connection with fire risk 1s made by a scat 
p. 6 


IN THE LAST MONTH the price of lead water piping has 
dropped by £25 10s. to £131 per ton. Falls in the prices of a 
number of other materials have also occurred during the my 

p. 





SCOTTISH BUILDING PROSPECTS 


DESPITE a certain amount of pessimistic talk about the 

future of the building industry, architects in Scotland 
still find themselves, in the majority of cases, with as much 
work as they can comfortably handle. Some, however, are 
not so sure that this happy state of affairs will continue 
throughout 1953, although when the country needs such 
large numbers of houses, factories, churches and public 
buildings of all kinds it is hard to see how anything less than 
a general slump could materially lessen the demand for their 
services. 

This is not to say that the pattern of work will remain as 
it is, and already the tendency towards greater freedom from ° 
controls has been felt in the industry and the profession. 
Relatively few private houses are built in Scotland, and this 
is likely to remain so for a long while, but first the raising of 
the proportion of private houses that might be built from the 
ratio of one in ten to one in five, and more recently the removal 
of all central restrictions, have already been felt by architects 
who had previously been confined to “ bread-and-butter ” 
alterations and adaptations, and requests are now being 
received for the design of new houses. ‘The issue of licences 
remains, of course, at the discretion of local authorities. 

As elsewhere in the United Kingdom, shortage of steel 
remains thé principal material factor in delaying building 
progress, and much new work, particularly on factory and 
industrial buildings, cannot for this reason be started until the 
next allocation falls due. In particular, reinforcing rods are 
reported to be particularly difficult to obtain. Scotland 
has also another shortage—and this is not felt nearly so acutely 
in other parts of the kingdom—and that is of bricks. But 
while few would like to prophesy when steel will.once again 
become plentiful, brick production in Scotland has shown a 
most promising increase in the last two years. In 1950 the 
figure was 584 million, and this year it is expected to reach 
730 million, an increase of about 25 per cent. Here it would 
prove a great advantage, particularly in view of the decline 
in the use of stone, the traditional material for facing build- 
ings, if good facing bricks could be produced in reasonably 
large quantities. At present architects find that if they 
want to specify them, facing bricks have to be imported from 
England, with consequent high charges for transport. Scot- 
land still produces only 27 per cent. of her cement require- 
ments; the remainder must be imported from England. 
Softwood supplies are regarded as adequate. 

Recurring shortages of bricks and cement, coupled with 
the rises in price which have occurred in recent years, have 
led to increased interest in the revival of stone for building, 
a raw material of which Scotland possesses superabundant 
supplies. Cost, the reduction in the numbers employed in 
quarrying and in skilled masons have all weighted the scales 
against stone, but it does appear that the gap. between the 
cost of using stone or other materials for building purposes 
has lessened since the war. The Government, through the 
Ministry of Works, has encouraged the use of stone for 
public buildings, and the Hydro-Electric Development Board 
has also made good use of stone in several schemes. In some 
cases an actual saving in cost has been reported from its use. 

Of particular concern in Scotland at the present time is the 
question of how to reduce building costs, particularly in 
the sphere of housing. So many factors enter into the cost 
of building that the problem is not easy, but it is widely felt 
that economies should not be made in standards where this 
means the use of inferior materials but rather in saving of 
space through the exercise of ingenuity in design. Present- 
day high cost of maintenance is attributed, in part, to so- 
called economies, and the mistake is not likely to be repeated. 

Building, which now enjoys practically full employment, 
has now assumed the position of the largest single industry 
in Scotland, with a labour force of 124,000, of which 36,500 
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are now engaged on house-building. It is doubtful if the 
man-power situation will allow of this figure being much 
exceeded, and it therefore appears that, if the rate of building 
is to progress, this must be brought about by the use of 
new and improved techniques and materials, better and more 
efficient management and a greater will to work on the part 
of the operatives. 


THE DUKE AND THE APPRENTICES 


THE imaginative action of the council of the London 

Master Builders’ Association two years ago in setting 
up an educational awards fund, to stimulate a more general 
interest in apprenticeship and in building education, has been 
crowned by the action of the Duke of Edinburgh this week in 
presenting at the Mansion House—in the presence of the 
Lord Mayor of London and a distinguished company— 
the medals gained by 14 indentured young men in the City 
and Guilds of London Institute craft examinations. 

The scene in the Egyptian Hall as the Duke presented each 
boy with his medal will not soon be forgotten, nor the inspiring 
words of his address. The message which they hold will 
spread far beyond London, and will do much to bring home 
to young men and their parents the truth that building is 
indeed the noblest of the arts of man and that those who 
conscientiously fit themselves to take part are enabled to 
gain that satisfaction which mastery of a craft especially can 
bring. 

On master builders no less than on the apprentices is 
squarely laid a duty. ‘‘ This new Elizabethan age is one of 
great development and daring in which we want to see youth 
at the helm,” said Mr. Woodbine Parish, “ but that youth 
must be well trained.” The Duke of Edinburgh’s lively 
interest has done much to put heart into those—employers, 
lecturers and craft instructors and, not least, parents—on 
whom rests the responsibility for that all-important task. 


“TO SEE OURSELVES...” 


HETHER Mr. Howard. Robertson and Mr. A. R. F. 
Anderson—those members of the presidential chain- 
gang, as Sir Hugh Casson has called them—have been in 
collusion we do not know, but it is true that the presidential 
addresses delivered by them to the R.I.B.A. and the Archi- 
tectural Association respectively form a perfect complement, 
and together define in a remarkable way the architect’s place 
in the contemporary scene. Mr. Robertson, as President 
of a learned society, elected to speak not on the administrative 
problems to-day besetting the architect, but rather to restate 
his claim as a creator of permanent beauty. The address, 
delivered to a full house on Tuesday night, was a proud 
and wise apologia of the architect’s great calling, felicitously 
phrased and splendidly delivered. He has sounded a 
clarion call which will hearten his brother architects and will 
help greatly in the long but necessary task of educating the 
building public in the meaning of architecture. 

More sober in subject but no less valuable is the contribution 
of the President of the A.A., which, like Mr. Robertson’s 
address, is printed in these pages. None of us much like 
criticism of our efforts, but architects do well to remember 
that their position as leaders of the building team lays on 
them a particular obligation from time to time to stand back 
and look critically at themselves, to define any weakness and 
to strengthen themselves at every point. Mr. Anderson 
ranged in his address over a wide field of building subjects 
and his points will be studied with advantage by practising 
architects as well as by builders. It is a matter for regret 
that custom does not allow discussion of A.A. presidential 
speeches, but we shall hope that there may nevertheless be 
wide consideration in many places of an address the content 
of which has waited over long to be said. 
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Presentation of L.M.B.A. Medals by 
the Duke of Edinburgh 





The Duke of Edinburgh presenting the 
Silver Medal for Carpentry and foinery to 
21-year-old Gordon Fupp (Croydon Poly- 
technic), of Westbourne-road, Croydon. 
Apprenticed with R. Mansell, Ltd.,Croydon. 





The Duke of Edinburgh presenting the 

Silver Medal for Woodcutting Machinists’ 

Work to 19-year-old Albert Eric Somers 

(Brixton School of Building), of Moncrieff 

Street, Peckham. He is a woodcutting 

machinist employed by the Alliance Foinery 
Co., Lid., of Brixton. 





The platform party prior to the presentations. Left to right : Miss 

Florence Horsbrugh, Minister of Education ; Mr. D. E. Woodbine 

Parish, President of the London Master Builders’ Association ; the 

Duke of Edinburgh ; the Lord Mayor of London, Alderman Sir 

Leslie Boyce ; Str Frederick Handley Page; and Mr. David 
Eccles, Minister of Works. 
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Building Apprentices at the Mansion House 


THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH PRESENTS L.M.B.A. MEDALS 


R.H. THE Duke oF EDINBURGH, 

¢ K.G., K.T., honoured the London 
Master Builders’ Association on Wednes- 
day, when he presented the Association’s 
educational award medals to apprentices 
successful’ in the final and intermediate 
examinations of the City and Guilds of 
London Institute, of which His Royal 
Highness is president. There were present 
in the Mansion House the Sheriffs, the 
Ministers of Education and of Works, the 
Presidents of the National Federations of 
Employers and of Operatives, Masters of 
the ten Livery Companies connected with 
the building industry, the Presidents of 
the R.I.B.A., the Architectural Associa- 
tion, the R.I.C.S. and the Institute of 
Builders, the chairman of B.A.T.C. and 
members of the council of the L.M.B.A. 
and the London Regional Joint Appren- 
ticeship Committee—these in addition 
to the 14 medallists with their parents and 
employers and representatives of their 
Schools of Building, as well as about 250 
other apprentices and students. 


THe Lorp Mayor (Sir Leslie Boyce, 
K.B.E., M.A.), who presided, welcomed 
His Royal Highness and then called on 
the President of the L.M.B.A. (Mr. David 
Woodbine Parish) to explain the scope of 
the educational awards scheme. 


After expressing the Association’s most 
sincere thanks for the high honour the 
Duke had conferred upon them by 
coming in the Association’s 80th year 
to present the first awards, Mr. ParisH 
said that the presence of the Masters 
and Clerks of the ten Worshipful City 
Companies connected with the building 
crafts provided the historic and traditional 
background for the ceremony, because 
through many centuries they had assured 
the future well-being of their crafts by 
fostering the age-old practice of appren- 
ticeship. So to-day, the master builders 
carried the burden of responsibility for 
the recruitment and training of the future 
craftsmen of a great industry, a responsi- 
bility in which they were admirably 
assisted by the technical colleges, by the 
Operatives and by the City and Guilds of 
London Institute which had been respon- 
sible in large measure for the continuous 
development of technical education by 
promoting, by its examinations, high 
standards of craftsmanship. 


Some two years ago (continued Mr. 
Parish) the L.M.B.A. established an 
educational awards fund, having three 
aims in mind: first, to stimulate among 
employers an understanding of the funda- 
mental importance of apprenticeship ; 
second, to produce greater liaison between 
the 32 technical colleges in London 
offering building crafts instruction and 
the Association as individual employers ; 
and, third, to give the fullest support to 
examinations in building subjects, particu- 
larly those of the City and Guilds. The 
awards scheme had two distinct parts, 
one, the award of silver and bronze 
medals, and two, the annual grant of 
L.M.B.A. prizes in the form of Awards 


of Merit with bounties of £5, to the best 
student of the year in building subjects 
at each of the London technical colleges 
with the building department. The 
basis of the award of the silver and bronze 
medals was the Final and Intermediate 
examination of the City and Guilds, the 
medals themselves having been designed 
by Mr. Cecil Thomas. 


The 14 medal winners were apprenticed 
to 12 different employers, one being a 
local authority, and no fewer than 10 
different technical colleges had shared in 
the theoretical instruction ; that indicated 
a uniformly high standard of training in 
the colleges. ‘‘I should like,” said Mr. 
Parish, “to pay a warm tribute to the 
work of the lecturers and craft instructors 
for their very important work.” 


In conclusion Mr. Parish said: ‘‘ We 
stand at the beginning of a new Elizabethan 
age, an age of adventure and daring, an 
age in which we want to see youth at the 
helm. But that youth must be well trained 
and it is our responsibility and duty as 
employers to see that the accumulated 
knowledge and experience of those who 
have gone before, blended with our own 
current experience, is passed on to those 
who will succeed us.” 


THE DUKE’S ADDRESS 


After presenting the medals the DUKE 
OF EDINBURGH, in his address to the 
students, said he had been interested to 
learn that no fewer than a fifth of all those 
who took the City and Guilds of London 
Institute’s examinations entered in build- 
ing subjects, and it was to encourage 'still 
further interest in building as a career 
that the L.M.B.A. had offered these 17 
medals, the award of which was “no 
minor distinction.” 'There was plenty 
of room in the building industry, he said, 
where they could find satisfying jobs. 

The Duke went on to say that buildings 
reflected the times in which they were 
built, and this was not only true of good 
buildings ; slovenly building and jerry- 
building was also there for all to see. 
But craftsmanship could be learned, and 
if they chose they could play their part 
in the erection of well-designed, sturdy 
and lasting buildings. 


The overriding requirement of ‘the 
building industry to-day was in housing, 
for people must be housed. In this 
connection the building industry’s most 
important duty was to reduce the cost of 
building without reducing its quality. 
The boys he was addressing had made a 
wonderful start, and were on the thresh- 
old of a fine career, and he wished them 
the very best of luck. 


Miss FLORENCE HorssruGH, the Minister 
of Education, said they were trying at her 
Ministry to make the link between industry 
and education stronger, and to get teachers and 
industrialists working together as partners. 

Mr. Davip Eccies, Minister of Works, 
said that the building industry was doing well 
and, as an example, eleven bricks were being 
laid to-day where ten were laid a year ago. 
He also spoke of the importance of a steady 
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The Medal, designed by Cecil Thomas. 


flow of apprentices to the industry and the 
need for making more use of the findings 
of the Building Research Station and narrow- 
ing the gap between research and practice. 
Apprentices should aim at doing as good 
work as their fathers, “‘ but by modern 
methods.” 

Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, who thanked the Duke of Edin- 
burgh on behalf of the builders of Great 
Britain for his great interest in technical 
education, said that the maintenance of a 
skilled craft force made facilities for technical 
education essential, and these facilities must 
be available to all who were considering 
entering building as a career. But the pro- 
vision of technical education was only half 
the problem, for it was only natural that boys, 
when they left school, were not always so 
enthusiastic when they found that, on starting 
work, they were expected and required to con- 
tinue attendance at classes both for one whole 
day a week and also in the evenings. 

“It is because my Federation and its ten 
Regional Federations are so fully conscious 
of the fact that something more than the pro- 
vision of adequate technical education facili- 
ties is necessary that prize schemes, of which 
this pleasant ceremony this morning is 
part, have been inaugurated in all parts of the 
country,” he declared. 

After Mr. Robertson’s speech, Mr. Wood- 
bine Parish presented the Duke of Edinburgh 
with the first of the medals to be struck. 


THE MEDALLISTS 


Phas NNTRY AND JOINERY: Silver Medal— 
Jupp (R. Mansell, Ltd. Croydon er ag 
Sb Medal—B. TAYLOR (Killby and Gayford, Ltd 
— a of Building). 

WOODCUTTING MACHINISTS’ WORK: Silver 
Mua E. Somers (Alliance Joinery Co., Ltd. Brixton 
School of Building); Bronze Medal—P. Gites (Y. J. 
Lovell and Son, Ltd. Hammersmith School of of ae, 

BRICKWORK: Silver Medal—R. A. Bo: 

Green Borough Council. — East Landen Tr 
College); Bronze Medal—E. Nutter (Trollope and 
Colls, Ltd. Tottenham Technical College). 

MASONRY : Silver Medal—No pence recommended; 
Bronze Medals—Two candidates with — marks— 
R. A. GLENIN (Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd. Brixton 
School of Building); B. A. SmirH (Holloway Bros. 
Centon, I Ltd. Brixton School of Building). 

PLASTERERS’ WORK: Silver Medal—No anes 
recommended ; Bronze Medal—R. T. GADSDEN (J. 
— Fmt Co. (Plasterers), Ltd. Hammersmith Gi 
of B 

PAINTERS’ AND DECORATORS’ WORK : Silver 
Medal—No award recommended; Bronze Medal—No 
award recommended. 

PLUMBERS’ WORK: Silver Medal—J. W. JosLin 
(A. Grant and Sons. Woolwich bg pow 3 Bh 


oe A. emery cd ts -» Ltd. 
Wimbledon Technical Col or}: 
BUILDERS QUANTI i: Silver Medal 


(Measurement of Quantities)—K. J. 
Walker and Slater, Ltd. Willesden F iniel College) $ 
Silver Medal (Analysis = Pricing}—N. Doucias 
(Marshall Andrew and Co., . The Polytechnic, Regent 
Street); Bronze Medal—J. ye (Trollope and Colls, 
Ltd. ‘Twickenham Technical College 

The Silver Medal is omeng > b in the Final Examination 
in each subject, Bronze Medal in the Intermediate. 
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The Royal Institute of British Architects 


MR. HOWARD ROBERTSON’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


HE Henry Jarvis hall of the R.I.B.A. 
headquarters was full on Tuesday 
night when Mr. Howarp ROoBERTSON, 
M.C., A.R.A., S.A.D.G., delivered his 
presidential address. His talk was followed 
by slides which showed, he said, “a 
random collection of buildings of 
various periods which I believe to qualify 
as architecture, just as a visual reminder 
that the thing exists.” 
Mr. Robertson said : 


Few people will deny that one of the 
greatest pleasures of existence is to visit 
other places and other countries. Contact 
with different climates, or nationalities, or 
scenes, provides an endless satisfaction and 
stimulus. Anda major interest against this 
fresh background are the customs, manners 
and idiosyncrasies of people and races, 
especially when interpreted through the 
medium of the arts, and of architecture in 
particular. 


So strong is the magnet of the visual 
arts, architecture, painting, sculpture, that 
people are drawn across oceans and 
continents just to see and feel what human 
beings have been impelled to express and 
create, thereby. satisfying one of the 
deepest of human urges and, incidentally, 
enriching their country and the lives of 
their fellow creatures. The prestige and 
attraction of great works of art never 
perish. They outlast in permanence of 
esteem, and certainly affection, all the 
great accomplishments of _ scientists, 
warriors, and statesmen. Only music and 
literature endure in like degree, but their 
appeal is physically more circumscribed. 


A CULTURAL FORCE 


This aspect of .the arts, and I speak of 
British architecture especially, is but im- 
differently apprehended, and appreciated 
chiefly on the plane of the material benefits 
accruing. That our cathedrals and great 
houses and charming villages attract the 
tourist trade is admitted at the financial level. 
But that a continuance of the attitude of 
mind and spirit which brought them forth 
is a duty owed to our national inheritance, 
and a constant necessity to our spiritual 
development, is much less understood : 
whereas it should, in fact, be reckoned as a 
vital part of our programme for maintaining 
our position as a cultural force and influence. 

To define architecture with a bluff terseness 
as “shelter” was a popular gambit with 
the sponsors of the functionalist creed when 
it was being developed before the last war. 
The term was very properly used to clear the 
ground. But like all over-simplifications, it 
became dangerous. For to accept it without 
qualification would be to endorse a universal 
expression of building based primarily upon 
the spread of international structural tech- 
niques. 'This would logically lead to indulge 
again in over-simplification, to the emergence 
of an international architectural expression, 
adopted regardless of peoples or climates ; 
something imposed by the sheer power of 
techniques if not by the remorseless fanaticism 
of the disciples of an “‘ ism.” 

Not many moments of reflection are 
necessary to show how dangerous it would 
be to regard art and architecture as subject 
only to the rational factor and the pressure 
of a kind of world mass-production, the 





ostensible motive power of which would be 
the satisfaction of material and economic 
needs. Out of this process there would 
almost certainly evolve new minimum 
standards, diminishing like those sets of 
boxes within a box. Apart from the crushing 
of the humanistic spirit, there would come the 
corollary of the awful monotony of high 
speed travel, faster and faster, by supersonic 
or atomic machines, to visit places and 
their peoples who would be living, working, 
and worshipping in buildings as _ like 
to those we had just left. A world, I fear, 
tending towards a major and soul-destroying 
boredom. 

We are happily still far from such a depres- 
sing era, but the architect and those who 
employ him should be warned, vigilantly 
on guard, and prepared to fight tooth and 
nail for the freedom of individual, lecal, and 
national expression to exist. 

Paul Valéry defined architecture as ‘“‘ the 
most finished, the most total of the arts.” It 
can never remain as that if it ever comes 
about that pre-planned architecture is solidi- 
fied into types and purveyed, ready prepared, 
in an officially sponsored package. The 
architect himself has to remember that 
architecture is an art, and that it is part of 
his mission to remain an artist with cultivated 
sensibilities. He must strive, whatever his 
employ, to maintain his identity as a pro- 
fessional man with independent views and 
vision in a world where circumstances encour- 
age the acceptance of an employee mentality. 


DANGERS OF REPETITION 


Buildings—houses in particular—have to- 
day to be designed for cheap and speedy 
erection to meet a desperate need. Plans of 
standard type are produced, with elevations 
more or less off the peg. This may be a 
present necessity, but one hopes 
it will be considered an un- 
desirable policy for domestic 
needs over the long-term period. 
Let us not lose awareness of the 
psychological dangers of exces- 
sive repetition, and consider on 
the practical side the slum- 
creation possibilities of multi- 
plying repetitive types based 
on expediency alone. Although 
manufactured homes can fill 
specific needs and have attrac- 
tive export possibilities, there 
must surely be for us some 
better solution than that of 
evolving a packaged architec- 
ture, which incidentally pro- 
duces its own peculiar problems 
of obsolescence. The greatest 
attention should, I feel, be paid 
to conserving our existing 
buildings and to encouraging 
regional traditions, and to en- 
suring continuity in the erection 
of a few really fine quality 
buildings, as one would plant 
a new tree, to replace those 
that.have fallen through old age 
or misadventure. 

It seems to me that the key 
to avoiding the pitfalls of sheer 
expediency lies in studying our 
building needs from a dual 
angle ; on the one hand that 
of prime necessity, and on the 
other that of national ideals. 
Following such study would 
come a programme for the 
practical. means of fulfilment, 
embodying, as I think it should, 
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a fresh approach to the possibilities of closer col- 
laboration between architects and the building 
industry; including amongst other aims 
that of maintaining the local and _ regional 
materials and crafts which in the past have 
made our small country so entrancing to 
explore. On this latter point, I feel that the 
French have been well advised in rebuilding 
the core of a number of their historic war- 
damaged towns and villages in a manner 
contemporary yet respecting local feeling and 
tradition. In a few years the identities of 
these places will probably be found to emerge 
comparatively intact. ‘The level of the design 
and work is frequently uneven, but the inten- 
tion is praiseworthy and far-sighted. 

A further task is to find some way of 
ensuring the decencies of planning and design 
without excess of baffling regulation and 
control. Better here perhaps a few mistakes 
and failures than a gradual killing of the 
adventurous. creative spirit. Architecture 
can never thrive in any society which comes to 
accept its notions of what is seemly from 
regulations or the findings of committees, 
however qualified their members. It must 
find its own level. History shows that 
buildings of merit are not always recognised 
at once. But if there is a strongly nurtured 
culture in a country and education puts more 
stress on the importance of orderliness and 
good manners, the worst’ aberrations would 
gradually cease to happen; and the minor 
ones remain only as warnings or possibly as 
intriguing curiosities. 


MULTI-PURPOSE DESIGN 


You will gather that I, personally, am 
worried over the likelihood of a failure, not 
so much to maintain our architectural heritage 
in the National Trust sense, as to define a 
policy to renew and enrich it. I feel, and 
fear, a decreasing appreciation of quality, the 
lack of affectionate care in siting and designing 
in suitable materials many of such buildings 
as are important enough to have an impact 
on the limited spaces of. this little island. 
Every architectural achievement enriches, but 


The RIBA Presidential Portrait of Mr. A. Graham 
Henderson, ARSA, painted by Mr. W. O. Hutchin- 
son, PRSA, and unveiled at the RIBA on Tuesday 


eventing. 
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each blemish or blunder helps to whittle away 
eur dwindling national store of architec- 
tural beauty. It is true that between the 
very good and the deplorable we can dis- 
tinguish an architectural zone of perhaps 
decent but undistinguished accomplishment, 
a sort of multi-purpose production, an “‘archi- 
tecture d’ameublement”’—to borrow a simile 
from Constant Lambert. Such a non- 
committal safety-first architecture develops 
all too readily under the stress of present-day 
conditions. 


A RICH VEIN OF TALENT 


To restore one’s ebbing confidence, there 
is happily to be found a rich vein of archi- 
tectural talent in this country,. and it has 
been tapped to considerable effect by some 
of our more enlightened public authorities. 
Architects working in a contemporary spirit 
have excelled themselves in many instances ; 
in schools, which reach a high level of accom- 
plishment; in factory buildings and in 
industrial design ; and in housing, both in 
houses and flats, many of which are planned 
and outwardly designed with a skill unsur- 
passed in other continents. There is here 
only one sad reservation to be made, that 
in so many cases the materials are, through 
force of economics, unworthy of the design, 
while in others has been attempted a brave- 
new-world look which will not long resist 
the rigours of our climate. An architecture 
for the British Isles must be conceived not for 
the benefit of the photographer on completion, 
but as one that really weathers. And where 
we lapse in that respect we show failure to 
appreciate one of the best aspects of our own 
fine tradition. 


I have spoken of some aspects of our 
architectural problem, but now I would 
refer more specifically to the architect him- 
self ; for in safeguarding the future of our 
countryside and cities it is in the last resort 
the architect who is the mainstay of our 
hopes. 


The architect (and I apologise to those 
here who know him better than I do) is a 
man of qualifications and _ responsibilities 
so diverse that there is scarcely any section 
of the building or engineering industry 
wherein someone does not firmly believe 
that he could do the job much better. (In 
my more irritable moments I have felt 
how satisfying it would be to have this 
hypothetical person in the office for six 
months and let him both try his hand and 
break his heart.) 


ARCHITECTURE A SERVICE 


Architecture is a service to the public, 
and that is something apt to be forgotten ; 
but it should be nevertheless practised as 
an art, as something more than a commercial 
pursuit. The qualified architect is a cus- 
todian of standards, a trustee for his clients’ 
interests, a judge of the suitability of sites 
and buildings, and one who spends much 
of his life between the upper millstone of 
his clients’ needs and the nether one of a 
stony finance. For him, therefore, business 
knowledge is obligatory ;:and having to deal 
with enactments and councils and corpora- 
tions, he should be a bit of a lawyer too. 
He should, of course, possess an alert know- 
ledge of engineering, structure and materials 
old and new, of drainage, heating, lighting, 
interior decoration and furnishings, and the 
specific requirements of many specialised 
buildings. He must also be a psychologist, 
understand all men and some women, have 
infinite patience and philosophy, and be 
prepared to be occasionally rung up out of 
hours by agonised and peremptory voices. 
He must have the habit of committees and 
their chairmen and come to know which type 
does not understand line drawings and the 
neue Sachlichkeit. He must be capable, 
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when roused, of being a forceful salesman, 
but on other occasions must learn to repress 
an anxious eagerness. He must be familiar 
with all questions of licences, permits, town 
planning enactments, and the latest and 
stiffest hurdles constantly erected by resource- 
ful legislators in front of any new building 
project. Like a surgeon or a doctor, he must 
keep abreast of all research and inventions, 
and read much more than the equivalent of 
the Lancet or the Practitioner. 


It is just as well that he should be pre- 
sentable, clean, cultivated, knowledgeable 
about painting and sculpture, and able to 
put up a good case when the inevitable storm 
breaks over applied art in his buildings and 
the Philistines come upon him. He must, 
finally, be prepared for capricious and un- 
controllable variations in his annual income 
on the all-or-nothing scale. 


Should any builder, quantity surveyor or 
engineer wish to lay a claim to the above 
qualifications as additional to his own, I 
can only conclude that he is not fully occupied 
in his own trade or profession, or that he is 
looking blissfully—altogether too blissfully— 
over the garden wall. Nevertheless the wind 
of criticism and disquiet has blown against 
the profession of architect, including gusts 
from within the industry itself. Professor 
Gropius, for example, late of Harvard, would 
like to see the architect functioning also as a 
master builder. And a contractor, Mr. 
Levitt, who has built hundreds of small 
houses in the U.S.A., has said in public 
that the architect is just a headache : though 
the odd thing is that in many speculative 
building enterprises an architect, of a sort, 
can be dimly discerned in the shadows of 
the back-room. 


ENDURING QUALITY 


Most practising architects to-day have 
come to realise that it is fitting to design and 
build in the spirit of our time. But many 
of us dislike to be pushed about too obviously 
by any clique or preached at by propagandists. 
With maturity in our professional life comes 
the thought that gradualness is not to be 
despised ; that quality endures where excite- 
ment quickly palls ; that no building should be 
critically judged in isolation from its context 
and without knowledge of all the factors in 
the particular building problem ; and that 
conditions of climate, and matters of 
maintenance, are major considerations in 
designing. . 

As regards schools and styles, new materials, 
new architecture, there are so many words of 
wit and wisdom scattered through our archi- 
tectural archives that I am happily absolved 
from attempting to add to them. Not very 
surprisingly, many men of quite diverse 
views have come, throughout the ages, to 
very similar conclusions. In respect of the 
tyranny of cliques, for example, I remember 
a comment of Raymond Hood (the dynamic 
architect of the Chicago Tribune, the American 
Radiator Company, and of the Daily News 
building in New York) to the effect that he 
wished ‘“‘ we could all work with our own 
sense of discipline and be free as the devil.” 
Then there was another modern-minded 
American architect who complained that the 
architecture of New York looked first like a 
mausoleum, and then later like an exhibition 
of pastrycooks. Aptly enough, the three 
great architects who did most of the work in 
those pregnant days of modernism were 
referred to by Frank Lloyd Wright as “ the 
Three Functioneers.” 


Lastly, worth considering by ourselves 
in relation to the future, is a reflection that 
the late Sir Edwin Lutyens made—and on 
this I will conclude. What he said is this: 
“Granted new materials, it is easy to produce 
novelty. But it is just as difficult as ever to 
create a work of art.” 


and less. 


VOTE OF THANKS 


In moving a vote of thanks to the President, 
Mr. HucHu Moxzson, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Works, said they had been 
privileged to hear a most arresting, original 
and inspiring address; one that carefully 
balanced the duty to preserve the past and the 
duty to produce work in this generation com- 
parable to that produced in the past. He 
hoped that our great houses would not be 
allowed to disappear merely because they had 
ceased, owing to economic difficulties, to be 
useful as places of domestic residence, and 
he told the meeting that the Prime Minister 
had, that afternoon, introduced a Bill to 
preserve these great country houses. 


He appealed to architects to economise on 
building materials in their designs. The 
country was in need of more building than ever 
before and there were many economies that 
could be made, but he said there was no 
doubt that the greatest economy could be 
made in design. 

Referring to the President’s remarks on the 
obstacles that architects had to overcome in 
the way of licences and other restrictions, he 
said that it was definitely the policy of the 
Government to do away with licences and 
controls, and concluded by giving an assur- 
ance that the Government were endeavouring 
to administer their duties in a manner that 
would be acceptable to the architectural 
profession as a whole. 

When Sir Geratp KeELty, President of 
the Royal Academy, was called upon to 
second the vote of thanks, he said he hoped 
that it was clear that all the “‘ serious stuff ”’ 
had come to an end. They had heard the 
President’s address and had watched the 
lantern slides and, speaking for himself, he 
said he had found the latter more entertaining. 
They had heard Mr. Molson talking gloomily 
of the shortage of materials and had practically 
been told to build more and more with less 
“*T am a painter,” he said, “‘ and I 
assure you that relatively speaking I use very 
little and I promise that I will paint thinner 
than ever.” 

Of the President himself, Sir Gerald said : 
“* Lately we have been sitting side by side on 
a committee and I would like you to know 
how very sensible he is.” 

The vote of thanks was formally put to the 
meeting and Mr. RoBERTSON, in acknowledg- 
ing the response, said he considered that he 
had had rather a narrow escape ; Sir Gerald 
Kelly could have been far worse! 

In unveiling the portrait of Mr. A. G. 
Henderson, the retiring President, Mr. 
Robertson said of him: ‘“‘ He was so able 
that I have some hesitation in following him.” 
Before becoming President of the Royal 
Institute, Mr. Henderson had been president 
of a great many societies and institutions, 
including the Glasgow Institute of Architects 
and the Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland, and, referring to his recent trip to 
America, Mr. Robertson said that if he had 
stayed there long enough, he would 
undoubtedly have become president of the 
American Institute of Architects ! 

The portrait, said Mr. Robertson, was, 
rather appropriately he thought, the work of 
Mr. W. O. Hutchinson, the President of the 
Royal Scottish Academy. 

While realising that the last person to 
comment on a portrait was the sitter, Mr. 
GRAHAM HENDERSON said that he thought Mr. 
Hutchinson had made him appear too 
prosperous. By way of explanation, he said 
that they did not really get down to the 
painting of the portrait until his return from 
America and he put down his prosperous 
appearance to all the hospitality he had 
received out there. ; 

He congratulated Mr. Robertson on his 
very able inaugural address and said he 
could not praise it more than by saying it 
was up to the Howard Robertson standard. 
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PRESTRESSED 
CONCRETE HANGARS AT 
LONDON AIRPORT 


MESSRS. SCOTT & WILSON, 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


MR. KEITH MURRAY, FRIBA, 
(OF RAMSEY, MURRAY & WHITE) 
ASSOCIATED ARCHITECT 


HEN the British European Airways’ 
transfer from Northolt to London 
Airport was decided on after the war, it 
became necessary to construct hangars and 
maintenance buildings on the new site for 
housing and servicing the Corporation’s 
aircraft. ‘The contract for the buildings was 
placed as a result of a competition organised 
by the Ministry of Civil Aviation. Some 20 
contractors were asked to submit tenders 
based on either steel, normal reinforced 
concrete or prestressed concrete construction 
to plans and specifications prepared by the 
Ministry. ‘The winners were Messrs. Holland 
& Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., whose design 
combines reinforced and prestressed, precast 
and in situ concrete,-and also introduces small 
quantities of aluminium and structural steel. 
The buildings are in the south-west corner 
of the airfield. With a ground plan about 
1,000 ft. long by 465 ft. wide, they cover in 
all an area of approximately 100 acres. In 
plan they are U-shaped, a very close compact 
U, with long thick arms and comparatively a 
narrow opening up the centre. The hangars 
are contained in the arms of the U, with 
workshops at their rear facing the centre 
space, which is a 20-ft. wide road. Store- 
houses are situated in the linking wing, the 
base of the U, and known as the north block. 
The main hangars themselves form in each 
case the outer side of the U arms. For 
purposes of construction each arm has been 
divided into five 180-ft. bays, each with its 
own’ 150-ft. wide entrance closed by power- 
operated folding sliding doors. Internally, 
however, there is no division between bays 
and in either area is a clear space of goo ft. by 
110 ft., and 43 ft. high to the underside of 
the roof beams. 
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Above : General view of 
the hangars. 


Interior of the hangars. 








Precas 
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Construction —The hangars have a main 
front composed of r.c. pylons carrying pre- 
stressed frontal beams over the 150 ft. door 
openings. These beams are of in situ concrete 
and are stiffened with precast prestressed 
diaphragms. The roof is formed with section- 
ally precast prestressed beams which span 
the 110 ft. between the frontal beams and the 
eaves beam of the rear wall. Resting on these 
beams are precast prestressed purlins that 
carry aluminium roof decking. 

The pylons, which are 30ft. wide and 
5 ft. 3in. deep, are of hollow box section, 
with walls 4in. thick. At one end of each 
pylon, however, is incorporated a solid column 
which is separated by a construction joint 
from the remainder of the pylon; one end 
of the overspanning beam is in each case 
carried on this independent column, making 
the necessary provision for movement. 
Wherever the beams hear on a pylon expansion 
joints are provided. 

The main beams, which span 150 ft. clear 
between the pylons,’are of hollow box section, 
14 ft. deep by 5 ft. 3 in. wide, with side walls 
4in. thick, a 54in. thick bottom slab and an 
8in. top slab. Projecting from their outer 
face are concrete fins which carry a 9-ft. 
wide continuous cantilevered canopy ; brackets 
to carry crane beams project from their inner 
side. These projections are in fact part of 
the precast concrete diaphragms which were 
cast and prestressed on the site on the 
Freyssinet system, and positioned in the 
formwork before the beams were cast and held 
in place by passing through holes in the 
diaphragms. 

The rear wall of the hangars is constructed 
with r.c. columns placed at 30‘ft. centres and 
carrying r.c. eaves beams. The wall infilling 
consists of 6-in. thick r.c. panels to a height 
of 24 ft. gin., with glazing above. 

Spanning between the main frontal beams 
and the rear eaves beam are the transverse 
roof beams. They are of T section, with a 





Precast diaphragms for main beams, showing cables in position. scaffoldi 
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Erecting secondary beams. 


top flange 3 ft. wide and a web 6ft. deep, 
and both members,only 4 in. thick. These 
beams were precast in stiffened sections 7 ft. 
long and cable holes formed in them on 
casting. ‘The sections were assembled on the 
ground, mortared together with precast 
anchorage blocks at each end and the eight 
Freyssinet cables then inserted. Stressing 
and anchoring the cables united the sections 
into beams which were then hoisted the 44 ft. 
into position, and placed on prepared seatings. 

The consulting engineers 


acting for B.E.A. were 
Messrs. Scott and Wilson, 
Mr. Keith Murray, of 


Ramsey, Murray and White 
being the architect asso- 
ciated with the consulting 
engineers in connection with 
the contract. The design 
was carried out by the main 
contractors, Messrs. 
Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd., in collabora- 
tion with the Concrete 
Development Co., Ltd., 
and the Prestressed Con- 
crete Co., Ltd. Mr. A. E. 
Beer was retained by the 
contractors as consulting 
structural engineer in con- 
nection with the scheme. 
Mr. Philip Evans was the 
quantity surveyor appointed 
by British European Air- 
ways. 


Sub-contractors and 
specialists were : 


Supply axd fix: Morris Hill, 
Ltd., structural steel and asbestos 
penthouses ; $ Aygee,  Ltd., 
patent glazing lentes lights and 
glazing ; Concrete, Ltd., Bison 
floors; D. Anderson and Sons, 
Ltd., aluminium roof decking and 
roof felting; Allen and Greaves, 
Ltd., steel doors, staircases and 
balustrades ; Caswell Crane and 
Erections, Ltd., erection of pre- 
cast beams; Esavian, Ltd., 
hangar doors; E.S.I., internal 
sanitation and external plumbing ; 
Alan Milne, Ltd., plastering ; 
Lindsay’s Paddington ron Works 
(1948), Ltd., crane rails and 
structural steel framing to tem- 
pont floors ; J. A. King and Co., 

d., precast roof lights ; Mather 
and Platt, Ltd., roller shutters; 
Scaffolding (Gt. Britain), Ltd., 


‘olding ; Palmers Travelling 





Cradle and Scaffolding, Ltd., steel runways for travelling 
cradles; South London Decorators, Ltd., painting ; 
Stuart’s Granolithic Co., Ltd., grano floor toppings ; 
Triad Floors, Ltd., Triad roof. 


Supply only: Concrete Develo; eg Co., Ltd. 
prestressed beams and purlins; Dover Engineering 
Works, Ltd., © Gatic’’ covers; Cement Marketing 
Co., Ltd., cement; Girlings’ Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd., 
precast secondary beam elements; Richard Johnson 
and a. ae high tensile steel ; Uxbridge Flint 
— or bricks ; Whitehead Iron and Steel 

Ltd., “and steel ; John Williams and Sons 
(Cardiff), Ltd., metal windows and steel artitioning ; 
Wraysbury Sand and Gravel Co., Ltd., sand and gravel; 
and Pierhead, Ltd., prestressed concrete floors. 


Specialist Sub-Contractors : bes Briggs and Sons, 
Ltd., ‘“‘ Aqualite’’ damp-proo nm Carter and Co., 
Ltd., tiling 5 Art Pavements and Decorations, Ltd., 
terrazzo ; Jeffreys and Co., Ltd., heating and hot 
water, 2 ee installations ; Limmer and Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., acid-resisting and coloured 
asphalt, also tarmac pavings; Johnson. and Philli 
Ltd., installation of sub-station and rin ~ main; Holo- 
plast, Ltd., partitioning; Mather an Platt,’ deluge 
and sprinkler installations; Prodorite, Ltd., aci 
resisting floors; V.G. (London), Ltd., cork and lino 
flooring; The Vaughan Crane Co., Ltd. ., overhead 
travelling cranes; Rashleigh Phipps and Co., Ltd., 
electrical installations ; and John Williams and Sons 
(Cardiff), Ltd., meta] partitions. 


Specialist suppliers : Adamsez, Ltd., sanitary fittings ; 
N. F. Ramsey and Co., Ltd., ironmongery ; : 
Room Equipment Co., Ltd., cloakroom fittings ; British 
Paints, Ltd., paint ; Stic B "Sales, Ltd., external finish 
on concrete ; and P: H. Barker and Son, 'Ltd., hardwood 
and softwood frames and doors. 





Cables being inserted. 
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Architect’sPlace in the Current Building Scene 
MR. A. R. F. ANDERSON’S AA PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


To many buildings being erected 

to-day are shoddy and that the client 
is not getting what he is entitled to expect 
was an opinion expressed by Mr. A. R. F. 
ANDERSON, F.R.I.B.A., at the Architec- 
tural Association on October 29, when he 
delivered his Presidential address. Sir 
Hugh Casson, F.R.I.B.A. (vice-president), 
was in the chair. 


In opening his address the President 
said he was not going to talk about the 
architect as a designer, but rather of the 
duties which came within his sphere. 
Of these, the relationship between architect, 
and client was of great importance, and 
the architect should take care to see that 
such relationship was at all times 
harmonious and effective. While the 
individual client in many ways was the 
easiest to handle, contact with com- 
mittees sometimes required deliberate 
effort on the part of the architect, as there 
was a tendency for interest to wane after 
the initial enthusiasm associated with the 
starting of the building, and when the 
necessity for decisions arose, the com- 
mittee might tend to rely more and more 
on written reports unsupported by dis- 
cussion. This was not a good arrangement. 
It was important that the architect should 
endeavour to attend personally, so that 
full explanations might be given. 


KEEPING WITHIN ESTIMATES 


In the field of industry and commerce 
where future prospects seemed higher, certain 
factors became of increased importance. The 
building promoter in the past had often 
complained, and sometimes with justification, 
that he did not know what kind of building 
he was going to get, that it took longer to 
build than he was told, and that it cost more 
than he had calculated. The building, 
therefore, must be built to time, and within 
the initial estimate of cost, if the client, as 
he was entitled to expect, was to be satisfied. 


**We must do all in our power to avoid in- 
creased costs,’”’ said Mr. Anderson, “‘ and must 
be most careful to ensure the accuracy of the 
very first estimate of cost given to the client. 
Whatever are the changes in the scheme, 
whatever additional work has to be done, 
even to the direct instructions of the client, 
the original estimate is never forgotten, and 
the architect never forgiven, if it was unduly 
optimistic. Another financial pitfall opens 
in our path, when, by reducing the amount of 
P.C. items and by cutting down the contin- 
gency allowed, we try to reduce the amount 
of the lowest tender received, to bring it 
down to the preconceived figure. 


“This is fatal. The final cost inevitably 
creeps up to the amount of the original tender.” 


That aspect of the architect’s work was 
most effectively set out in the ‘‘ Handbook 
of Architectural Practice” issued by the 
American Institute of Architects. He (Mr. 
Anderson) did not think it possible or even 
desirable for all offices in Great Britain to 
set up an elaborate organisation to deal solely 
with job administration, but in the small 
office the architect must be prepared to 
devote a great deal of his time to wise and 
careful administration. 


Coming to the initial stages on the drawing 
board, the architect thought about the building 
and created it in his mind, and then on paper, 
and finally, on the site. He could not do 





all this single-handed ; he must be assisted 
by others, many others, selected for their 
particular knowledge and skill. The archi- 
tect was the master builder, and must always 
be the leader of the team, a position which 
sometimes was not so obvious now as it was 
in days when building was less complex. 


The relationship between the architect and 
the quantity surveyor was an important one, 
and had changed little throughout the years. 
An architect and quantity surveyor, accus- 
tomed to work together, made the best 
possible nucleus in the formation of the team. 
But the quantity surveyor, when he was 
instructed, must be given full information, 
copies of all the working drawings, and 
complete specification notes, if he was to be 
able to do his part of the work properly. 
It was very important to work in the closest 
harmony with the quantity surveyor and to 
give him all the information, as it might 
be that on his skill in estimating might 
depend the whole of the architect’s success 
~ aaa in the commercial and industrial 

e 


THE ARCHITECT THE SUPREME 
CONTROLLER 


The President continued: “I need say 
little about collaboration with consultants in 
structural and mechanical engineering ; they, 
after all, are an extension of ourselves in that 
they are capable of completing the technical 
design of our building, in matters which 
extend beyond our particular professional 
training. Of course, there is much more 
to it than that. The structural engineer, 
probably, will be working with the architect 
on the design of the whole structure, in many 
cases from the earliest sketch plans until 
completing on the site. The consultant, 
too, is concerned to supervise his particular 
part of the work on the site, and this of course 
removes some of the burden of supervision 
from the shoulders of the architect, although, 
whatever responsibility legally must lie with 
consultants, I have no doubt that the architect 
must always be responsible and appear to be 
responsible in the eyes of his client, as he is 
the supreme controller of the whole project.’» 


Referring to the torrent of technical and 
scientific information which, since the war, 
had descended on the industry—information 
which, in the long run, must have its effect 
in improving and cheapening building pro- 
cesses—Mr. Anderson said it was compara- 
tively easy for the architect to make use of 
much of this material in the design stage, 
in the working drawings, and in the specifica- 
tion, but he thought it would be many years 
before the torrent of advice trickled through 
at an acceptable rate to the men on the job 
who finally had to implement it. 


“ Here, then, there is a difficulty. I have 
no doubt that the older men who normally 
are the foremen and leading hands, are the 
best and most conscientious craftsmen, but 
they learned their trade as apprentices under 
masters who learned their trade before the 
1914-1918 war, in the peaceful and prosperous 
Edwardian era. Now, many of the things the 
scientists tell us are in conflict with the rule- 
of-thumb methods learned by these men, such 
methods being relics of more leisurely times. 
It may be difficult for the senior men on the 
job fully to be convinced of the necessity to 
change to up-to-date techniques. The younger 
men, trained more recently, may well have 
this up-to-date information imparted to 
them in their training, but until all on the 
building job are aware of it, and believe in it, 
the advantages of the scientific approach will 
not fully be realised: 


November 7 1952 





Mr. A. R. F. Anderson, F.RI.B.A., 
President, Architectural Association. 


“In addition to the documents on scientific. 
and technical matters, there has been a 
similar spate of advice on how to plan houses, 
and flats and schools, usually accompanied 
by the implied threat that ‘if you don’t do it 
this way, you won’t be allowed to do it at all !’ 
This information, compiled by some of the 
best architectural brains in the country, 
following extensive research and foreign 
travel, is, of course, a brilliant contribution 
in its particular field, at a particular time in the 
history of this country, when it is essential 
to use to the utmost every particle of material 
with the greatest economy, and we must 
cheerfully accept all this as being essential. 
I do hope, however, that one day we may be 
allowed to design with a little more freedom. 
Must.all our houses always be within certain 
rigid categories of floor space and schedules 
of accommodation ? Must all our schools of a 
particular period have dining-halls and stages 
and cloakrooms and then those of the next 
period have only the multi-purpose corridor ? 
Our architects have shown immense brilliance 
in complying with all the multitude of instruc- 
tions, and still designing with rm and 
variety, but in spite of such skill, I feel that 
standardisation, if it is carried on too long, 
may lead to dullness, not the dullness of a 
Victorian street, but a particularly sophisti- 
cated, contemporary dullness.” 

The President then referred to the three 
major Building Reports of recent years— 
the Simon report on the Placing and Manage- 
ment of Building Contracts ; the American 
Productivity Team’s report ; and the Working 
Party report—and quoted some of the major 
recommendations which vitally affected the 
process of building. ‘Those three documents 
had been prepared by the most eminent people, 
all the conclusions arrived at were generally 
acceptable to architects. ‘‘ What have we 
done aboutit?” asked Mr. Anderson. 
“ The R.I.B.A., thanks to the untiring efforts 
of Mr. Waterhouse and Mr. Matthew, made 
strenuous efforts to publicise the work of the 
Anglo-American team. The other documents 
have been referred to on numerous occasions, 
but in the main, nothing has changed ; the 
whole’ process of building proceeds very much 
as it did before. 


NEGOTIATED TENDERS 


“In times of building in traditional con- 
struction, with ample materials of the best 
quality and adequate and skilled labour, 
there was no necessity for the architect and 
builder to come together before the job started 
on the site, but now the architect, advised by 
scientists and helped by his professional con- 
sultants, should collaborate with the builder 
and his section of the team, from the sketch 
plan stage to completion. | I- appreciate that 
this is not wholly practicable if competitive 





precis: 


ii " 
it has 
everyt 
“but 
often 1 
for an 
who o 
always 
expect 
clerk « 
busine 
pearl 
buildir 
With ¢ 
trouble 
archite 
buildin 
standa: 
captain 
often : 
in the 
all con 
of the t 
costing 
all sort 
buildin 
content 
forema: 

«“ Bu 
must s 
being | 


- are sho 


poor i 
getting 
are lot: 
with th 
supply, 
may we 
the higl 
is in su 
always 
appreci: 
reasonal 
forget 1 
and aft 
insist 01 
the pro 

After 
site cles 
builders 


ree 


ze- 
an, 
ing 
jor 
the 
nts 
le, 
ally 


on. 
rts 
ade 
the 
nts 
ns, 


uch 


son- 
best 
our, 
and 


1 by 
con- 
ilder 
etch 


‘itive 





November 7 1952 


tendering in the form we know it continues, 
and I have nothing against this system of 
tendering as such, but it may be that in the 
interests of efficiency, economy and saving 
of time, we may more and more be driven to 
adopt other forms of tendering such as a 
negotiated tender with a general contractor 
so that useful collaboration may be possible 
from the earliest stages. ‘This is an extremely 
difficult and complicated aspect of the whole 
problem, and I do not pretend that I can see 
any obvious solution, merely, I am trying to 
say, that here there is something to be done.” 
The stage where work was started on the 
site was the start of a danger period. Then 
the architect must be most alert. The job 
should not be started too soon. It was most 
important to get the sub-contracts lined up 
and materials ordered. It was most important 
that site meetings should start immediately. 
It was most important that the architect, not 
constantly on the job, appeared to be there a 
great deal so that he was seen to be responsible 
as well as being responsible. It should be 
he who ran the site meetings, for he was the 
one ultimately to give decisions and to abide 
by them. The men on the job liked to be 
given decisions clearly and firmly, and, he 
thought, liked somebody really to be in 
authority and to appear to be in authority. 
“It is not enough, then, for the architect 
to rely on drawings and specifications alone 
to achieve the building he envisages. He must 
constantly satisfy himself by personal inspec- 
tion that the men on the job know what they 
are about, and, what is very important, know 
precisely what they are trying to achieve. 


VALUE OF THE FOREMAN 


** The older I have got the less important 
it has seemed to me to pretend to know 
everything about building,” said the President, 
“but I am sadly disillusioned in finding so 
often that those on the job to whom I appeal 
for an opinion on some practical point, and 
who ought to know their own trade, are not 
always as knowledgeable as one would 
expect.” The general foreman and the 
clerk of works were the key to the whole 
business. A good general foreman was a 
pearl without price. With such a man, 
building was a real joy ; without him, misery. 
With a good general foreman, the day to day 
troubles on the job disappeared and the 
architect glowed with the achievement of 
building. The general foreman set the 
standard and the pace, and although like the 
captain of a ship, or the architect, he must 
often appear to be aloof, an exalted being, 
in the long run he earned the admiration of 
all concerned. ‘‘ I know that the directors 
of the builders’ firm, their surveyors, engineers, 
costing clerks, agents and representatives of 
all sorts, are all essential in the process of 
building, but I think the architect is most 
content to work on the site with the general 
foreman. 

“But here,” continued the speaker, “I 
must strike a discordant note. Many jobs 
being built to-day simply will not do—they 


-are shoddy—poor in the quality of materials, 


poor in craftsmanship—the client is not 
getting what he is entitled to expect. There 
are lots of reasonable excuses; difficulties 
with the quality of basic materials, delays in 
supply, difficulties with labour; all these 
may well be true, but it is our job to expect 
the highest possible standards. The architect 
is in supreme control, and although he must 
always be fair to all concerned, and must 
appreciate the builder’s difficulties, and be a 
reasonable man, the time has come for us to 
forget the inevitable relaxations of wartime 
and after, and to take a firm stand and to 
insist on the proper quality of materials and 
the proper standard of craftsmanship.” 
After “a slight diversion”’ on keeping the 
site clean and tidy, at which, he said, some 
builders were very good, but others seemed 
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to show a complete lack of interest, and on 
the subject of the protection of the works, 
in which “in this country we are singularly 
careless, the different trades often seeming 
to have no interest in preserving work carried 
out in the previous operation,” Mr. Anderson 
concluded: ‘‘To sum up—what are we 
architects trying to achieve? Having been 
trained to design, we must build—efficiently, 
quickly and at the right price, and costs must 
be reduced. We will be required to build by 
clients who expect these things. We are the 
leaders. of a team, consultants, builders, sub- 
contractors, operatives. We must take advice 
from scientists and technicians on planning, 
construction and organisation. We must work 
harmoniously with our client and with our 
team. At all times we must be in control— 
even of small things. We must expect the 
finest possible standard of work—and get it. 
“We must do all these things and they are 
not easy to be done. But if any one of us can 
do these things, and if in the process can 
design a fine building as well, then he is an 
architect—The Master Builder.” 


THE VOTE OF THANKS 


Mr. Howarp’ Rosertson, P.R.I.B.A., 
said that when he heard the President’s 
address he thought of Casabianca standing on 
the burning deck whence all but he had fled. 
Architects were still on the burning deck. 
The President had reviewed the situation in 
which architects were to-day, and said he had 
heard that the building industry was going to 
price itself out of a job. If it did so it would 
put architects out of their job also. But 
architects were not going out; the only 
thing that could put them out was the high 
cost of building; as regards their ability 
there was no doubt. . 

The President’s address had been slightly 
lowering to architectural morale, for he ha 
given a history of things that were too true. 
He (Mr. Robertson) had felt that no man 
should say so many truths and say them so 
quickly. But it was very salutary for archi- 
tects to be given a survey of their unfortunate 
situation in words which nothing could 
eclipse. 

Mr. CHARLES WoopwarD, who seconded 
the vote, set out to define the perfect building 
owner—a person not mentioned in any of 
the Reports to which the President had 
referred. First, the perfect building owner 
must be able to make up his mind clearly as 
to what he wanted. Next, he must be able 
to convey his idea to the architect in words of 
one syllable so that the architect would have 
no doubt as to what the building owner 
wanted. He must then see the plans which 
purported to carry out the architect’s instruc- 
tions, and if he approved them must be 
made clearly to understand that he could not 
make any further alterations. Those were the 
first’ requisites of the perfect client. Then 
he must not come on to the job and order 
variations—a sin that was committed very 
frequently. Having defined the perfect 
building owner, he (Mr. Woodward) was sure 
that no architect had ever seen one. The 
real difficulty to-day was to educate the 
building owner and make him understand 
that if he could not make up his mind but 
would make alterations he must expect a bad 
result. The question was how to get over 
the difficulty. He (Mr. Woodward) had 
asked himself whether in the sixth year of the 
A.A. course there could be a refresher course 
for students and owners. 

The vote of thanks was heartily accorded. 

Those present included: Mrs. Howard Robertson, 
Mrs. W. F. Anderson, Mrs. A. R. F. Anderson, Miss 
Aileen Anderson, Lady Casson, Mr. Gilbert Jenkins, 
Mr. and Mrs.’ Arthur Kenyon, Mr. 4 
Enthoven, Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Knapp-Fisher, Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Braddock, Mr.-A. F. B. And * * 
and Mrs. S. E. T. Cusdin, Mr. C. Lovett Gill, Mr. and 

. M. Pattrick, Mr. and Mrs. E. Forster, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Wilcox, Mr. and Mrs. F 


Mr. Eric Bird, Mr. and Mrs. Gontran Goulden, Mr. 
and Mrs. Roger Norton, and Mr. H. J. W. Alexander. 
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AA MEMBERS’ DRAWINGS 


HE Annual Exhibition of Members’ 
Sketches at the A.A., now on view 
until November 21, is fully equal to 
previous exhibitions in recent years. 
There is definitely an architectural flavour 
in the subject matter and this, together 
with a high standard of proficiency, 
produces a show of considerable interest. 


While it cannot be pretended that the A.A. 
members can always compete with professional 
artists in their own field or achieve the same 
levels of inspiration, they can produce pic- 
tures, both finished works of art and lighter 
sketches, which most people would delight 
to own or which the Royal Academy might 
perhaps accept. The A.A. members, how- 
ever, are not concerned with this, and it is 
sufficient to them to find the means to express 
their own moods and to revel in the joys of 
experimenting with a wide diversity of 
techniques and media, and record their 
pleasure in architectural and other forms. 
Draughtsmanship is generally of a high stand- 
ard, and there is appreciation of composition 
and tonal values in varying degrees. There 
is also a proper appreciation of the impor- 
tance of good framing and mounting. 


Lack of wall space has caused the Selection 
Committee to discard some 50 pictures, 
thereby setting a standard and introducing an 
element of competition, to the benefit of all. 
It is interesting to-note that there is no intent 
from now on that the Exhibition shall be of 
members’ “ Holiday Sketches ” ; it appears 
that architects no longer sketch but resort 
to the camera for the purpose of recording 
details of architectural interest, and for the 
future therefore it is intended that the exhibi- 
tion shall be one of members’ works in general. 


Outstanding for their masterly draughts- 
manship in architectural compositions are 
Julian Leathart’s ‘“ Wells Quay, Norfolk ” 
(44) and Frank Hoar’s “S. Maria Della 
Salute, Venice ” (46) very effective with its 
slightly exaggerated vertical perspective and 
also his “‘ S. Georgio in Velabro, Rome ” (82). 
Other architectural subjects include John 
Grey’s “‘ Watergate Passage’ (11) in oils, 
**Burano, Venice” a free and colourful 
watercolour, by S. C. Crosse, “‘ Chateaulin ” 
(2), by Elizabeth Eastwich-Field, and also 
“* Chateaulin ” (35), by J. Eastwich-Field, 
these two last both being spontaneous com- 
positions, the one in crayon and the other 
in oils. ‘Two pen and ink colour wash draw- 
ings of Florence (48 and 49), by Michael 
Wornum are very pleasing. 


In portrait painting we have Mrs. Barbara 
Fisher’s excellent portrait of her husband 
(No. 1). In still life, the delicate colouring 
of Marjorie Morrison’s two pictures ‘‘ Shells ” 
(8) and “ Pink Geraniums ” (29) contrast 
with Leonard Manasseh’s vivid and effective 
“Red Pot at Moonrise” (42). The land- 
scapes include “ The Tarn River ” (40), by 
John Greene, A. B. Knapp-Fisher’s pleasant 
watercolour of “ Staithes, Yorkshire ” (47), 
and John Ratcliff’s patterned “‘ Glade by the 
Thames ” (34). Two of the most delightful 
pictures in the show are Ruth Easton’s 
“Pelicans” (76) and E. B. Musman’s 
* Brighton ” (75), the former in a waxed 
paper technique, and the latter a gay pen and 
ink and watercolour sketch capturing the 
spirit of its subject to the full. Among the 
students exhibiting are Edward Samuels 
with two entertaining little pictures entitled 
“Mr. Smith Washes Up” and “ Mr. Smith 
Makes Tea ” (52 and 54), R. M. Garret with 
“ Liberdade, Lisbon” (55), and Gordon 
Sheere with “Tin Openers” (51). An 
excellent example of pen and wash drawing 
is A. J. Middleton’s “ Place des Grand 
Hommes ” (68). 

EDWARD FostEr. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


ACADEMICIANS’ NIGHT 


pag or socal night at the R.I.B.A, 

belonged to the Royal Academicians 
—to Mr. Howard Robertson and his 
President, Sir Gerald Kelly. The Presi- 
dent of the R.I.B.A. had been billed in 
advance, and a large audience had come 
to be delighted with his address, which 
ended leaving everybody wishing for 
more® ‘The appearance of the President 
of the Royal Academy had not been 
advertised, however, and his turn took 
the form of a characteristic show of fire- 
works. Sir Gerald, who confessed that 
he had on one occasion had a presidential 
portrait turned down by the R.I.B.A. 
(“like gentlemen they paid up just the 
same ”’), described Mr. Robertson as the 
most sensible architect he had ever known, 
“an epithet which could not be applied 
to Ned Lutyens, who was capable of 
breaking up any meeting with his flow 
of puns and delightful sillinesses.” 


Mr. Robertson’s experiment in showing 
slides of buildings unrelated to his address 
as he ‘talked was the subject of some 
comment ; some of his audience at least 
will hope that he will not repeat it. His 
address and the silent pictorial com- 
mentary were each good enough to deserve 
an undivided attention. A note of 
practical cheer was given by Mr. Molson, 
Parliamentary Secretary, M.o.W., who 
announced that a building licence for 
£2m. had been granted for the proposed 
extension to Lloyd’s. 


BUILDING EXHIBITION, 1953 


THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH has extended 
his patronage to the Silver Jubilee 
Building Exhibition, to be held at Olympia 
from November 18 to December 2, 1953. 


HIGHER OUTPUTS 


THE FIRST STEPS towards securing an 
increase in building productivity in the 
West of England have been taken by the 
Devon and Cornwall Architectural Society. 
Each of the three branches of the Society, 
Exeter, Plymouth and Truro, have made 
arrangements for preliminary discussions 
on the subject with the builders and the 
Joint Consultative Board and Com- 
mittees which have now been established 
in their area for some time. 


THE BARTLETT SCHOOL 


THE Certificate course in the Preserva- 
tion and Restoration of Historical Build- 
ings, consisting of part-time évening 
study for one session followed by a period 
of practical work, will commence this 
session on Monday, November 17, at 
6.30 p.m., when Mr. J. H. Harvey, 
F.S.A., F.R.S.L., will lecture on “‘ English 
Medieval Architecture.” The course is 
open to qualified architects. Applications 
to the Secretary, University College 
London, Gower-street, W.C.1. 


SHEFFIELD CITY ARCHITECT 


Mr. J. Lewis Womers-ey, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., Borough Architect and Town 
Planning officer to Northampton County 
Borough, has been appointed City Archi- 
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tect of Sheffield, a post left vacant by the 
retirement of Mr. W. George Davies, 
F.R.I.B.A. Mr. Womersley will take up 
his appointment on February 1. 


CURRENT FEATURES 


THE CURRENT ARTICLE on “A New 
Approach to Criticism ”’ will be found on 
page 673. Correspondence on page 675. 


TROUBLE IN PARADISE 


THE sites committee of the Prefecture 
of the Seine, with that admirable sense of 
propriety which distinguishes the French, 
has unanimously rejected the building 
proposed for UNESCO on the edge of 
the Bois de Boulogne. Either another 
design for the site must be found or 
another site for the design : the committee 
of the Prefecture dislikes the glass- 
fronted slab—first cousin of the UN 
building on the East River, New York— 
both on planning grounds and as archi- 
tecture. Its height would dwarf the 
existing adjoining buildings, it is held, 
and ruin their scale, and the design is 
at war with the instructions issued to the 
panel of advisory architects by UNESCO— 
that preference would be given to an 
architect whose work was inspired by 
the traditions of French architecture. It 
is, of course, not fair to judge a design 
by photographs of a model alone, but 
it must be confessed that the design of 
Messrs. Breuer, Zehrfuss and Nervi 
displays much of the magnificent sterility 
which characterises the New York build- 
ing. The next round in the dispute 
will be awaited with interest. 


K.G. FIELD, STEPNEY 


Mr. W. H. Ansett, P-P.R.I.B.A., is 
sole architect to King George’s Fields 
Foundation, and as such designed the 
gates to the Field at Stepney, illustrated 
in our last issue. 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
INSTITUTE OF Housinc.—‘‘ The Future of Re- 
quisitioned Property,’’ by Miss M. R. Schofield. Town 
Hall, Croydon. 7 p.m. 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
R.I.C.S.—Presidential address by Mr. J. Cassels 
Pinkerton, M.C., F.R.I.C.S. 12, Great’ George- 
street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 


ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING Socrety.—Three 
short papers on factory lighting. 2, Savoy Hill, W.C.2. 


p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 

R.1.B.A.—Presentation of Royal Gold Medal to 
Mr. G. Grey Wornum, F.R.I.B.A. 66, Portland-place, 
W.1. 6p.m. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MusEuM.—“ Victorian Public 
Buildings,” by Professor H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, 
PP.R.I.B.A. V. and A. Museum, S.W.7. 6.15 p.m. 

R.L.C.S. (QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ SECTION).—‘‘ The 
Increasing Importance of British Standards to the 
Quantity Surveyor,’ by Mr. G. Weston. 12, Great 
George-street, S.W.1. p.m. 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon, to be 
followed by an address by Mr. E. L. Jones, M.B.E., 
on labour relations in the industry. Derry and Tom’s 
Restaurant, Kensington High-street, W.8. 1 p.m. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
(STUDENT PLANNING GrROUP).—‘‘ The Law and Plan- 
ning,” by Mr. Desmond Heap. 28, King-street, 
W.C.2. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—“ Design 
and Construction of a Three-Bay Aluminium Hangar 
at London Airport,’”? by Mr. L. E. Ward, 11, Upper 
Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF .MANAGEMENT.—Annual con- 
ference, Royal Hall, Harrogate. 9 p.m. Continuing 
until November 15. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER ‘14 


INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS.—Annual dinner. 
Comedy Restaurant, Panton-street, W.1. 7 p.m. 
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“* De nétre part, chére madame, 
le rejet de l’édifice UNESCO 
est une tragedie véritalle.” 











ARCHITECTURAL VACANCY 


APPLICATIONS are being invited by 
Warwickshire County Council for the 
post of Deputy County Architect. The 
salary will be £1,350 per annum, rising 
by annual increments of £50 to a maximum 
of £1,650. Details of qualifications, etc., 
are to be found elsewhere in this issue. 


TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 


THE NEXT MEETING of the Building 
Teachers’ Conference will take place on 
November 15, at the L.C.C. Brixton 
School of Building. ‘The afternoon ses- 
sion of this meeting will be partly taken 
up by the annual general meeting, and, 
before this, five members of committee 
will be elected by postal ballot. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. GEOFFREY F. SARJEANT, F.R.I.C.S., F.I.A.S., 

has taken into partnership as from August 1 last, MR. 

G. S. Stmmpson, A.R.I.C.S. The practice will 

continue at 74, George-street, Croydon, Surrey, under 

the style of Geoffrey F. Sarjeant and Partner, chartered 
quantity surveyors. 

Mr. Epwin T. Wraicut, F.R.I.C.S., chartered 
quantity surveyor, has moved his Yeovil office to larger 
premises at 2, Peter-street. The telephone number 
remains unchanged. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, November 6, 1852 


To Stay THE Woop-worm.—A corre- 
spondent, in yours of the 9th ult., desires 
to know how the ravages of the wood- 
worm are to be arrested. To which I 
would reply, that a hot solution of corrosive 
sublimate, well and repeatedly brushed 
into the tie beams and rafters, would 
certainly not only destroy the insects, but 
preserve the timber itself for a long period 
of years from further destruction. The 
operator must not let the material wet 
his hands, for the sublimate is a virulent 
poison.—H. McC. 
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House Plans 1953: Ministry of Housing’s Provisional Designs 


Houses 1952, published by the Ministry of Housing 

and Local Government as a supplement to the 
Housing Manual, 1949, showed how economies in 
house-building costs could be achieved by careful 
interior planning without sacrificing post-war standards 
of the main room sizes and aggregate living areas. 
Now the Ministry is taking the argument a stage further, 
and its exhibit at the Public Works Exhibition at 
Olympia is designed to show how further worthwhile 
savings can be made by using economical forms of lay- 
out and buildings. 

The plans exhibited at the Exhibition and reproduced 
in these pages have not yet been finalised, and are still 
the subject of discussion within the Ministry. They are 
in the nature of studies in the planning of narrow-fronted 
houses and two-storey flats, and are presented solely 
to stimulate study by the architectural profession. 

The story is told by means of models, plans and 
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photographs. It takes Houses 1952 as its starting point, 
and shows the way to the next steps—savings on land, 
and savings on roads and services. Plans of houses 
with reduced frontages are shown, and it is pointed out 
that though road costs vary, a saving of 6 ft. frontage 
on a house can easily mean a reduction of £25 on the 
total cost of building, which is equal to about 6d. a 
week in rent. Other plans show economical lay-outs 
for blocks of flats which not only save in their internal 
planning but also reduce road and site development 
costs. 


There are two models in the exhibit. The first is 
of one of the open-plan type People’s Houses which 
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was first illustrated as Fig. 18 in Houses 1952 (see The 
Builder, November 16, 1951). It is thought by the 
Ministry that this type of house, with its generous 
ground-floor living-room, will particularly appeal to 
young people. . 

The other model shows two-storey flats. This type 
is planned with a separate garden for each tenant with 
direct access to it from the external entrance door to 
each ‘flat. The flats are arranged in echelon formation 
with footpath approach, which allows for considerable 
savings in road and sewer costs. 


The Exhibition, which is open at Olympia from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., closes to-morrow (Saturday). 
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The Master Plan for East Kilbride, showing progress already achieved. 


PROGRESS 


ON THE NEW 


TOWNS 


8.—EAST KILBRIDE 


By Our Own 


AST Kilbride bears much the same 
relation to Glasgow as the eight 
New Towns being built in the Greater 
London area do to London, but the 
smaller size of Glasgow has meant that 
open country can be found much nearer to 
its heart than is the case with the capital, and 
East Kilbride New Town is accordingly 
situated only some nine miles to the 
south of the city (in Lanarkshire) instead 
of 20 to 30 miles out, as with London’s 


Representative 


New Towns. The new East Kilbride’s 
main purpose is to relieve overcrowding in 
Glasgow and to provide for the expansion 
and resiting of industry in the Scottish 
Development Area. 

The proposal to build a New Town 
centred, roughly, on the ancient village 
of East Kilbride, whose recorded history 
goes back to the twelfth century, was 
first made by the Clyde Valley Advisory 
Planning Committee in 1946, the designa- 


tion order for the site was made in May, 
1947, and the Development Corporation’s 
technical staff was assembled in 1949, 
the draft matter plan being submitted to, 
and approved by, the Secretary of State 
for Scotland later in that year. 


The designated area is very large, 
namely 10,200 acres, but by far the greater 
part of this will be used to provide a 
permanent green belt to the south of 
Glasgow, only 2,700 acres being available 
for development. On this restricted area 
the intention is to build a town with an 
ultimate population of 45,000, against 
an existing population of about 3,500. 


The plan provides for four neighbour- 
hood units of 10,000 to 12,000 persons, 


F 
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grouped around the Town Centre, which 
will contain the public buildings, main 
shops, and places of entertainment. 


COMPLETIONS TO DATE 


By the end of October 500 dwellings 
had been completed, the first scheme of 
small shops had been in-use for some 
months and the first new factory was in 
operation. Judged by figures alone, hous- 
ing progress to date does not appear 
spectacular, and indeed a recent hasty 
tour of the area to be developed gave an 
impression of rather scattered groups of 
houses, attractive in themselves but 
somewhat lacking in the cohesion to be 
expected under planned development. 
Closer examination, however, reveals that 
very extensive engineering works, in the 
provision of roads and services, are already 
undertaken, and it becomes clear from 
this and from the realisation of the very 
extensive detailed planning that has 
already been worked out by the Corpora- 
tion’s staff, that the stage is now set for 
rapid growth in the coming months. 
Further evidence of this is to be seen in 
the fact that over a thousand dwellings 
are now under construction, while another 
612 have been contracted for but not 
yet begun. The building programme has 
thus by now been stepped up to allow of a 
completion rate of 1,000 dwellings a year, 
a rate of progress that should soon dispel 
any illusion of haphazard building, as the 
various groups of houses and flats are 
linked up to form a unified architectural 
concept. 


Existing development at East Kilbride 
is on a comparatively small scale, and here 
the Corporation are fortunate compared 
with many of the other New Towns. 
In the old village there are, however, 
pockets of dwellings which can only be 
described as the worst type of rural slums, 
and these in due course will have to make 
way for new development, and _ the 
people rehoused. All that is worth 
preserving in the old village will, however, 
be retained. 
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Administrative block, Rolls-Royce works. 


Shanks 


Wylie, and Wylie, FF.R.I.B.A., 


, architects. 


SHELTER BELTS 


The topography at East Kilbride is 
undulating, and much of the land is at 
an altitude of 500 to 600 ft. This fact, 
while it gives scope for interesting archi- 
tectural treatment in showing to advantage 
some of the fine views to be had from 
numerous vantage points—on a clear day 
Ben Lomond and ‘other mountains beyond 
Glasgow to the north are clearly discern- 
ible—means that the site is cold and 
exposed in winter. This fact has long 
been recognised, and in the eighteenth 
century attempts were made to provide 
wind breaks by the planting of extensive 
shelter belts of trees ; these were deci- 
mated by felling in the two great wars, 
but the Corporation is taking steps to 
make the shelter belts good and to extend 
them. For this purpose, and for the 
general landscaping of the town, the Cor- 
poration has established its own nursery 
garden for raising trees and shrubs, and 
an extensive tree planting programme is 


being undertaken. To date over 60,000 
trees have been planted. 


Another feature of the landscape is 
the deep valleys or glens that traverse the 
area. These are very picturesque, and 
are to be preserved as open space and to 
provide pedestrian “‘ greenways ”’ for link- 
ing parts of the town ; they do, however, 
occupy a considerable acreage, and add 
to the need for high-density development 
on the good building sites. 


To accommodate 45,000 people on the 
2,700 acres available will mean building 
to provide for the high gross residential 
density of 17.1 persons per acre, or an 
average net housing density of about 
45 persons per acre. This will give the 
town a built-up architectural character, 
well suited to a relatively cold climate. 


EMPHASIS ON FLATS 


Flats, traditionally more popular in Scot- 
land than elsewhere in Britain, will play 
a large part in the development of the New 


A model of Platthorn Secondary 


Architect’s department. Senior 
architects: L. Morley, 


Dipl.Arch., 
sistant architect, A. Jackson, 
A.R.I.B.A. 








School, designed by the Chief 


A.RI.B.A., and F. Cybulski, 
A.M.T.P.I.  As- 
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Model of the Murray 

Primary School. ®}The 

Chief Architect’s depart- 

ment was responsible for 
the design. 


Town, and will comprise a third of the 
total living accommodation. As, how- 
ever, no flats will have more than two 
bedrooms—houses are considered best for 
families requiring gardens—only some 18 
per cent. of the population will be housed 
in them. Of the remainder of the dwel- 
lings, half will be in terrace houses and 
the balance in semi-detached and detached 
houses comprising largely the higher- 
income group and “ managerial ” houses. 

A wide variety of building types is 
thus possible on this hilly site ; blocks 
of flats are being located in positions 
where they will tend to give interest and 
create the greatest visual effect. The net 
housing density in some small areas 
exceeds 60 persons per acre, while other 
higher-income group pockets of detached 
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houses are as low as 20 per acre. With 
wind breaks or tall buildings on the sky- 
lines, housing on the slopes and wooded 
pedestrian ways and play areas in the 
valleys, it is hoped that a distinctive 
character will be imparted to the town. 

Both traditional and _ non-traditional 
types of housing are being built, the latter, 
as in Scotland generally to-day, constitut- 
ing a higher proportion of the total than 
would usually be found south of the 
Border. 


NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSE 
TYPES 


Five types of non-traditional houses, 
the Lawrence, the Weir, the Atholl, the 
Blackburn and the Stuart have so far been 
built, or are in process of building. 


659 





The extensive under-building necessi- 
tated by the undulating site is adding to 
the price of both types of house, the extra 
cost often being in the region of £300 
per house. Costs are also increased, 
compared with the milder parts of Eng- 
land, by the need for thorough insulation 
of the roofs of houses, and both boarding 
and felting under tiles is standard practice. 
Also, further insulation is usually pro- 
vided by placing glass silk over the 
rafters in lofts. 

During the early building stages of the 
New Town, only a small labour force was 
required, and no great difficulty was 
experienced in obtaining the necessary 
labour. With the accelerated building 
programme now required, particularly 
for Rolls-Royce, it was necessary to 





Model of Kirktonholm Primary School, designed by the Chief Architect’s department. 


Senior architects : 


L. Morley, A.R.I.B.A., and 


T. E. J}. King, A.R.I.B.A. Assistant architect: 7. W. Francis. 
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A block of flats and a terrace of old people’s 

bungalows at Limekilns. The plans shown 

refer to the basement of the main block and 

the ground floor of the bungalows. The 

scheme was designed by the Chief Archi- 
tect’s department. 


introduce the all-trades type of contract 
carried out by the larger contracting firms. 
As East Kilbride has no local labour, 
it was necessary for those large contractors 
to convey their workmen from other dis- 
tricts by bus or lorry, and numerous 
methods were used by the Corporation to 
increase the labour force, including over- 
time, bonus systems, etc. “These methods 
have proved successful, as the labour 
force has been increased from approxi- 
mately 200 to 1,000 since February of this 
year. The usual shortages of bricks and 
cement have been experienced, and have 
had their effect on the output of com- 
pleted houses. 

The Corporation are also considering 
providing houses for building trade workers 
as soon as other outstanding demands 
have been met. 


HIGH RENTS 


Rents charged for houses are high in 
comparison with those for existing pro- 
perty, but so far no difficulty has been 
experienced in letting. The Corporation 
would naturally like to let “‘ managerial ” 
houses at full econemic rents, but the 
rating laws in Scotland, which the Cor- 
poration has been pressing to have 
amended, under which rates must be 
based directly on rents, has made this 
impractical. 

Roads in the New Town are built by 
the County Council for the Corporation, 
the reverse of the system that applies in 
England. A section of the new motor 
highway from Glasgow to the south 
will, unfortunately, intersect the town, 
pending the construction in the distant 
future of an external highway. The 
Corporation, in their plans for the town, 
are doing their best to mitigate the effects 
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of this violation of good planning princi- 
ples, but it is not in their power to divert 
the road away from the New Town. 


Despite difficulties such as these, how- 
ever, it is true to say that, under the chair- 
manship of Sir Patrick Dollan, and with 
Major-General B. E. C. Dixon as general 
manager, no really serious obstacles have 
so far been encountered in developing 
East Kilbride. At the Public Inquiry, 
pressure from agricultural interests led 
to a slight shifting of the town site 
and a reduction in the acreage of the built- 
up area, but this has not seriously inter- 
fered with plans for the New Town. 

& 


INDUSTRY 


Three areas have been set aside for 
industry. One in the south-east of the 
town at Birniehill will be developed by 
the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, and for which the Ministry 
of Works will act as architects. At the 
industrial site at Nerston to the north- 
east of the New Town the first buildings 
for the Rolls-Royce aero-engineering 
factory are now operating. ‘The College 
Milton industrial area is situated to the 
west of the town and will be developed 
later as the town grows. 


SCHOOLS 


The Corporation act as architects to 
the County Council for the erection of 
schools in the New Town. ‘Two schools 
are at present under construction. The 
primary school for the Murray Neigh- 
bourhood is well advanced and part of it 
should be in operation by the end of this 
year. The primary school at Heather 
Knowe, also for the Murray Neighbour- 
hood, is under construction. 


Other schools designed but not yet 
under construction include Kirktonholm 
Primary School, Platthorn Secondary, 
Maxwellton Primary and Duncanrig 
Secondary. . The -last-named has been 
designed by Messrs. Basil Spence and 
Partners. 


In the design and layout of buildings 
the Corporation has pursued the dual 
policy of employing both its own archi- 
tectural staff and outside firms of archi- 
tects. .This policy is in general to be 
continued, though with the building up 
of its own staff the Corporation’s own 
architects may expect to be responsible 
for a relatively greater proportion of new 
work. 


The Corporation’s chief architect and 
planning officer (who succeeded Mr. 
D. P. Reay, A.R.I.B.A., last summer) is 
Mr. F. C. Scott, L.R.I.B.A., F.R.I.A.S. 
Mr. L. A. M. Fraser, A.R.I.A.S., and Mr. 
D. E. Percival, B.A.(Arch.), A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., are assistant chief architects 
for design and planning respectively. 


Firms of architects employed to date 
are: Messrs. Basil Spence and Partners, 
A.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., Duncanrig Second- 
ary School ; Messrs. Cullen, Lochhead and 
Brown, F./A.R.I.B.A., Whitemoss Stuart 
houses ; Messrs. Reiach and Cowan ; J. A. 
Coia, F.R.1.B.A., flats at the Murray (1st 
development); Messrs. Keppie, Hender- 








es 
i 





son | 
Mur: 
Harv 
enga; 
Mess 
incor 
and 

FF.R 


WHI 


Whit 
Tow! 
local 
centr 
Mess 


missi 
grou 
for 
enter 
lock 
lies a 
road 


mino 
to av 
vehic 
but a 
acces 








< o 


Boras n i OS | 














November 7 1952 


THE BUILDER 











NON-TRADITIONAL 
HOUSING 


Four-apartment semi- 
detached non-traditional 
Stuart houses, designed 
by the Chief Architect’s 


bedroom 














son and Gleave, houses and flats at the 
Murray (6th development) ; Messrs. Ross, 
Harvey and Scott, Calderwood I—now 
engaged on preparing plans for 400 houses; 
Messrs. Weddell and Thomson, higher- 
income housing, Murray Neighbourhood ; 
and Messrs. Wylie, Shanks and Wylie, 
FF.R.I.B.A., Rolls-Royce factory. 


WHITEMOSS SHOPS AND FLATS 


As a result of the expansion of the 
Whitemoss area at East Kilbride New 
Town, there was an urgent need for a 
local shopping centre until the main town 
centre had been built. Accordingly, 
Messrs. A. Reiach and R. Cowan, 
AA.R.I.B.A., AA.M.T.P.I., were com- 
missioned to design at Whitemoss a 
group of shops, a small block of flats 
for key workers in various industrial 
enterprises in the district and a range of 
lock up garages. ‘The site is level and 
lies at the junction of a major and a minor 
road. 


The shops were planned to face the 
minor road to the south-east of the site 
to avoid traffic congestion due to parked 
vehicles. The flats face the main road, 
but are amply set back and have pedestrian 
access behind an existing hedge. Imme- 





department. 


diately to the south a major traffic link 
branches off to the new town centre, 
which makes the site a strategic point in 
the area. . 


There are six shops in all, of which the 
first is a café, which opens on to a small 
terrace between the shops and_ the 
octagonal bank on the corner. The bank 
forms the link between the row of shops 
and the flats. The flats comprise two 
three-room flats and stores for each flat 
on the ground floor, and two four-room 
flats on each of the two upper floors. 
There is a wide entrance hall leading 
through to a drying area at the rear. 


Walls are of cavity. brickwork, ground 
floors of in situ concrete, upper floors of 
precast hollow concrete beams. Pitched 
roofs have timber trusses and flat roofs 
are of precast hollow concrete units. 


Floors in flats are of softwood fixed to 
battens on glass-wool quilt and thermo- 
plastic tiles in kitchen and bathrooms. 
Similar tiles are used in all the shops with 
the exception of the fishmonger’s, where 
quarry tiles are used. Roof finishes are 
dark red-brown pantiles on the flats and 
shops, and copper on the bank. Flats 
have softwood casement windows in cast 





stone surrounds, and balcony windows 
and doors in hardwood with an external 
lining of oak strip. Bank windows are 
framed in Aframosia with natural stone 
surrounds. This wood, which is similar 
to teak, is used for shop-front framing. 
Stall risers and fascias are in 24-in. by 
1-in. varnished oak strip with a black tile 
plinth below. The sunblinds are green 
and white striped. The bank porch has 
oak strip sides, a varnished copper roof 
and flush teak plywood doors with polished 
brass studs. The lettering is in polished 
cast bronze on the bank and in enamelled 
sheet steel, supported on aluminium 
angles, on the shops. Shop doors are of 
oak with teak glazing beads and handles. 
Down pipes are in copper. 


Walls to the flats are rendered externally 
with white, machine-cast, lime-cement 
finish. Eaves and balcony soffits are sky 
blue, windows and balcony balusters are 
white, the soffit of the stairs is lemon 
yellow, internal entrance doors to flats are 
blue, yellow or red according to the floor. 
External walls to the shops are white, the 
eaves soffit lemon yellow, windows and 
garage doors are sky blue, lettering has 
sky blue return surfaces and white en the 
face. 


The whole scheme is served by district 
heating installations from a central boiler 
elsewhere on the site. The hot-water 
mains are carried in a duct which forms 
a plinth to the rear of the shops. Special 
consideration has been given to plumbing 
unit prefabrication, and a copper pipe 
assembly has been made for bathrooms 
in the flats. 


The contract prices were £9,754 for 
the flats, and £16,396 for the shops, bank 
and garages. The costs per foot square 
were 30s. 10d. for flats, 39s. for shops, 
42s. for the bank and 20s. for garages. 


The assistant architect-in-charge was 
Mr. T. R. Spaven, A.R.I.B.A.; the 
heating engineers were Messrs. Donald 
Smith, Seymour and Rooley; and the 
quantity surveyors were Messrs. John 
Baxter, Dunn and Gray. The general 
contractors were Messrs. George Wilson, 
Ltd.; the clerk of works was Mr. H. 
Saunders ; and the general foreman was 
Mr. J. Cooper. 


Following is a list of sub-contractors : 


Excavation, bricks, structural _ steel, 
partitions, George Wilson (Stonehouse), Ltd. ; 
reinforced concrete, Concrete, Ltd.;_ tiles 
(flats), W. Bannatyne, Ltd., (shops), A. Rowatt 
and Co., Ltd.; special roofing (shops), J. 
Stevenson and Sons; roofing felt (shops), 
William Briggs and Co., Ltd.; decorative 
floors (flats), Korkoid, Ltd. ; plastic tiles and 
linoleum (shops), Semtex, Ltd.; terrazzo, 
Toffolo Jackson and Co., Ltd.; central 
heating, Taylor and Fraser, Ltd.; grates 
(flats), Alexander Dunn, Ltd.; gas fittings 
(flats), J. Stevenson and Sons; electric 
wiring (shops), Alexander Robertson, (flats), 
Small and Macdonald, Ltd.; plumbing, 
J. Stevenson and Sons; door furniture 
(flats), George Wilson (Stonehouse), Ltd., 
(shops), John Cochrane and Co., Ltd. ; 
sunblinds (shops), James Meighan and Son, 
Ltd. ; plaster (flats), George Rome and Co., 
(shops), W. Bannatyne,. Ltd.; external 
rendering (flats), W. Bannatyne, Ltd., (shops), 
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Four-apartment semi-detached houses in the Murray neighbourhood, designed by the Chief 


Architect’s department. 


A. Rowatt and Co., Ltd.; joinery (shops), 
John Cochrane and Co., Ltd. ; tiling, Toffolo, 
Jackson and Co., Ltd.; textiles (shop, café 
curtains), Findlater Smith, Ltd.; painter, 
Muir Decorations, Ltd.; water supply, 
J. Stevenson and Sons. 


The following is a list of contractors and 
sub-contractors in connection with housing 
schemes at East Kilbride :— 


The Murray I (206 houses) and Whitemoss 
III (4): brick, etc., Geo. Wilson (Stone- 
house), Ltd. ; joiner, Geo. Wilson (Stone- 
house), Ltd. ; glazier, Wm. Purdon and Sons, 
Ltd., Glasgow ; roof tile, etc., A. Rowatt and 
Sons, Hamilton; plumber, J. Stevenson 
and Sons, Glasgow ; plaster, Geo. Rome and 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow ; painter, Muir Decora- 
tors, Ltd., Glasgow ; electrical, Small and 
Macdonald, Ltd., Glasgow. 


The Murray I—West Flats (E.K.D.C.) 
(51): Brick, etc., A. Wright and Sons, Ltd., 
Blantyre ; joiner, etc., J. C. Burns and Co. 






































Below: plans. 


Larkhall ; glazier, Wm. Purdon and Son, Ltd., 
Glasgow ; slater, etc., Wm. Bannatyne, Ltd., 
Hamilton ; plumber, J. Stevenson and Sons, 
Ltd., Glasgow ;_ plaster, Geo. Rome and Co., 
Ltd., Glasgow; painter, Muir Decorators, 
Ltd., Glasgow ; electrical, J. Stuart Denholm, 
Glasgow. 


The Murray II (145): Main contractor : 
Geo. Wilson (Stonehouse), Ltd. Sub- 
contractors : glazier, Jas. Thow, Ltd., Ayr ; 
roof tile, etc., Wm. Bannatyne, Ltd., Hamil- 
ton ; plumber, Duncan Johnston, Ltd., Strath- 
aven ; plaster, Geo. Rome and Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow ;_ painter, Muir Decorators, Ltd., 
Glasgow ; electrical, Small and Macdonald, 
Ltd., Glasgow. 


Limekilns I{I, flats, etc. (21): brick, etc., 
J. C. Burns and Co., Larkhall ; joiner, etc., 
Dick and Benzies, Ltd., Glasgow ; glazier, 
George G. Kirk, Ltd., Glasgow ; roof tile, 
etc., A. C. Whyte and Co., Ltd., Glasgow ; 
plumber, J. Stevenson and_ Sons, 
Glasgow ; 


Ltd., 


plaster, A. McKellar, Ltd., 
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Glasgow ; electrical, Small and Macdonald, 
Ltd., Glasgow ; painter, Muir Decorators, 
Glasgow. 


The Murray I (East flats) (47) : Brick, etc., 
and joiner work, John C. Burns and Co., Ltd., 
Larkhall ; glazier, Wm. Purdon and Son, 
Ltd., Glasgow ;_ plaster, Archd. Rowatt and 
Sons, Hamilton; plumber, J. Stevenson 
and Sons, Glasgow ; painter, Maclean and 
Speirs, Glasgow ; electrical, Jas. Kilpatrick 
and Sons, Ltd., Paisley ; tile and terrazzo, 
Toffolo, Jackson and Co., Ltd., Glasgow ; 
slater, Archd. Rowatt and Sons, Hamilton. 


The Murray III (90): Brick, etc., and 
joiner, J. C. Burns and Co., Ltd., Larkhall ; 
glazier, Jas. P. McPhie, Glasgow; roof 
tile, etc., A. Rowatt and Sons, Hamilton ; 
plumber, J. Stevenson and Sons, Glasgow ; 
plaster, A. McKellar, Ltd., Glasgow ; painter, 
Jas. Lindsay and Son, Glasgow ; electrical, 
J. S. Denholm, Glasgow. 


The Murray VI (Lawrence houses) (82) : 
All trades, Jas. Crawford and Sons, Ltd., 
Glasgow. 


Limekilns II (Managerial houses) (36): 
Brick, etc., and joiner, J. C. Burns and Co., 
Ltd., Larkhall ; glazier, A. S. Wright and 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow ;_ roof tiles, etc., Archd. 
Rowatt and Sons, Hamilton; plumber 
J. Stevenson and Sons, Glasgow ; plaster, 
Archd. Rowatt and Sons, Hamilton;  elec- 
trical, John Robertson and Co., Glasgow ; 
heating, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., 
Glasgow. 


The Murray IV (Messrs. Keppie Hender- 
son and Gleave, architects) (294): Brick, etc., 
Geo. Wilson (Stonehouse), Ltd.; joiner, 
J. C. Burns and Co., Ltd., Larkhall ; glazier, 
James Thow, Ltd., Ayr; Plumber, John 
Stevenson and. Sons, Glasgow ; roof tile 
and roughcast, A. C. Whyte and Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow ; plaster, Geo. Rome and Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow ; painter, Muir Decorators, Ltd. 
Glasgow. 


Westwood I (Weir houses) (114) : All trades 
Weir Housing Corporation, Ltd., Coatbridge. 


The Murray II—Flats (75): Brick, etc., 
Jas. Y. Keanie, Ltd., Johnstone; joiner, 
Wm. Loudon and Son, Cleland; __ glazier, 
Wm. Purdon and Son, Ltd., Glasgow ; roof 
tile and roughcast, Wm. Bannatyne, Ltd., 
Hamilton ; plumber, J. Stevenson and Sons, 
Glasgow ; plaster, Archd. McKellar, Ltd., 
Glasgow ; painter, Alex. McCracken, Hamil- 
ton ; electrical, Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow. 

The Murray III and VI—Flats (60): 
Brick, etc., Jas. Y. Keanie, Ltd., Johnstone 
joiner, Wm. Loudon and Son, Cleland 
glazier, A. S. Wright and Co., Ltd., Glasgow ; 
roof tile and roughcast, Archd. Rowatt and 
Sons, Hamilton ; plumber, J. Stevenson and 
Sons, Glasgow ; plaster, Archd. McKellar, 
Ltd., Glasgow ; painter, Maclean and Speirs, 
Glasgow ; electrical, Alex. Robertson, Glas- 
gow. 


Blackburn Houses: Main 
Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd. 


Schools.—The Murray Primary (for Lanark 
County) : Brick, etc., Murdoch Mackenzie, 
Ltd., Motherwell; joiner, Lanarkshire Builders, 
Ltd:, --Mossend ; glazier, Scottish National 
Glazing Co., Glasgow ; plumber, Gilmour 
and Gray, Kirkmuirhill; plaster, Wm. 
Walker and Sons, Ltd.. Glasgow ; electrical, 
F. H. Wheeler, Ltd., Glasgow ; heating, 
Brightside Foundry and Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Glasgow; steel sashes, Frederick 
Braby and Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Heather Knowe Primary (The Murray) 
(for Lanark County): All trades, Bristol 
Aeroplane Co., Ltd. 
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MANAGERIAL HOUSING 


Six-apartment managerial detached housing, with 
individual garages, at Limekilns, designed by the Chief 
Architect’s department. 
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three-bedroom houses for 


groups at  Whitemoss. 
Thomson, AA.R.1.A.S., 
architects. 
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A group of five-apartment semi-detached 
south aspect houses, designed by the Chief 
Architect’s department. 
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HOUSING IN THE MURRAY 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 


Three-apartment terrace housing, designed 
by the Chief Architect’s department. 
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SHOPS & FLATS 
AT WHITEMOSS, 
EAST KILBRIDE 


A. REIACH AND 
R. COWAN, 
AA.RIBA, AA.MTPI, 
ARCHITECTS 


A general view of the 
scheme with the bank on 
the left, three-storey 
flats in the background 
and the first of the 
shops on the_ right. 
Below: | Ground-floor 
plan of flats (left) and 
first- and _ second-floor 
plans (right). The lay- 
out of the scheme is 
shown at the foot of the 
page. The scheme is 
described on page 661. 
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View of the six shops, looking north. 





Details of “ The Willow” café, showing (left) the partly enclosed courtyard where tables may be set in fine weather. 
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SHOPS AND FLATS 
AT WHITEMOSS 


Detail of balconies on three-storey flats 

and (below) south-west fagade of flats, 

which face Stuart-street; the bank is on 
the right. 
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THE NEW TOWNS: 8.—EAST KILBRIDE 
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View from Writers’ Court showing houses on Site 4 (on left) with houses on Site 1 in background. 
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FISHERMEN’S 
COTTAGES, 
DUNBAR 


For Dunbar Town Council 


GRANTED A SALTIRE 
SOCIETY HOUSING 
AWARD, 1951 


BASIL SPENCE, OBE, ARSA. 
FRIBA, AND PARTNERS, 


ARCHITECTS 


The layout. 
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6 heer effective layout and extensive 
use of local traditional mater- 
ials are the two most significant 
features of this scheme for the 
Dunbar (East Lothian) Town Coun- 
cil. The whole scheme has been 
developed on four sites near the 
harbour which is a busy centre for 
the fishing industry. The sites 
of the new dwellings were previously 
occupied by derelict properties 
which were acquired by the council 
and demolished. Altogether 20 
houses have been provided and are 
grouped round the old _ lifeboat 
house and a terraced block of houses 
built in 1936. 


The arrangement in the layout 
of the dwellings was governed to 
some extent by the hilly surroundings 
to the harbour and each site pre- 
sented its own peculiar problems. 
Some very tight planning was 
necessary in order to accommodate 
as many houses as possible on the 
sites. 


The house blocks have been 
designed in a contemporary manner 
but in character and feeling with 
the Dunbar atmosphere. 


The accommodation on _ the 
various sites is as follows :—Site 
No. 1.—One three-apartment single- 
storey house and four four-apart- 
ment two-storey houses. Site No. 2 
—One five-apartment single-storey 
house and five four-apartment two- 
storey houses. Site No. 3.—One 
three apartment single-storey house, 
one five-apartment single-storey and 










































































FLOOR PLAN 

















Cottages on Site 4, 
from  Victoria-street. 
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two four-apartment two-storey houses. Site No. 4.— 
Three three-apartment two-storey houses and two 
four-apartment two-storey houses. (The houses on 
Site 2 were illustrated in The Builder of November 2, 
1951.) 


Mostly, the accommodation consists of a ground- 
floor flat, and a maisonette with balcony access on the 
second floor. The dwellings vary considerably in 
area, but a typical four-room house is 966 sq. ft. 
There are open fires in living-rooms and first bed- 
rooms and hot water is provided by a back boiler 
in the living-room fireplace. 


The construction is load-bearing cavity walls which 
have a stone outer skin and brick inner skin or two 
brick skins. Partitions are of 4} in. brick or 3 in. 
breeze. Roofs have timber framing, boards, felt, 
battens and pantiles. Ceilings are of plaster board, 
with a skin coat of plaster and distemper. 


Local natural stone has been used in the base 
courses and single-storey parts, the upper walls are 
lime-washed and the roofs covered with red clay 
pantiles. The stone facings on site No. 1 are red 
freestone taken from the old sea-wall in the harbour. 
Pink igneous rock from the North Berwick quarry 
forms the facings to the blocks on site No. 2, while 
on site No. 4 freestone varying in colour from deep 
red to pink, which was selected from demolitions on 
the site, has been used. 

Windows are steel casements painted white, and 
the doors are painted in a series of bright colours. 
Railings are white, and rhones and downpipes soft 
grey. 





View of cottages on 
Site 3, from south- 
east. 
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View of cottages on Site 1, from south. Below 


The builders were Messrs. G. and J. Allan, of 
Prestonpans, East Lothian, and other local firms 
concerned in the scheme are as follows :— 


Joiner, T. D. Horsburgh and Son;; plasterers, 
Cunningham ;_ glaziers, J. Thow, Edinburgh ; elec- 
tricians, R. Gilhooley, Edinburgh ; plumber, Ander- 
son and Cuthbert ;_ painter, C. and A. Gray; slaters, 
R. L. Donaldson; smithwork and railings,.P. C. 











: Plans. 
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FLATS AT FYVIE AVENUE 
for Glasgow Corporation 


Awarded a Saltire Society Medal, 1951 


A. G. JURY, FRIBA, CITY 
ARCHITECT & PLANNING OFFICER 


HESE flats at Fyvie-avenue, Eastwood, 
which have been awarded the Saltire 
Society’s 1951 Commendation for Flats, 
form part of a scheme of 357 flats in blocks 
of three and four storeys. From the accom- 
panying plan it will be observed that the stair 
is brought forward to the front of the building 
and leads to a balcony which gives access 
to two flats on each floor; thus, every flat 
has a fair stretch of balcony to itself. The 
outside walling is finished with pebble-faced 
precast - concrete blocks. The roofs are 
covered with dark brown pantiles which 
contrast with the buff-coloured walls. The 
estimated cost of the whole scheme was 
£529,320, or an average of £1,400 for a three- 
apartment flat and £1,530 for a four-apart- 
ment flat. The design of the scheme was 
prepared by the Architectural Section of the 
Housing Department, and the work was 
carried out by that Department’s Direct 
Labour Organisation. Following is a list of 
suppliers : 

Facing blocks, Wilson’s Terrazzo Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd.; roofing tiles, Marley Tile Co., Ltd.; steel 
windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; metal 
balcony fronts, William Reid and Sons, Ltd.; metal 
handrails, Barony Construction Co., Lid.; fireplaces, 
Baird Hughes and Co., Ltd. ; concrete ground floors, 
Concrete, Ltd.; mastic asphalt on ground floors, 
Scottish Speedwell Co., Ltd. 
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A New Approach to Criticism 
6.—COLOUR AND “GOOD TASTE” 
By ERIC AMBROSE, FRIBA 


|= application of colour to a building 

is a manifestation of that ebullient 
sense of fun which tends to elevate us 
from the depression of the dysphoria. 
It is, moreover, interesting to note that in 
the case of the “functional ”’ buildings 
of recent years which have relied solely 
upon the first two criteria of Fitness for 
Purpose and Logical Expression of Struc- 
ture to provide automatically the third 
concept of an aesthetic of unity, dignity and 
grandeur ‘and therefore appear to us to 
be so starkly unhumorous and lacking in a 
suitable aesthesis) their architects have 
gone to extraordinary lengths to relieve 
the starkness of their interiors. 


This they have done by sudden 
surprises, such as jolting changes of floor 
level, living trees growing through the 
floor and disappearing through the ceilings 
of living-rooms, where insects, equally 
alive and sentient, add to the general sense 
of uplift and euphoria by dropping 
humorously into the porridge. They 
have used “ delicate’ shades of colour, 
“ different’ textures, unplastered walls 
showing naked and unashamed their 


** Acceptance of certain forms or qualities... 


“ natural’ tones, walls in ju#taposition 
finished in contrasting ‘“‘ pastel ” shades, 
and materials used in a new context in 
order to “express” their colour value— 
all of which constitute evidence of the 
fact that the ‘“ functionalists”’ realised 
that humorous relief was necessary to 
make their indigestible offerings more 
acceptable to a humanity not entirely 
unresponsive to humorous feeling ! 


THE USE OF COLOUR 


That the colour was offered in the 
privacy of the home, and not hinted at 
externally, was surely the result of self- 
conscious reticence, for an examination of 
the history of colour throughout both 
Eastern and Western worlds appears to 
bring but one conclusion: the earlier, 
primitive races have tended to use bright 
colours whilst those .of later civilisations 
are restrained. 


The Greeks painted both mouldings, 
metopes, sculpture and _ non-structural 
elements of their buildings with bright, 
vivid colours—a comparatively recent 
discovery which shocked many who had 
come to accept Greek buildings as purely 
white, and who thereby concluded that 
in this instance, at least, the otherwise 
perfect Greeks had been very remiss 
indeed, if not thoroughly naughty, and 
certainly highly illogical ! 

As a result of war and invasion, we find 
the later Byzantine influence, with its 
exceptionally strong and courageous use 
of colour, extending not only to Greece 
but Russia, the Balkans and Italy. Chinese 
forms and decorative motifs found their 
way to Persia and Spain, and in England, 
Gothic sculptured reliefs were as brilliantly 
painted as were those of the early Greeks. 

*'To-day, if an architect ventures to 
experiment, even though he directly 
copies an example of accepted historic 
reputation, he risks making his building 
conspicuous. The tradition of the 
monotone has developed so uniformly 
that the very knowledge of how to experi- 
ment seems to be a lost art . . . where 
the public might gain from the exercise 
of his ability, he refrains, not necessarily 
from choice, tut from the obvious reason 
that where all buildings are monotonous 
there is no need for a colourist.” 

These words by E. J. Kahn are severe 
and, if true, a shocking indictment of the 
architect’s courage to-day, but possibly 


F 
Hosmtal 


PS 
Mi DIERO . 


- appreciated by the human mind ... 


he overlooks the econ- 
omic factor which dic- 
tates that an architect 
must sometimes eat ! 


DOMINANCE OF 
THE MONOTONE 


Nevertheless it is this 
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possessing doubtful “ taste ” which 
is preventing the architect from giving 
full expression to his inner self by 
experimentation, and so the easy way out 
is sought ;' fashion is courted and we are 
treated to the mediocrity of the monotone, 
not only in decoration but in the complete 
field of the aesthesis. Casual attempts are 
made to produce a building startlingly 
black, or brilliantly white. In England, 
only two years ago, a brave individualist 
attempted to colour-wash a domestic 
building a warm pink, and at once a local 
committee of deeply conscientious, public- 
spirited individuals arose in their wrath 
and ordered her to recant, quoting 
moreover, the Town Planning Act. A 
recent Ministerial edict has quashed 
this power so that—at the moment— 
committees cannot instruct the citizen as 
to what colours he may or may not use 
upon his buildings. So, reduced as they 
are to angry impotence, they seek and 
find more powerful weapons to prevent 
** outrageous innovation ”—as any inno- 
vating architect knows. 


Is he then to say “‘ Life is too short; 
I’ll do-what I am asked,” or is he to make 
a brave and uncomfortable stand in 
favour of his innovations which he knows 
will be “‘ fashionable ” in a few years time 
as they have already been “ fashionable ” 
in the past? 


It seems that the more vivid, simple 
colours of an architecture which has 
obeyed for three thousand years the 
recurring cycle of birth, growth, culmina- 
tion and decay, is no longer acceptable. 
The conditioned mind of modern man 
cannot accept them, and whilst colour may 
still take its place to express the ebullient 
sense of fun inherent in man, it must be 
the subtler sophisticated monotones 
demanded by the age. The “ natural ” 
subdued tones of materials which very 
quickly become dull and grey in the smoky 
atmosphere of our towns and cities may 
occasionally be relieved by a daring display 
of colour in a front entrance door or a 
window box filled with geraniums, causing 
one to pause momentarily and ask whether 
mankind really is satisfied with the 
monotone ; but, for the most part, one is 
forced to the conclusion that the retrogres- 
sion of the current rhythmic cycle ‘is 
running side by side with the work of the 
few men of courage and genius who have 
not shunned the third step of culmination; 
a retrogression marked, not only by a 
return to ancient forms applied to modern 
methods of construction, but by a similar 
return to the engineer’s dingy monotone 
of the latter half of the nineteenth 
century. 





fear, stark terror of 
doing that which is 
“ wrong,” fear that he 
will be thought con- 
spicuous and therefore 


- + varies from time to time.” 
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“GOOD. TASTE” 


I have already had cause to refer to the 
question of “‘ Good taste.””’ This mean- 
ingless and overworked term has been 
introduced into more trite and banal 
discussions concerning the nature of 
beauty in art than probably half-a-dozen 
other clichés in the language. 


“The Ancients ’—those upholders of 
traditional architecture for to-day’s de- 
mands—will, if asked for a definition of 
the term, embark upon three thousand 
years of history to prove that only those 
elements of architecture which have 
remained in favour after continual testing 
over the centuries can claim to conform 
to the demands of good taste. In other 
words, the term is held to comprise an 
eclectic catalogue of artistic motives 
accepted by “‘ men of culture,” and we are 
thus scarcely nearer an answer. 

Your “ Modern,” on the other hand, 
will not be quite so forthright because his 
ideas are not yet cut and dried and he has 
thrown over so much of the past that he 
needs a breathing space to examine what 
remains. 

The real difficulty which both of them 
experience is due to the simple but un- 
perceived fact that no answer is possible 
to the question, which is itself practically 

‘a contradiction in terms, and it is for this 
reason that the argument has been waged 
so successfully for centuries without an 
answer being found. 

I have .referred previously to the 
philosopher Hume. He pointed out that 
among a thousand different opinions 
which different men might entertain 
concerning the same subject there was 
one and one only which was correct, but 
a thousand different sentiments excited 
by the same object were all right. It is 
interesting to note that he was paraphras- 
ing the Ancient Horace, who 1,800, years 
earlier had written “‘ Quot capitum vivunt 
totidem studiorum mil.a.” 


THE CRUX OF THE MATTER 


When Hume stated that it was as 
impossible to ascertain the “‘ real sweet ” 
as it was to discover the “ real bitter,” 
he had reached the crux of the matter. 
One person may be said to have a “‘ sweet 
tooth ’—another abhors sugar: which 
then possesses the “ better taste ” ? 


Good taste is too often a synonym on 
the part of the unthinking for “ good 
manners,” but this constitutes a very 
different kettle of fish, for whilst good 
taste is really indefinable, ‘“‘ good manners” 
are purely a set of rules and fetiches 
evolved by man in any community, savage 
or civilised, for his own comfort and 
protection, founded purely upon expedi- 
ency. 

I have shown that there are certain 
forms or qualities which are appreciated 
by the human mind and that acceptance of 
these forms and qualities varies from time 
to time. As Hume said, a man in a 


fever would not trust his powers of taste— 
his palate in this case—and so we may 
conclude that a critic with jaundice would 
hardly be a reliable judge of colour 
schemes. 


Unfortunately many of our critics are 
suffering from worse complaints than a 
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fever or jaundice, but the complaints are 
within the conditioning of the mind. 
The organs of sight and sensation gener- 
ally vary from man to man, and there are 
few who possess perfectly balanced hear- 
ing—as our searchlight operators dis- 
covered very early on. There is great 
doubt whether two critics see precisely 
the same colours when they look at the 
same picture, and the incidence of 
myopia among critics is so apparent that 
unless one is purblind and able to turn 
a deaf ear to the difficult questioner, one 
is unlikely to be accepted as an authori- 
tative iconoclast ! 


Hume’s analogy of the man with a 
fever is all the more remarkable when 
we consider that psychologists and psy- 
chiatrists have shown two hundred years 
later that although most of us may be 
generally accepted as sane, few are com- 
pletely balanced in every respect, and so 
able to view any work of art with thet 
complete impossibility—‘‘ an open mind.” 

Least of all is this true of Emerson’s 
** Esteemed Umpires of Taste ’—persons 
who have acquired some knowledge of 
admired pictures and sculptures and have 
an inclination for what is beautiful and 
elegant—‘‘ but if you inquire whether 
they are beautiful souls and whether their 
own acts are like fair pictures, you learn 
that they are selfish and sensual.” 

Jeremy Taylor, the English divine, 
wrote quite simply, three hundred years 
ago: “‘ The old proverb is right; there 
can be no disputing about taste,” and for 
three centuries following his death the 
“umpires”? have disputed, discussed, 
amplified, restricted, arbitrated and general- 
ised upon the one indisputable subject. 


If useless discussion must still be waged, 
let us at least hope that this contradiction 
in terms, the cliché of “good taste” 
will be resigned to the limbo, or relegated 
to the Gentle Ladies Artistic Journal, 
to which it properly belongs, and no more 
used by men of sense and sensibility ! 


But perhaps the simplest definition, 
the explanation to end all others was 
given by Rabelais four hundred years 
ago; “‘‘ Everyone as they like,’ as the 
old woman said when she kissed her 
cow.” 

(To be concluded) 


DEVELOPMENT CHARGE 


Impending Government Decision 


HE Government have reviewed the 

development charge imposed under 

the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 

and have reached a conclusion which will 
be announced soon to Parliament. 

Mr. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, announced 
this at Southport on October 29 when he 
opened the National Annual Conference of 
the National Housing and Town Planning 
Council. Speaking of the financial pro- 
visions of the 1947 Act, he said:— 


“The point on which most criticism has 
fastened. has been development charge, 
which (it is said) has not been working out 
satisfactorily in practice. Instead of being, 
as in theory it should be, part of the pur- 
chase price of land, it is in effect a tax. It 
is a tax, moreover, which has to be borne 
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by the developer, whose enterprise ought to 
be fostered instead of hindered, at the time 
when he is least able to meet additional 
cost. 

“The provisions about charge are, how- 
ever, only part of a complex structure on 
which much else depends, including the 
compensation which should be paid for 
planning restrictions and the price at which 
public authorities should be authorised to 
buy land compulsorily. In spite of the 
inconvenience involved, the Government 
have therefore had to take time over their 
review, and they have been encouraged in 
taking time to think by the knowledge that 
in the session 1951-52 there was not time 
to legislate. However, we have now finished 
thinking, and reached a conclusion. That 
decision will soon be announced to 
Parliament.” 


THE YEAR’S HOUSING PROGRESS 


Mr. Macmillan reviewed the results 
achieved during the year in which he has 
held office. The figures for the first nine 
months of 1952 would, he said, be given 
to Parliament on a significant date, Novem- 
ber 5. “I am not allowed to tell you the 
figures yet, but I can say that there is already 
a substantial increase in houses completed 
—more than one-fifth. The tempo of the 
first six months was. being amply maintained 
over the third quarter. The number of non- 
traditional houses under construction has 
steadily increased, but even more can be 
built. There is no need for brickmakers 
to be alarmed about this. There may be 
a shortage of bricks, but there will not be 
a surplus; if there is, we shall use it. 

“More and more local authorities are 
building People’s Houses. The proportion 
of these rose from one-quarter of the three- 
bedroom brick houses in tenders approved 
during January to over two-thirds from June 
to August. 

“What of the future? The signs so far 
are encouraging. The increase in the num- 
bers completed is matched by a similar rise 
in the number of houses under construction. 
The increase in houses started is greater still. 

“ The People’s House has made savings by 
compact internal planning, and in*the New 
Year I hope to see the report of a com- 
mittee under the chairmanship of Sir Donald 
Bailey, which has been considering methods 
of increasing speed and economy in the 
construction of house interiors. People’s 
Houses are expected to save £150 in building 
costs. A reduction of six feet in frontages 
can mean a further saving of £25.. The two 
together can effect a reduction of 3s. 2d. 
a week in rent. These savings in money 
must be coupled with savings in land. Agri- 
cultural land once taken out of production 
is virtually irreplaceable. One way in which 
local authorities can save land is by resum- 
ing the redevelopment of slum areas. I want 
local authorities to start thinking about this 
now, and I am glad to see that this question 
finds a prominent place in the programme 
of this conference.” 


CONTROL OF LAND USE 


Mr. Macmillan then dealt with the prob- 
lem of development charges. In doing so 
he stated that while there might be criticisms 
of the financial provisions, the planning pro- 
visions of the Town and Country Planning 
Act of 1947 had in general worked satis- 
factorily. “We are determined,” he said, 
“that the control of land use, placed by the 
Act in the hands of the local authorities, 
must be fully maintained.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


COVENTRY AND THE ARTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—In his letter to you published on 
October 31 Mr. Leonard Mathews 
makes a number of false assumptions 
which I should like to correct. He 
assumes, for example, that the windows 
of the Nave of Coventry Cathedral will 
This 
will not be so, as I was at pains to make 
clear in a statement to the Press. On the 
contrary, the work will be in the hands 
of a well-known stained-glass artist, who 
for many years has enjoyed an extensive 
private practice of his own. His chief 
assistants will be two other artists who, 
like himself, are former students of the 
College, and have also distinguished them- 
selves in this medium. In due course, 
this nucleus will be joined by such other 
designers and craftsmen as may prove 
necessary, while from the start the studio 
management will be in charge of one who 
has spent a lifetime in this work. No 
present students of the College will have 
any responsibility for the design of these 
windows, but by association with it and 
by watching them being made and painted 
in the same studios in which they are 
themselves learning the craft, they will 
clearly benefit very greatly. In this way 
a new impulse may be given to a great 
tradition. 

I never said, of course, that “‘a new 
school of stained glass may be started 
comparable with Chartres and York; ” 
I did suggest, however, that the work of 
this group would be comparable in method, 
and this I hope will prove to be the case. 
Mr. Mathews is right to say that one of the 
reasons for the greatness of those early 
schools was due to continuity of working, 
and I believe that only an establishment 
like this College can provide comparable 
continuity today. 

Mr. Mathews says that “there were 
reasons why the wonderful craftsmen of 
Chartres created what appears to be naive 
drawings of the figures, but there is no 
reason why modern designers should 
perpetuate crudities and call it semi- 
abstract idiom.” I do not, in fact, know 
myself what those reasons were unless 
they be the same as those which have at 
different times inspired other great religious 
art also, e.g., Egyptian or Byzantine art. 
If so, those reasons have as much validity 
today as ever they did, and I see no excuse 
for. condemning work inspired by them 
as “ sham ” . still less for condemning 
such work before it has been carried out. 


RoBIN DarwIN. 


Royal College of Art, 
South Kensington, S.W.7. 


DEVELOPMENT CHARGE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


eg charge for development before 

it is made simply means that as 
often as not the attempt to develop is 
not made at all. The Socialist Govern- 
ment, in putting this obnoxious provision 
on the Statute Book, was admittedly 
sincere in its desire to arrest or prevent 
development by private enterprise, but a 
Conservative Government should not be 
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content merely to modify a measure that 
has done and must continue to do incal- 
culable harm. 

The State, through taxation, is the owner 
of more than half the benefit of any 
development that succeeds, and makes 
no contribution to the losses of enterprise 
that fails. How foolish, therefore, to 
discourage enterprise ! 

It would cause much inconvenience to 
cancel and annul this pernicious impost, 
but such inconvenience is perfectly paltry 
when considered in relation to all the 
healthy development frustrated by its 
continuation in any form. 

On the first publication of the Uthwatt 
report, in 1942, the Chairman of the 
Building Societies Association had “ no 
hesitation in stating that in his opinion 
the first essential to the successful solu- 
tion of post-war housing was dependent, 
almost entirely, on the rejection of the 
development rights recommendation,” and 
that view still holds good for all except 
the believers in the nationalisation of 
everything. 

There are owners who are optimistic 
enough to count upon some share in a 
nebulous “‘ global ” sum of £300,000,000 ; 
there are also courageous developers who 
have already paid the demands of local 
authorities ; these people have a vested 
interest which may be used to justify 
the continuation of this forbidding barrier 
to progress. But a_vested interest, all 
of which has arisen within the last five 
years, is a very inadequate reason for per- 
petuating the notion that development is 
an offence to be expiated by a fine. 

The development charge is no essential 
part of planning and its removal would 
not impair the rights and powers of 
authority to continue to regulat2 building 
activity. 

ERNEsT BENN. 

Morven, Oxted. 


A NEW APPROACH TO CRITICISM 
= the Editor of The Builder 
oe? have followed Mr. _ Eric 

Ambrose’s brilliant thesis with re- 
spect, and I have acquired much knowledge 
from the previous instalments of ‘‘ A New 
Approach to Criticism.” I am not so 
happy about the fifth instalment (October 
31). To lump Bergson and Freud 
together because both described drive, 
or goal-seeking, is almost immoral, and 
they would not have enjoyed the com- 
panionship. 

If nine-tenths of an architect’s time is 
spent in dreaming, dysphoria would be the 
correct term describing the pathological 
state to be expected in these circumstances. 
It is valueless to exhort fellow-architects 
“to rise above the present surfeit of 
Dysphoria” until they. have awakened 
from their fantasy state. Only then 
will they surely acquire Euphoria. 

GorDON AMBROSE, 
Assistant Psychiatrist, Prince 
of Wales Hospital, Tottenham. 


62, Queen Anne-street, W.1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 
om, ,;—In reply to a suggestion of mine 
in your issue of October 17, that it is 
impossible to define beauty and ugliness 
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precisely, Mr. Eric Ambrose last week 
defined beauty as “A man-endowed 
quality said to be possessed by animate 
and inanimate objects ”—surely a very 
inadequate definition, which would apply 
equally to ugliness. But I was not so 
much concerned, with definitions, which 
are nearly always vulnerable, as with the 
doubtful validity of Hume’s dictum 
that :—“‘ Beauty is no quality in things 
themselves ; it exists purely in the mind 
which contemplates them. Each mind 
perceives a different beauty.” 

If Hume is right, then clearly when we 
criticise a given work of architecture we 
are none of us discussing the same thing 
because we are not seeing the same 
thing. Thus there is no rational basis 
for esthetic criticism. We are all at 
odds and might as well stop talking. 
But that would mean that we should be 
deprived of Mr. Ambrose’s entertaining 
articles, which is not to be contemplated ! 

The fact that there is a large measure 
of agreement about the beauty of a large 
number of buildings is sufficient proof 
that a large number of people are seeing 
the same, not a different, beauty, and 
that Hume’s dictum is therefore no more 
than a dogmatic statement that badly 
needs qualifying. G.. J. 


WOOD SHINGLES AND FIRE 
RISK 

To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Mr. Tuckey’s wholesale con- 
demnation of wood shingles in his 
letter published in your last issue is 
phrased in such a manner that it cannot 
fail to mislead ; as it stands, it is a serious 
reflection on the practice and integrity 
of the hundreds of architects and local 
authorities who have used wood shingles 
during the past quarter-century with 

complete satisfaction and success. 

Mr. Tuckey quoted from Post-War 
Building Study No. 20; but it should be 
added that the recommendations contained 
therein, whilst made by an eminent body 
of men, are nevertheless merely expres- 
sions of opinion, and are vitiated by the 
incomplete nature of the evidence which 
they chose to select. The Study states 
that the data selected concerned the fire 
risks from cedar shingles in America. It 
failed to state that the conflagrations 
referred to were in every case in “ shanty 
towns” consisting of wooden shacks 
crowded together and, im most cases, 
where fire-fighting seryices were meagre 
or non-existent. 

It also neglected to state that, in the 
United States and in Canada, shingles 
are permitted, under the code recom- 
mended by the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters and the Canadian National 
Building Code, in closely built-up city 
and urban areas, even in New York 
itself, for houses, garages, shops, churches, 
etc., and all buildings other than those in 
certain restricted areas used for manu- 
facturing or strictly mercantile purposes. 
Building codes in the United States 
differentiate between the properly fixed 
edge-grain shingle and others. The 
Insurance. Department of the State of 
New York announced (effective as from 
October 1, 1939) the removal of all 
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differentials against shingle roofs, provided 
they were edge-grain and ‘properly fixed. 
The fire insurance rate on dwellings roofed 
with wooden shingles is now the same as 
when roofed with slates or tiles. 
action was taken only after full and careful 
investigation and justification by 
experience tables. 


Nor does the Study indicate that the 
types of shingles used in American towns 
where conflagrations have occurred were 
totally different from, those used in this 
country. This is quite a major point, 
because whilst some woods burn readily, 
others are highly resistant to fire, as, for 
instance, teak, which is a material 
employed for the fireproof doors of 
strong rooms. It is therefore extraordinary 
that this Committee did not appear to 
select any evidence from the abundance 
available in our Own country, where 
shingles have been used since before the 
time of the Romans. 


In his penultimate paragraph, Mr. Tuckey 
mentions tests carried out in this country, 
but he omits to mention that these tests were 
carried out after the Building Study had been 
published and objections to it raised, and 
after it became known that its recommenda- 
tions were not based on scientific facts and 
all available evidence. Nor does he mention 
that in the tests extreme conditions of pre- 
heating were required before the shingles 
would ignite. 

It would be legitimate to infer that my 
company, which, for 37 years,-have been 
responsible for supplying and fixing most of 
the shingle roofs in this country, would have 
some knowledge and evidence on this subject 
and might have been called upon to provide 
what evidence they might have. No reference 
was made to us. Immediately after the 
publication of Post-War Building Study 
No. 20, we made strong representations to 
the Committee, and together with Canadian 
Government officials, the shingle industry in 
Canada and the Timber Development Asso- 
ciation, we submitted what, in our view, was 
a complete answer to the strictures contained 
in that Study. Most members of the Com- 
mittee would agree that, if the evidence then 
submitted had been before the Committee 
prior to the publication of the Study, the 
wording of the paragraphs on shingles would 
have been very different. 

On incomplete and unsatisfactory evidence 
the Committee’ made certain findings ; and 
these being put into: print, the damage was 
done. It is because Mr. Tuckey, ;who was a 
member of that Committee, has reiterated 
these strictures that it is felt that these fuller 
details of the facts should be brought to light. 

One has the greatest respect for the integrity 
and singleness of purpose of the scientist, 
but it is that very singleness of purpose which 
so often makes him lose sight of the practical 
side of a problem. This point was well 
brought out by Mr. S. H. Clarke, who is 
director of the Joint Fire Research Organisa- 
tion and by Mr. W. H. Tuckey himself in 
the discussion following upon a paper delivered 
to architects on fire protection by Mr. Eric L. 
Bird, as reported in the “ R.I.B.A. Journal ” 
for December, 1951. Mr. Clarke stated :— 

“*Mr. Bird pointed out that specialists 
are apt to get one-track minds, and he 
mentioned the architect’s duty to see that 
the fire specialist does not make things too 
difficult in buildings. That, I think, will 
need attention in the fairly near future. 

Fire precautions are increasing, some of 

them. appear to be good, but others are 

perhaps of questionable importance, and 
architects and those who have to deal with 
building design should see that these 
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precautions are kept within reasonable 

limits.”” 

Mr. Tuckey later stated : 

**T agree with Mr. Clarke that some of 
our regulations require a little revision. 
Although I am naturally very keen on fire 
protection, I think some of the regulations 

‘ go.a little too far.” 

Surely, in the case of a church roof, which 
invariably is isolated by more than the 
distance required by model and all bye-laws 
for roofs of combustible material, Mr. ‘Tuckey 
cannot seriously regard it as a fire risk of such 
a nature as to merit such serious stricture. 

Cedarwood shingles give valuable service 
to the community. Their lightness in weight 
saves 40 per cent of the timber required for the 
roof sub-structure. They are 21 times more 
waterproof than ordinary tiles. Their insula- 
tion value is seven-and-a-half times as great, 
and it has been calculated that, due to this 
alone, 16,000 tons of coal are saved every year 
in the houses roofed with shingles within 
this country. Apart from these technical 
considerations, their appearance is delightful 
and sought after by many people. 

During the past 27 years this company 
has shingled some 20,000 buildings, and we 
would therefore ask Mr. Tuckey publicly to 
support his contentions, and inform us how 
many fires there have been in buildings roofed 
with cedarwood shingles, and whether the 
percentage is higher or lower than for other 
forms of roofing. We should also like to know 
what percentage of these fires started inside 
the building, and of these how many other 
fires were caused from burning brands of 
shingles. Again, perhaps figures are available 
to show how many houses with shingled roofs 
have caught fire from burning embers from 
other buildings. 

If invited, we shall be pleased to publish 
the fullest details of both the official and 
unofficial tests to which our Canadian shingles 
have been subjected, and we shall be pleased 
to give public demonstrations on request. 

I. J. O’HeEa, 
Managing director, 
W. H. Colt (London), Ltd. 


Surbiton, Surrey. 


HOUSING PRODUCTION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I must remind “ Wigan Bricky,’” 
writing in your last issue, that 
when I contributed a letter to your 
columns. in reply to the irresponsible 
remarks of one professionally qualified, 
i.e., “Chartered Municipal Engineer,” 
writing from the “‘ North-West,” I only 
reported what I had seen during my 
summer tour of Scottish local authority 
housing in support of my plea for the 
adoption of the newest structural design 
techniques in housing so that what is 
incorporated. in the fabric may lend 
itself to better site organisation and 
planning. 

“Wigan Bricky”’ can better address 
his technical questions to the authors of 
some of the works which I saw in Scotland 
—namely, Mr. Basil Spence, O.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., and Messrs. Miller, the 
Edinburgh contractors. 

In my letter published on October 17, 
I forgot to mention other “‘ unspectacu- 
lar” points in Scottish municipal housing, 
e.g., boarding on pitched roofs and ceilings 
and walls and walls lined with 2-in. thick 
insulating board; both these materials 


giving high thermal insulation and eliminat- 
ing plaster except on chimney-breasts. 
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As to low-down w.c. suites, your cor- 
respondent should remember that the 
rents are 19s. It is obvious that the 
executive officers of the Scottish local 
authorities know a thing or two both in 
the work under their control and in their 
choice of outside architects and con- 
tractors. 

“Wigan Bricky’s” last two para- 
graphs seem to imply that I am engaged 
in practice as a quantity surveyor and 
that those who have employed me have 
used some of the techniques I advocate. 
This is not: the case, and in none of my 
letters to you have I said or suggested 
that I am a quantity surveyor or a member 
of the building professions. ‘‘ Lecturing 
in Design ” is evidently the new name for 
legitimate architectural criticism. If 
“Wigan Bricky’” would deny such 
legitimate criticism to the informed opinion 
of a quantity surveyor, how much more 
would he deny it to interested lay opinion? 

Perhaps English architects will now 
rejoice to find their staunchest defenders 
among the trowel trades of Wigan. 

C. R. Vinycoms. 


54, Wickstead-avenue, 
Leagrave, Luton. 


WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS 

To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—The War Damage Commission 
issued a Press Notice in July, 1952, 
in which they stated there had been no 
change of policy in respect of the con- 
sideration of claims, with particular 
reference to those for decorations, but 
that in view of the time which had elapsed 
since the last bombing incident, they were 
naturally very carefully scrutinising all 
claims so as to eliminate all items of a 

maintenance character. 


There can be no disagreement. with 
the statement for it only explains the 
Commission’s. duty as laid down by the 
War Damage Act, 1943. However, 
recent experience has given me cause to 
doubt whether the Commission are in 
fact acting in accordance with their 
original policy, or, in fact, within the terms 
of the War Damage Act, 1943. 


In a particular case the plaster was cracked 
at the junction of the ceilings and walls in 
nearly all the rooms. There were general 
cracks in the walls and ceilings of many 
rooms. There is no question that the cracks 
were due to war damage and the Commission 
agree that this is so. The house has been 
used most carefully by the occupiers and the 
decorations which were in good condition 
prior to the damage are even now in good 
condition with the exception of the cracks. 


The Commission are only prepared to 
accept the cutting out and repairing of the 
cracks and where distempered, a line of 
distemper about 3 in. wide along the crack, 
or where papered a patch of wallpaper 
covering the portion cracked. The reasons 
the Commission give for their decision are : 
(a) that during the period which has elapsed 
since the damage, an owner or occupier would 
have carried out decorations, and (5) that by 
distempering, painting or papering as the case 
may be, over the actual cracks or damaged 
plaster, they are making good, within the 
meaning of the Act, the decorations a few 
feet from the damaged plaster not being 
affected. They ignore the present condition 
of the decorations. It is surely ridiculous to 
suggest that this constitutes repairs and 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 








CRAFTSMANSHIP THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


means skill in some particular art, science or trade 
learned through practical and technical training in 
ppecialized fields of knowledge Specialist craftsmen 
are the integral constituent of the Building Industry 
and st 1s to this ligh standard of skill, and no 
less, that the FALKUS ORGANISATION was 
founded and has progressed—and of such 1 today 


proud to contribute a service to the Profession. 
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making good to decorations. If distempering 
or painting stripes and blobs and wallpaper 
patches are to be so considered, I look 
forward with interest to future arbitration 
awards in Dilapidations and Contract dis- 
putes on such items. 

If the Commission maintains (which they 
have not done) that they do not consider 
such works “ making good ” the decorations 
but only a contribution to the making good, 
taking into consideration the non-war damage 
dilapidations, they must give consideration to 
the condition of the decorations, not, as they 
are doing, merely referring to the lapse of 
time since the damage. Nowhere in the Act 
is there a limit of time within which the 
repairs must be executed. In view of the 
conditions operating during most of the 
seven years since the end of the war, such a 
time limit would have been iniquitous. 

I may be excused if I begin to doubt whether 
the instructions regarding the basis of dealing 
with claims for decorations bear any relation- 
ship to the Commission’s Press statement in 
which they specifically state that it is not true 
that they are not prepared to accept any 
liability for decorations. In fact, on meeting 
an Assessor recently on another claim in 
another region his first words were ‘“‘ you 
know of course that we are not accepting any 
claims for decorations.” When I pointed 
out to him that this was not in accordance 
with the Commission’s Press statement, he 
stated that he was not aware of any such 
statement. If the Commission have in fact 
decided that for financial or any other reasons 
they are not going to accept claims for 
decorations, let them say so openly and obtain 
the necessary authority in a proper manner. 

If, however, they intend as they say to 
accept proper claims for decorations, let 
them do so in a proper manner, i.e. accept 
the common sense and customary interpreta- 
tion of “‘ making good ” and “ repairs ” and 
adjust the amount of their contributions in 
proportion to the extent of war damage and 
non war damage dilapidations. At present 
they are speaking with one mind and acting 
with another, thus adding to the harassed 
professional adviser’s difficulties. 


\ A. Fetpman [L.R.I.B.A.], 
12, Queen-street, Brighton. 


PREPARING ESTIMATES 

To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—In giving estimates for com- 
paratively small works, builders 
usually omit a long list of conditions, 
relying on the good faith of their cus- 
tomers. Even the rise and fall of costs 
clause is sometimes omitted, and it is 
worth drawing attention to the fact that 
particular care should be taken not to 
forget this clause for works in which the 
War Damage Commission is concerned, 


J. M. JENNINGS. 
150, Gray’s Inn-road, W.C.1. 


WAGES FLUCTUATIONS 
CLAIMS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR;—I read with interest the article 
in your issue of October 24 (page 591) 

on the Eastern Counties Federation’s 
experiment, and I feel I would like to 
deal with this matter as a practical builder. 
1. A mountain appears to be made out 
of a mole hill in the statement that “‘a 
vast amount of work is involved in prepar- 
ing fluctuation claims on wages.” Surely, 


every builder has to prepare weekly wage 
sheets, on which the hours can simply 
be totalled, signed by the clerk of works 


THE BUILDER 


and checked and recorded by the quantity 
surveyor. There would appear to be 
little, if any, saving to the builder and not 
much saving to the quantity surveyor. 

2. If, however, such experiment were 
tried, to avoid the work on wages claims, 
it is possible that such wages sheets will 
still have to be used, signed and checked 
for other increases such as National 
Insurance. 

3. As a very rough and ready method, 
the scheme could be used, for what little 
trouble it may save, provided all parties 
agree, including auditors and finance 
officers, who, past experience has shown, 
will go to endless lengths to get the 
figures correct to the last penny. 

4. The fixing of the actual percentage 
must obviously be only an intelligent 
guess, since nobody can forecast con- 
ditions even six months ahead. 


5. If 1 per cent. is. to represent 1d. 
increase on craftsmen and_ labourers, 
it is not clear what percentage would 
apply to say 4d. increase on labourers 
only. 

6. The reason for excluding P.C. sums 
(e.g., ironmongery, metal windows, fire- 
places) from measured work is not clear 
and presumably such items should be 
included in measured work just as much 
as if they were not P.C. items. It would 
be more clearly understood if sub-con- 
tractors’ work were excluded, because 
their wage increases could be charged 
separately. 

7. When a new idea is being “sold” 
to the public, it is usual to claim that it 
will encourage speedier building and this 
is no exception. It is not explained why, 
if the quantity surveyor does not have to 
check wages claims, it will make a brick- 
layer work faster ! 

8. In conclusion, although little time 
would be saved by substituting this very 
approximate method of wages, attention 
might be turned to devising a simpler 
method based on national statistics for 
adjusting varied costs of materials which 
do in fact involve a vast amount of work 
for both builder and quantity surveyor. 


A. Francis, Chairman. 
Francis Bros. (Builders), Ltd. 


Tilehurst, Reading. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— The proposal of. the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers to deal with variations in rates 
of wages by means of a percentage adjust- 
ment in the contract sum will no doubt 
be of interest to all concerned in the 
laborious process of compiling or checking 
claims for variation in price. 


Whilst the scheme is still in an experi- 
mental stage, the possibility might well be 
explored of extending the idea to cover 
the whole range of variation in price of 
Local Authority housing. If a price index 
on the lines of the cost of living index 
could be agreed upon between, say, the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, upon which 
percentage adjustments could be made 
at stated intervals, to be used for adjusting 
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the contract sum, the saving of time spent 
in keeping records would more than 
compensate the contractors for any slight 
additional risk consequent upon local 
variations. 


Much of the necessary information 
must be already available to the Ministry. 
L. Stockpae [A.I.A.S.]. 


14, Belvidere, Weymouth. 


BUILDERS’ CLERKS 
BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


ane ie am grateful to you for reporting 

in your issue of October 17. the 
appeal I made at the 66th Annual Dinner 
of the Institution that its many supporters 
should help to further its objective by 
bringing deserving cases to the attention 
of the Committee. 


According to your report I stated— 
“The majority receiving the Institution’s 
support at the present time were retired 
members of firms which operated their 
own pension schemes.”’ This is incorrect, 
and what I intended to say was that the 
Institution was admirably run by a 
Committee consisting of builders’ clerks 
employed by firms operating their own 
pension schemes; furthermore, that the 
Institution is supported financially mainly 
by firms operating their own pension 
schemes, and that, therefore, the many 
deserving cases, which my Committee are 
certain exist, are difficult to contact, 
because both the Institution’s manage- 
ment and its supporters are not directly 
in touch with these cases as they arise. I 
accordingly wished to ask all our sup- 
porters to look beyond their immediate 
circle for builders’ clerks, widows or 
orphans, in distressed circumstances, 
whom we are so anxious to help. 

W. H. Goucu-Cooper, 
President, Builders’ Clerks’ 
Benevolent Institution. 


Wilmington House, 
Dartford, Kent. 


OBITUARY 


HARRY ALLBERRY, A.R.L.B.A., F.R.L_AI. 


We regret.to record the death of Mr. Harry © 
Allberry, who was, for many years. deputy 
principal architect in the Office of Public 
Works, Dublin. He was 79. 

Mr. Allberry began his architectural studies 
in London. He passed the examination of 
the R.1.B.A. with distinction and then went 
to Ireland where he took up his first appoint- 
ment with the late Mr. William Hague, 
F.R.IL.A.I. He worked with the late Mr. 
William Mansfield Mitchell, F.R.1.B.A., and, 
in 1901, before he joined the Office of Public 
Works, he spent some time as an architect 
with Messrs. Guinness. 

One of the big works with which Mr. 
Allberry was associated was the alteration 
of Leinster House, after it had been acquired 
for the Oireachtas. He supervised the struc- 
tural alterations, and the design of the Dail 
and Senate chambers was largely his work. 
He was a frequent contributor to the /rish 
Builder and Engineer, of which he was for 
some time editor. 

He played a leading part in the develop- 
ment and growth of the Royal Institute of 
Architects in Ireland, and the Architectural 
Association of Ireland. 
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ARCHITECTS’ DINNER 


Essex, Cambridgeshire and Herts 
Society 


THE president of the Essex, Cambridge- 

shire and Herts Society of Architects, 
Mr. Harold Conolly, F.R.1.B.A., presided at 
the annual dinner and reception of the 
Society, which was held inthe newly reno- 
vated Shire Hall on October 23. 


Mr. and Mrs, Conolly, with the guest of 
honour, Mr. Howard Robertson, A.R.A., 
(president of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects), and Mrs. Howard Robertson, 
and Mr. Anthony Dannatt, A.R.I.B.A. (chair- 
man of the Chelmsford Chapter of Archi- 
tects), and Mrs. Dannatt, received over 200 
members and guests. 


In proposing the toast of “The R.I.B.A. 
and its allied societies,’ Mr. CONOLLY 
referred to the motto of the Institute, “ For 
the benefit of the citizens, and for the design 
of the cities or towns,” which meant, he 
said, that the architectural profession was 
profoundly interested in building for its own 
sake and for its effects both practical and 
zsthetic on the human race. The profession 
had served the community very well indeed 
since the war in the fields of school buildings 
and local authority housing. Standards of 
design had been raised to such a degree that 
we in this country now led the world. He 
would like to see the services of architects 
more widely employed in private house- 
building, where standards of construction. 
and design were still in many cases below 
those of post-war local authority: housing. 

It was gratifying to know that some mem- 
bers of their Society had received awards 
of housing medals and diplomas from the 
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Ministry for schemes carried out for local 
authorities. Mr. Conolly suggested that the 
Minister could encourage better designs for 
private houses and might even extend his 
medal and diploma idea to that field also. 

The R.I.B.A., whose ties with the Allied 
Societies were likened to those of the United 
Kingdom with the members of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations, had many prob- 
lems to face in the near future. Mr. Howard 
Robertson, the newly elected president of 
the Institute, was the guest of honour that 
evening and no man was better qualified 
than he to tackle those problems. 

Mr. HowarD ROBERTSON, in responding 
to the toast, referred to the architectural 
achievements in the three counties, where 
special problems in school building and in 
the development of five New Towns were 
being successfully tackled. He stressed the 
importance of respecting in. contemporary 
design the best of our: architectural heritage 
of using local material, and of adequate 
attention to the siting of our buildings. 

Mr. R. O. Foster, F.R1.B.A., proposing 
the toast of “The Patrons of Architecture,” 
paid tribute to the local authorities who 
had to a large extent replaced the old-time 
private patrons. 

ALD. BENNETT, J.P., chairman of the Essex 
County Council, responded to the toast and 
appealed for less austerity in design, and 
for “ buildings with a-smile on their faces.” 


The Mayor of Chelmsford, ALtp. HuGH 
WRIGHT, M.B.E., J.P., proposed the toast 
of “The Society,’ and Mr. ANTHONY 
DANNATT responded. 

The guests were proposed by Mr. RICHARD 
SHEPPARD, F.R.I.B.A., and a response was 
made by the RIGHT Rev. DuDLEY NarR- 


BOROUGH, the Bishop of Colchester. 
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« RENOVATED 1936 AND 1952 


This drawing of an imaginary scene in the early days of the Shire Hall, Chelmsford, which 
was erected in 1790, formed the cover of the menu and toast list at the annual dinner of the 
Essex, Cambridge and Hertfordshire Society of Architects, which was held in the hall recently. 
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FESTIVAL HALL 
ACOUSTICS 


D.S.LR.’s Report “ Highly 
Favourable ” 


A “HIGHLY FAVOURABLE” report 

on the acoustics of the Royal Festival 
Hall which has been made by the D.S.LR. 
and the council’s acoustic consultant, was 
presented by the general purposes committee 
at Tuesday’s meeting of the London County 
Council. The report is based on extensive 
tests and also on comment from a wide range 
of sources. 

The general conclusion of the report is 
that there is no need for any adjustment in 
the definition, which: is widely accepted as 
being an outstanding characteristic of this 
auditorium. Opinions on other character- 
istics are less uniform, but there is some indi- 
cation that a small increase in fullness of 
tone may well be desirable, and also that 
blending might perhaps ve slightly improved. 
The principal method of obtaining greater 
fullness would be to increase the period of 
reverberation, particularly at the lower 
frequencies, and this can probably best be 
done by reducing the acoustic absorption of 
the ceiling. Tests have been undertaken 
with a very simple method of achieving this 
result, and if they are successful the treat- 
ment, which can be carried out at no great 
cost, will be continued. Blend could be 
improved by bringing reflecting surfaces 
closer to the orchestra, and this raises the 
question whether the overhang’ng canopy 
should be lowered. The general purposes 
committee do not think that such a modifica- 
tion would be desirable in view of the very 
general nature of the criticism, and bearing 
in mind also that the council’s organ con- 
sultant attaches great importance to an 
unobstructed organ aperture. Blending may, 
however, be assisted by raising part of the 
orchestra platform, which it is now clear can 
be done without any sacrifice of definition, 
and which would have the additional advant- 
age of greatly improving the sight lines from 
seats at the back of the auditorium. With 
these considerations in mind, it has been 
decided to raise the front part of the plat- 
form by about 18 inches. The estimated cost 
is £2,000. 


Few Adjustments Necessary 


The general purposes committee con- 
tinues: “The acoustic qualities of the 
auditorium have now been assessed, under 
conditions of performance, by large numbers 
of musicians and others whose opinions are 
entitled to respect; and the report . 
indicates a remarkable degree of unanimity 
in their conclusions, which in general are 
highly favourable. This suggests that, 
except for the relatively small works 
described in this report, it is unlikely that any 
further adjustment will be necessary. 

“ The results of these extended tests,. which 
authoritatively confirm widespread public 
appreciation of the hall’s acoustic qualities, are 
extremely gratifying, and reflect great credit 
on the council’s architect, the acoustics 
adviser and the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research. It is also of interest 
to note that several eminent musicians 
describe the hall as the finest in the world, 
and that an American sc‘entist of no small 
distinction has written “I hold it to be impos- 
sible to build an ideal concert hall of a 
volume exceeding 300,000 to 400,000 cubic 
feet. However, if one has to build a hall of 
750,000 cubic feet, it is hardly possible to 
conceive of a better solution than the one 
arrived at in the Royal Festival Hall.’” 
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MUNICIPAL HOUSING 


The Need to Build Quickly 
and at Less Cost 


A GENERAL review of municipal 

housing achievements since the war 
was given by Mr. J. Lewis WoMERSLEY, 
A.R.I.B.A.,° A.M.T.P.I., when he 
read a paper on “‘ Municipal Housing ”’ at 
the Public Works and Municipal Services 
Congress in London on November 4. 
The session was under the auspices of 
the City and Borough Architects’ Society. 


The point had now been reached, he 
said, where the two main guiding stars 
of housing policy—‘‘ Amenity ” for the 
inhabitants to live the fullest possible 
social and family life and ‘‘ Economy ” to 
enable them to pay the rent without undue 
sacrifice of their enjoyment of that life— 
must be brought together. 


There was, therefore, an urgent need 
to build houses more quickly and at 
less cost while, at the same time, safe- 
guarding the quality of the houses and the 
newly acquired amenities in layout. To 
achieve these objects, he said, many 
approaches were possible and he went on 
to consider some of the more obvious ones 
in some detail. He continued : 


SMALLER HOUSE 


Of first importance in these circum- 
stances is the need to ensure that the 
accommodation to be provided will satisfy 
the most urgent demand. Many of the 
housing surveys carried out under develop- 
ment plans have revealed a high degree 
of under-occupancy (as well as over- 
crowding) and a considerable deficiency 
of dwellings for the smaller families. 
Dwellings for small families cost less and 
are finished more quickly than those for 
large families. Furthermore, the building 
of a new single-bedroom dwelling will 
often enable an existing two- or three- 
bedroom dwelling to be released and so 
provide the equivatent of a £1,400 house 
for an outlay of £950. It is essential to 
take every advantage of this demand for 
the smaller dwelling in order to satisfy the 
greatest possible number of families at the 
least possible cost in man-power, materials 
and money. 


It is fortunate that some of the urgent 
housing requirements of to-day, which at 
first sight appear to be conflicting, are, in 
fact, complementary. 


For example, smaller houses are required 
not only because of the shortage of money 
and materials but because conditions of 
present-day life are such that women no 
longer wish to spend most of their waking 
hours on a never-ending round of house- 
work. Most housewives prefer a compact, 
well-equipped house to a large one con- 
taining few labour-saving fittings. 


Nevertheless, were times more normal, 
few architects would wish to criticise 
the space standards recommended by the 
Dudley Committee of 1944. Unfortun- 
ately, whereas that Committee made their 
recommendations on the assumption that 
building costs would stabilise at about 
30 per cent. above the pre-war figure, 
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*they are now recognised as being in the 
region of 300 per cent. of that datum. 


This discrepancy would seem to be large 
enough to call for a complete review of 
policy, and it is perhaps surprising that 
the standards set out in “‘ Houses 1952,” 
the latest Ministry publication, are gener- 
ally but a mean between those laid down 
in the Housing Manuals of 1944 and 1949. 
Whilst some of the plans in this supple- 
ment to the 1949 Manual give official 
blessing to many important economic 
improvements brought about by individual 
experiments—the omission of the tunnel 
passage ; partial or whole-house heating 
from one centrally placed fire; internal 
stores ; reduction or omission of halls— 
it would not appear that in themselves the 
savings gained thereby will bring down the 
cost of houses sufficiently to enable all 
those in need to pay the rent. 


It is, presumably, unavoidable that 
standards of accommodation should be 
based on specific room sizes. Neverthe- 
less, a serious weakness of the room area 
standard is that insufficient freedom is 
left to the individual designer to balance 
size and shape. In small house design 
room shape is the fundamental factor. 
It is all too easy to produce a bedroom 
well in excess of the required minimum 
size which could not be satisfactorily 
furnished, just as it is undoubtedly pos- 
sible to plan a well-shaped bedroom below 
the minimum size which will serve its 
purpose admirably. 


Provided room shapes are planned to 
take normal bedroom furniture in normal 
positions the minima for first and third 
bedrooms could well be reduced to 120 
and 60 sq. ft., respectively, in place of 
the present 135 and 70 sq. ft. It seems 
more reasonable to reduce bedroom sizes 
where, when all is said and done, one nor- 
mally spends only one’s sleeping hours, 
than to make the serious cuts in the 
“ Dudley”’ kitchen area proposed in 
some of the plans in ‘‘ Houses 1952.” 


One of the chief criticisms levelled at 
the smaller house has been that it suffers 
from the disadvantage that either its 
two ground-floor rooms, living-room and 
dining-kitchen, are each inadequate for 
family gatherings, or that if the living- 
room is enlarged at the expense of the 
dining-kitchen, to give a living-dining- 
room and working kitchen, there is no 
alternative room available for a member of 
the household to study whilst the rest of the 
family are active in the living-room. 


With the scientific methods of house- 
heating now available this problem can 
be overcome by heating at least one of the 
first-floor bedrooms so that it may be used 
also as a study. There is no longer any 
need to devote nearly half of our total 
house area solely to night-use. 


Seen against the present social and 
economical background, and realising the 
possibility of making some, at least, of the 
first-floor bedroom space available for 
daytime and evening use, it is difficult 
to believe that a house of 800 sq. ft. gross 
is inadequate for a family of five. A 
reduction of 100 sq. ft. on the aggregate 
floor area would effect a saving of approxi- 
mately £100 on the Ministry’s latest five- 
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person house types, the average area of 
which is just over 900 sq. ft. The inclu- 
sion in the programme of a proportion of 
such smaller houses must surely deserve 
serious consideration. 

Simplicity of structure; simple, ‘short 
heating and plumbing systems; and the 
grouping together of sanitary fittings 
should, of course, be integral factors in 
small-house design. 


There is, however, still scope for further 
standardisation and prefabrication of parts: 

Staircases could be manufactured on a 
large scale, if agreement could be reached 
on desirable floor heights and if designers 
would use the simple straight flight on all 
possible occasions. 

Agreement on two or three standard 
combinations of spacings between bath, 
lavatory basin and w.c. would allow of 
waste connections being standardised and 
mass produced,. leaving only assembly to 
be carried out on the site. 


The synchronisation of standard sizes 
of wood and metal windows in relation 
to brick dimensions might well be urged 
upon the appropriate committees of the 
British Standards Institution. 


NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSES 

Judging from papers given at the 
Building Research Congress of 1951 it 
would seem that abroad, as well as at 
home, non-traditional house-building, 
whilst not yet, perhaps, having had a 
general effect of reducing costs, has never- 
theless. played an important part in 
supplementing the traditional house- 
building programme. Generally speaking, 
non-traditional houses are based on 
systems using either (a) factory fabricated 
components which are assembled on the 
site by. unskilled labour; (6) on-site 
construction such as in situ concrete; or 
(c) a mixture of traditional and pre- 
fabricated processes. 


The cross-wall system of construction*® 
is a development combining traditional 
and prefabricated construction which 
appears to have important economic 
potentialities. 

Its principles are that the brick cross- 
walls take all the loads of floor and roof, 
the front and rear walls being merely 
weather screens which can be made of 
panels of various kinds of prefabricated 
materials. 

An important economic factor is the 
saving on foundation work resulting from 
restricting the loads to the cross-walls, 
a particularly interesting feature being 
that the worse the site the greater is the 
saving compared with the traditional 
house. 


One of the non-traditional types which, 
both in Britain and on the Continent, 
have been proved to compete most favour- 
ably with the brick house is the “ No- 
Fines” in situ concrete house. An 
important advantage of this form of 
construction over most of the prefabricated 
types is that it allows more freedom to 
the individual architect. 


It is perhaps significant that prefabrica- 
tion has so far made only limited headway 


* Illustrated in The Builder of March 28, 1952. Ep. 
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in the two-storey housing world compared 
with its success in school and factory 
building. The answer may be that, at 
least in areas within easy reach of brick- 
fields, the cost of the traditional materials 
is sufficiently low to make it impossible 
for prefabrication, with its | essentially 
more expensive materials and plant, to 
compete in the housing field. In any case 
it would appear to be more logical, 
assuming both methods of building to be 
essential to our economy to-day, to build 
the larger buildings, with their larger 
components, of prefabricated materials, 
rather than the house for which the small 
brick unit is so convenient. : 


LAYOUT 


Referring to the question of layout, 
Mr. Womersley said : 


“One of the criticisms of many of the 
post-war housing schemes is that there 
has been, perhaps, in the endeavour to 
provide good amenities, too easy an 
acceptance of low densities. ‘The average 
net residential density in provincial towns, 
exclusive of flats, seems to be about 10 or 
11 houses to the acre whilst some schemes 
are as low as eight to the acre. Bearing 
in mind the fact that terrace development 
is now generally accepted, it is important 
that densities should be substantially 
increased to something nearer 15 to the 
acre, if costs are to be kept within bounds 
and a reasonable amount of agricultural 
land is to be retained. 


“Higher densities do not necessarily 
mean less amenity and public open space. 
Many schemes which look most economical 
from the street turn out, on analysis, to 
be very wasteful. Some corridor-street 
schemes contain carriageways of excessive 
widths and incorporate gardens behind 
the houses which are too big for the tenants 
to cultivate. By careful planning these 
layouts might have been amended, without 
any loss of density, to provide substantial 
savings in road works, more economical 
rear gardens, common: greens for the 
recreation of old and young and groups 
of allotments for those who really wish to 
go in for vegetable growing—thus achiev- 
ing real economy of land use and capital.” 


BOND-STREET DECORATIONS 


“THE ROYAL FANFARE” will be the theme 
of coronation decorations in Bond-street. 
On each side of the street, from one end 
to the other, will be hung crimson banners, 
each supported by two trumpets and in- 
scribed with the royal cipher above a crown. 
Above the middle of the street will be, at 
intervals, large multi-coloured spheres which 
will glisten in the sunlight by day and in the 
floodlight at night. Screens of blue cloth in 
the pattern of a portcullis, bearing at its 
centre the royal cipher beneath the crown, 
will be suspended at certain road junctions. 
At the Piccadilly end of the street will be 
a large set-piece made up of a ring of 
trumpets bearing different coloured banners 
and, above the trumpets, a crown over which 
will be placed, as if suspended, a royal stave 
or mace. This scheme of decorations has 
been planned by Messrs. Trehearne and 
Norman, Preston and Partners, 83, Kings- 
way, W.C.2, for the Bond-street Association, 
and has been approved by a committee of 
Westminster City Council. 
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L.C.C. HOUSING . 


Government Policy Criticised 


[HE London County Council, at its meet- 

ing on Tuesday, considered a joint 
report of the housing and finance commit- 
tees on the effect of the Government’s policy 
on the council’s housing operations. The 
report discussed the effects under four heads, 
based on a resolution passed by the council 
last December. 

On the first, the increase in the rate of 
interest on loans, the reports states that the 
current average cost of a house provided by 
the council, including land, roads and sewers, 
is £1,875, and the cost of a flat served by 
a lift, including site costs, is £2,600. On these 
figures the increase in debt charges a 
dwelling consequent on the increased rate of 
interest from 3 per cent. to 44 per cent. is 
£19 a year, or 7s. 4d. a week for a house 
and £26 a year or 10s. a week for a flat. 
The additional debt charges on each year’s 
housing capital expenditure will be about 
£200,000, against which may be offset the 
increased subsidies. Figures are given to 
show that the burden on the rates will be 
increased by about £9 a year for each house 
and reduced by about £3 a year for each flat. 

Second, on housing standards, the report 
refers to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government’s recommendations for saving 
in circulation space and the specimen house 
designs issued in November, 1951. In the 
specimen plans, it is stated, all the three- 
bedroom houses have frontages of 25 to 27 
feet, making them suitable only for use on 
low-density sites outside the county. The new 
specimen designs do not, therefore, assist the 
council in its problem of providing a propor- 
tion of houses on high-density in-county sites 
and on some out-county sites where the 
narrow-frontage terrace house is essential. 


The reduction in total area, while rigidly 
maintaining the standard of aggregate living 
space, has in many of the plans resulted in 
unduly cramped entrance halls, without space 
for coats, etc., and working kitchens of 90 to 
100 sq. ft. These objections might be met 
by a slight decrease in the areas of the 
kitchen and an increase in the size of halls. 
In no case, however, has pram space been 
provided in the hall, the intention being that 
the pram should be kept in the internal 
store. This is undesirable when the store is 
used as a passage through which the dust- 
man and the coalman have to pass. 

Third, on the increase in licences to 
private builders for houses to rent and for 
sale, the report says that the council is not 
a licence-issuing authority for the erection of 
houses, and it is not expected that any in- 
crease in the number of licences issued by 
the M.B.C.s will have any adverse effect on 
the council’s housing programme. 


Last, on the sale of council houses, the 
Teport states that nearly 700 inquiries as to 
the council’s intentions in this respéct have 
been received, but only about 90 of these 
came from the council’s tenants. It is con- 
sidered that the interest of the large 
number of applicants on the waiting list 
would best be served by the council con- 
tinuing its present policy of renting all its 
housing accommodation: and leaving the 
building of houses for sale to private enter- 
prise. It is therefore recommended that the 
council should not exercise its power to sell 
council houses, 

The report is signed by Mr. A. Reginald 
Stamp and Mr. D. H. Daines, chairmen of 
the housing and finance committees 
respectively. 

q 
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SAVING FARMLAND - 


Importance of Filling Up Gaps in Towns 


PEAKING at the annual national confer- 
ence of the Town and Country Planning 
Association at County Hall, London, on 
October 23, Mr. ERNEST MARPLES, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, said that where 
to put new houses so as to lose as little farm 
land as possible presented the planner of 
to-day with his main challenge. An essential 
part of this process was to make the wisest 
use of the central sites from which derelict 
and out-worn housing must be cleared. 


“In the town plans, which form part of 
the development plans recently submitted by 
county boroughs, there has been a tendency 
to allocate new land for housing when the 
old land cauld still -be used without aban- 
doning the standards we have set ourselves,” 
he said. “I do not think I should be over- 
stating it if I said that sometimes the plan- 
ning authority seems to have had a blind 
spot for the possibilities of some of the gaps 
and undeveloped sites within the existing 
urban areas. It is essential that town plans 
should never lay themselves open to the 
charge of having condoned even the begin- 
nings of decay and waste at the heart of 
the town, while growth continued at the 
extremities. 

“In spite of this, I have no hesitation in 
saying that the development plans now 
coming in are the most realistic so far pro- 
duced. In contrast with much of the plan- 
ning which took place before 1939, the 
present type of development plan is not 
simply restrictive. It can be, and generally 
is, a.constructive instrument of policy. This 
is largely due to the thorough nature of the 
surveys which preceded the plans. These 
surveys really show how local needs compare 
with local resources in such matters as 
houses, schools, roads and public buildings. 
And in the matter of open spaces, who can 
say whether any systematic attempt would 
have been made to grapple with this problem 
had it not been for the spur the develop- 
ment plans provided? ” 

Mr. Marples added that development plans 
were being drawn up with the realisation that 
changes must and could be introduced, and 
one of the great gains of the system was 
the increased attention it would cause one 
authority to give to the progress and fortunes 
of another’s plans. 


SALE OF COUNCIL HOUSES 
Wolverhampton Defers Question 


THE QUESTION of the sale of council 
houses was discussed at a recent meeting of 
Wolverhampton Town Council. ALDERMAN 
H. E. Lane, chairman of the Housing Com- 
mittee, said that out of a total of 99 priority 
applicants who qualified for a house in July, 
1952, only 32 were able to afford the rent 
of a post-war house; the other 67 were 
waiting for re-lets of pre-war council houses 
and flats inclusive rents of which varied 
from 4s. 8d. to 19s. Gd., as compared with 
the inclusive rentals of the post-war houses 
and flats of from 12s. to 28s. 1d. 

The chairman argued that in the light of 
these facts it was essential that the com- 
mittee retained their pre-war houses in order 
that they could fulfil requests of priority 
cases by the system of transfer. 

The council accepted a recommendation 
of the housing committee that the question 
of sales should be deferred for a year. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


The Sovereign’s Speech 


JN her speech on November 4, opening 
Parliament, The Queen referred to nine 
Bills which are to be introduced in the new 
session. Included are several affecting the 
building industry. Her Majesty said: 

“In the interests of the employment and 
the standard of living of my people, my 
Government will persevere with measures to 
curb inflation and to reduce the heavy load 
of Government expenditure. 

“A steadily increasing number of houses 
will be built under my Government’s pro- 
gramme. 

“ Bills will be laid before you for the 
reorganisation of the iron and steel industry 
and to provide for changes in the transport 
industry. 

“Further measures will be promoted 
relating to the Town and Country Planning 
Act-of 1947,* to local Government Super- 
annuation and to the date for depositing 
new rating valuation lists. 

““My Ministers will propose an extension 
of the existing temporary Acts on leasehold 
property in England and Wales and in Scot- 
land, and will seek an opportunity of 
making known their policy on this subject.” 


Electricity Board Building 

On October 20 Mr. NABARRO asked the 
Minister of Fuel and Power what sum of 
building licences had been issued by his 
department to the Midlands Electricity Board 
during 12 months to September 30, 1952, for 
office and showroom accommodation; what 
new Offices and showrooms had been licensed 
for building at Shrewsbury; and to what 
extent authority for the purchase of private 
dwelling houses, for use as offices, was given 
by these licences. 

Mr. GEOFFREY LLoyp said that during the 
12 months ended September 30, 1952, he 
issued no authorisations for showrooms 10 
the Midlands Electricity Board and only one 
for the erection of two timber huts at a 
cost of £1,277 for use as offices. Since 
vesting date, one authorisation had been 
given to the Board for the adaptation of 
offices for service centres at Shrewsbury. 
This was on March 31, 1950, for work to 
cost £2,780, the work consisting of altering 
premises in the High-street, held by the 
Board and its predecessors for some years. 
Defence Regulation 56A did not provide for 
authorisations for the purchase of private 
dwelling houses. But the consent of the 
local Housing Authority was required under 
Defence Regulation 68CA before private 
dwelling houses could be converted to other 
uses. 


Output per Man-Hour 

On October 28, SIR WALDRON SMITHERS 
asked the Minister of Works if he would 
give statistics of the output per man-hour in 
the building industry for 1938, 1945 and at 
the latest available date, respectively. 

Mr. Ecctes said that the physical output 
of the building industry was impossible to 
measure, owing to the great range of types 
of work and materials used. 

SiR WALDRON asked whether an appeal 
could not be made to the building industry 
to stop restrictive practices and to lay as 
many bricks per hour as our fathers did. 

Mr. EccLes: One activity in the industry 
has increased this year compared with last 
year more than we can possibly have 





*Mr. Macmillan’s remarks on the Development 
Charges will be found on page 674. 
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expected. The same number of bricklayers 
are laying 10 million more bricks a week 
than last year. 

Mr. SHINWELL invited the Minister to 
repudiate implications that building trade 
workers were not working hard enough. 

Mr. Ecces: I am satisfied with the pro- 
gress we are making, but we can make more 
progress, and I believe we shall. 


Building Materials 


On October 28, Sir IAN FRASER asked the 
Minister of Works what was the present 
production and stock position of bricks, 
cement and other building materials; and 
how these figures compared with a year ago. 

Mr. Eccies said that in the first nine 
months of 1952 the production of bricks and 
cement had each increased by over 9 per 
cent. on the same period of 1951, and was 
continuing to rise. Brick stocks varied, and, 
generally speaking, were adequate in the 
south, but inadequate in the north and in 
Scotland. Cement stocks were low, following 
a busy building season, but it was hoped 
would recover soon when production over- 
took reduced winter demand. He did not 
expect serious difficulties with other materials 
for which he was responsible. 

Sir Ian asked if stocks were enough to 
meet the needs of the Government’s pro- 
gressive housing policy. 

Mr. Ecctes said that stocks of bricks and 
cement were low, but as the production of 
both these commodities was rising, he 
thought they would keep on going at a good 
rate through the winter and get ahead next 
year. 


Industrial Building 


On October 28, Mr. Sparks asked the 
Minister of Works to state the capital cost 
of new industrial construction and exten- 
sions approved by licence since October, 
1951; and the comparative figures for the 
period October, 1950, to October, 1951. 

Mr. Eccres said £126 million from 
October, 1950, to September, 1951, and £109 
million from October, 1951, to September, 
1952. Those figures related not to work 
done, but to work licensed. The building 
industry was overloaded in 1951 and the new 
Government had to impose a ban on new 
starts from November to February. There 
was also a shortage of steel in the early part 
of the year. These difficulties were being 
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overcome, and in future it would be possible 
to license more industrial work. 


Unemployment Figures 

On October 28, MR. PorTER asked the 
Minister of Labour if he would state the 
number of unemployed workers in the 
building industry at the last available date; 
and what percentage were craftsmen. 

Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, who replied, 
said that the figures were 21,756 at Septem- 
ber 15, of whom 21.1 per cent. were building 
trade craftsmen. 


Improved Grates 


On October 28, during a debate on fuel 
and power, many references were made to 
fuel-saving devices. Mr. GEOFFREY Lioyp, 
the Minister of Fuel and Power, said that 
there had been really remarkable progress 
in the production and distribution of im- 
proved grates during the year. He had told 
the House last March that it looked as if 
about 900,000 of these appliances would 
be produced during the year. He was very 
glad to say that it now looked as if they 
would have about 1,700,000 of these appli- 
ances during this year. That compared with 
a figure of only 200,000 three years ago. 
It was a, 700 per cent. increase. The figure 
had now reached the position where it was 
significant in relation to the number of 
households in the country. That was very 
important for the comfort of the people, 
because anybody who had had anything to 
do with these new grates would agree that 
the efficiency with which they gave out heat 
was really remarkable. 

Mr. PuHitie NOoeL-BAKER said that a 
cheap utility open fire with 40 per cent. 
efficiency should be designed, and mass- 
produced, at a really reasonable price. 
Arrangements should be made to install 
these new appliances in existing houses, and 
no subsidy or licence should be granted for 
new building unless they were installed. To 
be penny wise on this cost of housing in 
this regard was madness to-day. He advo- 
cated a greater use of gas for domestic 
heating. He was not suggesting that the 
use of electricity should be entirely cut out. 


Moffling Noise from Aircraft 


On October 28, MR. MAUDLING, the Par- 
liamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation, replying to a brief debate 
on the noise made by low-flying aircraft, said 
that one of the greatest sources of annoyance 
and inconvenience was the running-up of 
aircraft engines at night, which was an 
essential part of the necessary maintenance 
of aircraft which were taking off early next 
morning. He knew that, particularly in the 
London area, this caused a good deal of 
inconvenience. The Ministry had been 
examining tke possibility of muffling this 
noise by installing what were known as 
“acoustic walls.” The construction of the 
first prototype permanent acoustic wall 
would, they hoped, be started early next 
month, and they intended, with the co-opera- 
tion of the various airline operators, to give 
this acoustic wall the greatest and quickest 
possible test to make sure how good acoustic 
walls would be in practice and to see in 
what ways they could improve on the con- 
struction which they had so far developed. 
He hoped that by this acoustic wall, which 
they intended to instal—and they would 
proceed with the construction of other 
acoustic walls if it proved satisfactory—they 
would be able substantially to reduce the 
nuisance caused by the maintenance running 
of aero engines at night. 








682 


RESTRICTIONS IN THE 
USE OF SOFTWOOD 


New Timber Economy Memorandum 


MORE than 50 operations in building 
work, for which the use of softwood 
is restricted, are listed in the Ministry of 
Works’ new Economy Memorandum for 
Timber,* published on November 5. 

In the majority of items the effect of the 
restrictions is to prohibit the use of softwood 
altogether. In others restriction applies 
to sizes. These, in the case of floor and ceil- 
ing joists, rafters, purlins and floor boards, 
are specified for particular span and loading 
in tables given as appendices to the memo- 
randum. In a few cases, for example, in 
shuttering and formwork, the use of soft- 
wood is permitted only where alternatives 
are impracticable; or the restriction may 
apply to new softwood, as in hoardings, 
temporary guard-rails, etc., where salvaged 
timber can be used. 

Alternatives are suggested, such as hard- 
wood, concrete, brickwork, asbestos cement 
sheeting, etc., because, as the memorandum 
points out, since most timber used in build- 
ing is imported, and its cost in sterling and 
foreign currency accounts for a large part 
of the nation’s raw material imports, it is 
imperative that stocks are used to the best 
advantage and without avoidable waste. 

All Government Departments concerned 
with building have been urged to secure com- 
pliance with the memorandum.  Require- 
ments of softwood will be examined in the 
light of the memorandum, and the amount 
authorised will be based on observance of 
the restrictions laid down in it. 

The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government has given its full approval to 
the dimension tables, which can be safely 
accepted by local authorities as satisfying 
building bye-laws. Copies of the memo- 
randum will be circulated to all local 
authorities in England and Wales. 

The memorandum does not apply to Scot- 
land, for which a separate edition will be 
published. 

Previous economy memoranda already 
issued in the Ministry’s new series are:— 
No. 1, Cement for Housing and Small-Scale 
Building; No. 2, Cement for Engineering and 
Large-Scale Building; No. 3, Using Bricks to 
the Best Advantage. Economy in the use of 
steel is dealt with in the Ministry’s “ Steel 
Economy Bulletin No. 1: The Design of 
Buildings,” published last August. 

It is recommended that these economy 
memoranda be read in conjunction with 
the “Report on Economy of Building 
Materials ” which sets out the recommenda- 
tions drawn up by the heads of the Works 
Directorates of the three Service Depart- 
ments and of the Ministry of ‘Works. 





OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Trade in Ferro-Alloys Freed 

The Minister of Supply, Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, has decided to restore the right of 
individual manufacturers and merchants to 
import and distribute all ferro-alloys without 
exception. Applications for licences should 
be addressed to the Board of Trade. 


Copper Sales 


_ After reviewing the U.K. supply situation 
in the light of the present Rhodesian strike, 
the Ministry of Materials will not reduce the 
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November quantity of copper which con- 
sumers may buy from the Ministry. It is 
hoped that no reduction will be necessary 
in respect of December deliveries but, pend- 
ing a later announcement the forward pur- 
chases for December delivery will be limited 
to three-quarters of November allocations. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
New B.M.P. Chairman 


Mr. F.C. Braby, chairman of Fredk. Braby 
and Co., Ltd., has become chairman of the 
executive committee of the National Coun- 
cil of Building Material Producers on the 
retirement from that office of Mr. W. H. 
Pilkington on his appointment as deputy 
president of the Federation of British Indus- 
tries. Mr. Pilkington and Mr. Braby both 
remain vice-presidents of B.M.P. 


Lynton Bungalows Built in Four Weeks 


H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh, on his 
visit to Lynton on October 29, opened eight 
bungalows built in only four weeks to house 
victims of the Lynmouth disaster. The 
bungalows were built by the Cornish Unit 
method. In a telegram to the chairman of 
the Lynton Urban District Council, Mr. 
Harold Macmillan, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, sent his congratulations 
to the contractors and to all concerned in 
this work of rebuilding. 


Singapore Improvement Trust 

A “year of intense activity” is described 
in the annual report for 1951 of the Singa- 
pore Improvement Trust, in which some of 
the many new blocks of flats built by the 
Trust are illustrated. The report records 
that high costs of. materials and an acute 
shortage of labour cut the completion of 
houses by 50 per cent. of the target figure 
and delayed the commencement of new pro- 
grammes by nearly 12 months. Reference is 
also made to two visits to Singapore by Sir 
George Pepler, in his capacity as planning 
adviser to the Government of the Colony. 
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BUILDERS’ FOREMEN’S 
DINNER 
Opportunities for Advancement 
y rPO-DAY all the lights in the building 

industry are turning to green, and 
we are being urged to push ahead 
with all possible speed in carrying out 
an enormous programme of building 
work, including houses, schools, factories 
and defence works. A programme on 
this scale creates additional problems for the 
industry, and in the last resort we all know 
they are solved or not solved according to 
the resourcefulness and skill of those stal- 
warts of .the building site, the foremen and 
clerks of works.” This observation was made 
by Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, when he presided at the annual 
dinner of the London Association of 
Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works at 
the Café Royal, W.1, on October 29. 

Mr. Robertson went on to remark that: 
“Four years ago the Federation helped to 
set up the Standing Committee for the Train- 
ing of General Foremen to deal with the 
shortage of such men in the building indus- 
try, and to formulate a training scheme for 
men of craft experience so that they would 
be capable of taking on the higher posts and 
fit themselves for advancement. As a result, 
courses in general foremanship have been 
run at 50 or so technical colleges throughout 
the country.” 

It was, therefore, with some regret that 
Mr. Robertson had learned of the danger of 
some of the courses in the London area 
being discontinued owing to a lack of can- 
didates. He believed that this was where 
members of the London Association of 
Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works 
could help. There was no better encourage- 
ment for the man attending classes, or think- 
ing of doing so, than that the general fore- 
man at his place of work should show some 
interest in the course of study he was follow- 
ing, and give him the benefit of his wider 
experience in the practical field. The ex- 
perienced general foreman was the one best 
qualified to note a promising craftsman or 
young trade foreman likely to make a good 
general foreman after a: suitable training 
course. By informing his employer of his 
views he could initiate the first steps towards. 
encouraging the craftsman to go to classes. 

“To my mind,” Mr. Robertson stated, “ if 
the building industry is to continue to give 
efficient service ‘to the public and retain its 
pre-eminent position in the industrial life of 
this country, it is essential that it should not 
only see that the young men coming into it 
have the opportunity to train themselves for 
positions of greater re:ponsibility, but that 
they should. also be encouraged by both 
their employers and their colleagues in the 
industry to sacrifice. some of their leisure 
hours to attend the necessary courses of in- 
struction.” 

Mr. F. H. Grecory, editor of the Asso- 
ciation’s Journal, expressed an appreciation 
of the efforts of the Standing Committee, but 
urged a reconsideration of the question of 
awarding certificates upon satisfactory com- 
pletion of the training course. He felt that 
if they were to attract students to the courses, 
some incentive must be provided, and they 
would want something to show for the 
sacrifice of two evenings a week. If the: 
students had the ambition to seek a qualifi- 
cation, then they were of the right material 
to attain practical competence and ability, 
and the Association would show them the 
right road. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


'HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 





for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. ‘The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


£ 
Pit Ballast peryd. 1 0 


—— 5 


1. 
Pit Sand “ep sx ~~ Mie oe = 19 11 
Washed Sand . ise bin ne me a ae 2:9 
Zin. Shingle... ree oo cad aie ao 2 is °.S 
3 in. Broken Brick... ee #3 key 8 Se 19 3 
Pan Breeze... = ao BA 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate perton 2 16 10 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and upwards, site... er x Ps 411 0 
1 to 6 tons, site ad — 5 0 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site . ae oe -s 419 0 
1 to 6 ton do. Re 5 3-8 
Aquacrete Water RE... Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots aaa Pa 612 6 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 196s. 3d. to 420s. oe aes ton. 
White Portland Cement ae ak 12 11 6 
Under | ton per cwt. 15 0 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. "per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 18s. 9d. to £10 12s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Cement Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


perton 6 3 6 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ne 149 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton _— at Railway Depot, 

London vas re ‘ 519 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks ee ca ite “ .. perl,000 10 15 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... or sas ee cai Hi 919 0 
Mild Stocks... ai af, ae 8 8 0 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


District. Commons es Ks - 5 8 0 
Cellular rs ror ont aan ea a 5 8 0 
Keyed Gor cz bas ea ame id Pe: 510 0 
Rustics ‘ as she iad ee zie ms 613 0 
Cellular Rustics ... aes ree nae sae ie 613 0 
Single Bullnose do. ie aaa ine ae ys 6 8 0 
Sandfaced ... nae ee oa nee a 7? &-@ 
Cortex Facing Bricks ye és ¢ 3 06 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) hee eee 22 19 O 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) ... ads we 23 13 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... Aes Ric eS 20 12 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ie wis a 9 5 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) oy 8 2 6 

24 in. Best eee Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) - ‘i Zi 45'6 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) _ 43 25 11 O 

2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red “Facings 
(London Sites) Pa 1219 6 
at a Machine-made Multi ‘Red Facings ‘(London a ee 

es) os 

oF 4 g made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) ne! 13 16 0 

- 2$ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi ‘Colour Facings 
(London Sites) ” 13 16 O 

2% in. Surrey Clamp ‘Burnt Muki ‘Stock Facings 
(London Sites) A oe 12 9 0 





2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings £s. d. 
(London Sites) . per1,000 13 2 6 

Glazed Bricks (London Stations), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... ‘ia 40 0 0 
Headers baa xe re. 39 10 O 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44- -in. - Flats: es er oe 50 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... = kee wig “ 53 0 0 
Double Headers _... pias foe ee ome 3 48 10 0 
One side andtwoends __.... a hie sea i 5410 0 
Two sides and oneend ... or “i Pe a 56 0 0 
Splays and Squints Suc BPS rae pe 52 0 0 


Second quality £2 less than Bests. Cream and Buff 
£2 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£5 10s. Od. extra over White. All above plus 60 
per cent. for Bests and plus 55 per cent. for 
Second quality. Plus delivery to site, 30s. per 1,000 


PARTITION SLABS. etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow CLay ParTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 

F lorry loads 
Zim. ace ae ws SSB yds. aa ... peryd.sup. 42 
25 me... ror «os, Jaa Yom 7S ae De 4 5 
UI ae noe eon ye sae aad ee 411 
4 in. (6 cavity) . 95 yds. a me “a 6 5 

Half blocks at no extra charge. 

CLINKER CONCRETE ’ 
py Saree ana .. 100 yds. oe oF ‘a 329 
y.) Dee ea ese SP YOS: a? Sax os oe 
ere re cae 0a OS re ate me 44 
4 ee a we «SS yds. eae aa = 5 6 
CRANHAM 
7 a eee aa ae a as kiby ar ‘a $3 
2s in. ... gs sea AS on Be = sa 6 2 
7 - “ea a cea ase das kaa o ee y ee 
Sie ea Pas a aa 8 il 
att in. Load bearing quality ae és Se. aie a 9 il 
Fioor BLocks 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry-loads ... aie aa : .. per1,000 3012 0 
4 in. le sas wea sae a ie aa a 33 13 O 
5 in. do. ue aaa ate saa moe aa ‘se 38 5 O 
6 in. Cs acs re sae es saa ti ro 45 9 0. 
7 in. Cee weg a se ue ae a 52 10 0 
8 in. do. e ae a oi 59 19 O 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
under 2 tons. under 2 tons. 
+874% +974% 
+10% +874% +10% +9749 
+374°,4874%  +374%+974% 
+474%4874% +474% +9747 


Over 2 tons 
Best Quality ee $O67EY 
B.S.S. Best do. 2 
Tested Quality +374% +674% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474% +674% 


s. d. 
3 in. mae Drain —— bos 12 in. racntt per 1,000 5 15 0 
4 in. do. et de a 1215 6 
6 in. do. we 26 9 O 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park ae sa aia . perft. cube 6 7 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground aa y MET 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area ,, 74 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aa tee pe 6 11 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ; is ee Ps 7 4 


Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
3 in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area 


oad per ft. sup. 5 11 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 


described . pe & 2 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue ‘Robin "Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. ... 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
stooled cills . perft.cube 219 6 
2in. X 6 in. do. do. aan is y ey Fe 
12 in. Xx 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated oes ‘ot 112 6 
12 in. xX 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping ‘a y ee Be 
14in. X 6 in. do. do. oe va 119 0 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... ae 115 0 
3 in. sawn two sides ‘Slabs, random sizes ... per ft. sup. 6 3 
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STONE—continued P - 
s. d. 
bee ge and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
edges coped for rendered brickwork ..perft.cube 1 1 6 
“hs. do -_s one noe for oe face 
brickwork ska see uae Ss . Boa Sng 
Hard York— . 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 1 ee 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front .perft.cube 2 0 0 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Ste s, ‘rubbed top and front 1.15 °3 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointe Paving, given sizes .. per ft. ‘sup. x Hate | 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 2 9 3 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French meee a from 
Lincolnshire district ae 26 10 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ae, Soe +e 41 5 0 
Hand-made Double Reman Bridgwater district ive 54 0 0 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district Res seine 2 2.9 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district... até 12 4 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles i wr ee Va 
Machine-made a 4 Valley tiles Fa oe ee 
Concrete tiles = co bas 613 0 
do. smnihlegs (498) :. sed 17 15 0 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First- “~~ Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
ai ull truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
,000 pon 
24 x 12 a 96 7 6 
22 x 42 82 10 0 
ma x ii 7410 6 
20 x 12 69 17 0 
20 x 10 65 10 6 
18 x 10 48 10 9 
18 x 9 43 90 
16 x 10 42 12 6 
16 x 8 men Ty seu me ox sis oo Ss3 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality oon hoe -- Ex ee standard £110 to yore 
Carcassing quality * £95 to £105 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved. Flooring > os £110” 00 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany— African S.E. Me do. perft.cube 1 7 6 
do. Honduras do. Ene do. wi 215 0 
Oak European do. << do. re 200 
do. Japanese do. ae do. nF 2-106 
do. English Logs sawn . do. an Lo -O 
Teak 8in.averageS.E. ... do. 23 3 00 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. on 2 oe 
DOORS (in Lots I—II) 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. ace ae «. each 113 9 
2 ft.3 in. xX 6ft.6in. ... ida died ae ee 114 9 
2 ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. ... tes ses ies . Su. 9 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. nae a yes oy 118 3 
2 in. do., but top aay ae Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 Sas sien nas is 5 213 0 
3 ft 9in. x 6 ft. oy Bee ee, ae ‘ne ee 216 0 
2 in. 2 Panel, top pe ag Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. xX 6 ft. 6 bes oie a eee x ae ae 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. Gin. aoe a ou a 2.39 36 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 mi 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ws. «= per yd. 5 10 
1} in. do. (67 yds. tolton)... ma ac 7 6 
2 in. do. (52 yds. tol ton)... TE e 9 24 
24in. | do. (45 yds.tolton) ... rs a 10 9 
3 in. * do. (39 yds.tolton)... 11 114 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. Imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
“it 100sq.ft. 2 5 0 
in. ew do. ode xis ice > 2°60 
in. do. do. 7 0 
# in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets si ~- Ber yd. sup. 2 11 
nae Felt, fed aes oe mR 1 6 
ae sis 1 9 
Best Scotch Glue, in the . per $ cwt. 5 0 0 
pearl 5 5 0 
Croid “Glue 58 lb. 2 5 0 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up (- ton lots) per ton 59 15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) percwt. 213 6 
METALS Steet Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. xX 5in., 8in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in., 
12 in. x 6 in. ag cut to esp delivered London 
area ion per ton 36 0 O 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. < 14 in. a Re pate if 310 0 
3 in. X 3 in., 4 in. x 3in., 5 in. *X 2h in. wae xe ee 
4in. x 13 i in. An abe si oi 3 0 0 
43 in. x 1} in., 24 in. x Thi in. os cab aa 2 0:0 
Sin. X 3 in., 22 in. x’7 in. Ae ose on mm 1 00 





6in. Xx 3 in. sip me pst - per ton 
9 in. X 7 in. sn aig sao ee oe 39 
10 in. x an 5 ees SS IB ice uae at ” 
Sin. x 4in., 6in. x 44in., 7in. x 34 in. 
7in. X 4in., 8in. x 4in., Qin. X 4in., 
10in. x Sin., 10in. x 8in., 12in. X 8in., 
13 in. X Sin., 14in. x S5hin., 14in. X 6in., i 
14in. X 8in., 15in. X Sin., 15in. X 6in., 
16in. X 6in., 16in. X 8in., 18in. x 6in., 
18in. xX 7in., 18in. X 8in., 20in. x 64in., 
20 in. x 74 in. _ uae sue re oe 
Steel angles average price... pn san eee »» 
Steel tees average price on ooo a8 ” 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut ont em ‘is bea eas +s 
Compound girders .. gas a She és2 % 
Stanchions die ps aa BA we 
Compound stanchions ae hike eee 9 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins — ... » 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex nantes 


Stock j in. diam., and upwards <3 36 2 6 
4 in. diam. ... ihe sie + per ton extra3 12 0 
frin.do.- = AB sit se vi ps 217 0 
t indo... oA as oi a Ae = 22 0 

ean. 5 a aie we il ee = te ee 


MILD STEEL TUBES 
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Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and foliowik ines discounts : 
ttin; 


Malleable List — 424% +40% 


wn 
S 


Siz 


ss 
IAs 
oe os 


Branches 
4/8 
5/7 
6/10 
Tul 
9/6 


6/10 


8/6 
10/2 
11/10 


— Tube W.I. Fittings Malleable 
aA +. 184, Light > +-228% 
ClassB + 104% ighi 

ClassC + 264% Heavy + 308% 
go 

ass — 234% . . 

ClassB  — 1349 Light + 83% Malleable List — 424% 

ClassC — 1%° Heavy £ 168% 

pitinsttundiageenh pike " 

elivere: ndon per yd. in 6-ft. len 
Gutters Nozzles 

3 in. : bee san ing PSHE * ee 2/8 
34 in. ai os “as asi cao ee 2/11 
4 in. aaah oh tapes! lca ope Soceee et T-/mes, ae /3 
4} in. ae ‘ad eas tee wae D {7 
5 in. es we a es diss ee 3/11 

: Cc. . 2 G. GUTTERS 
3 in. Ss se a a /104 3/6 
34 in. ie ike se eu ow. 4/4 3/6 
4 in. ous nee yi a oo. 3/7 
44 in. Es Ee sip nee Pali 4/2 
5 in. eri abe aan ise Oeics iv; 4/10 

C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in wie lenghts ipes Bends 
2 in. ae ibs dee bc, Ge 3/3 
24 in. ks eno ies Re > 3/7 
3 in. seas shee 4/7 
34 in. abe) ee 5/5 
4 in. a joc. OSE 6/7 
L. cc. ———- SoIL PIPES 

2 in. jem sen one sas ea 5/7 
24 in. as eee oe soc.) VEE 6/3 
3 in. a si 8/74 ig 
34 in. he coe sale dic ew 8/6 

in. 
4i 11/04 9/6 


13/7 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water ‘and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 5% and 


tonnage allowance. 
L.Cc. pag DRAIN PIPEs. 


9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 
4 in. ane eis ic ek" Mae ee 13/- 
6 in. ira wet eos ae EE 27/1 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 

Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/14 3/64 4/24 
Shoes pee Se each 2/- 2/3 2/8 
Single Branches ... oe 3/3 4/1 4/10 
Bends square or obtuse ,, 2/3 2/7 3/3 
Swan Necks 4+ in. or 

6 in. projection rs 2/9 3/7 3/10 

Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 

G 6-ft. lengths d. 3/3 : 3 a ; 

utters 6-ft. len; per y 
Drop ends ies each <2 2/4 2/7 
Stop Ends oS /10 fil 
Angles and nozzles ne ag 3/1 3/7 
Union Clips oe 1/4 1/7 1/11 

ASBESTOS sais eas bial ag AND a 
in in. 

Gutters 6-ft. ena per yd. 2/3. 3/8. 2/9 3/3 
Drop ends each 1/10 1 ye} ll 2/- 2/3 
Stop ends .. . se /8 /10 /ul 
Angles and nozzles = 2/1 23 3 2/8 2/9 
Union Clips “es ob fil 1/- 1/1 1/3 


4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


Branches 


22/11 
46/11 














METS 


Iron— 
Mild § 
Mild § 


Caps a 
Brass s! 


Lead P. 
screw 
Lead S. 
Solder 
Plum 
Tinm 
Blow 
Copper 
and tr 


iin 
in. 
1 in. 
lfin. 
1tin. 
2 in. 
Rolled | 
plus § 
Sheet Z 
do. 
Brass tu 
ing ex 
LEAD 
Basis se 
or He 


Lead Sh 
Lead W 
Lead Sc 


Lead Gi 
Extras ¢ 
5 cwt. a 
3 cwt. 
1 cwt. 
Pree 
upplyir 
weigh 
extra | 
Allowan 
ton w 


PLAST 


Coarse F 
do. | 

Sirapite 
do. | 


Blue Lia 
Hp 
ump 
White K 
Pink Ke 
Granite 
Po 
ypsum 
yds. ai 
Gypsum 
12 ft., 
Delive 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
bat a d 
ie & 
ee ne potas a See ap «ae. 4-6-6 
Mild Steel B i a ae ee 
Mild Steel noel ase Sas os ue ion ee eS 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Ss. '¢ 
Soft sheets C.R. and cy a — 
20 gauge of Nae me? ‘eae ‘ea ice SE SO 
24 gauge Bp aap is eae re ead gta ee ee 
26 gauge a pty - 4414 0 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge vad dan eis tc nee 
24 — mac a pa 7 ne ae aa ve 8 
26 g at sae a ee 
Gaivauhes Flat sheets C. R. and ‘Gane 
20 gauge aaa sas ae re ‘ay “See oe 
24 gauge as ‘ay eae aes is wae RUE | 6 & cad 
26 gauge 60 12 0 


Metal Windows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S. 940. Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLuMBERS’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Sores ie London area 


.H. 
All per doz. 4in. in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron si -- 86/3 132/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron -.. 135/- 182/6 
Screw down stop cocks foriron 86/- 120/- 186/- 368/- 548/- 
with two unions for lead 124/- 165/- 263/- 488/- 703/- 1253/- 


lin. tin. Ifin. 2in. 


941/- 


Double nut boiler screws... 26/- 32/- 55/- 83/- 128/- 202/- 
Hea Croydon ball valves ... 226/- 348/- 481/- 732/- 903/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron ie ‘as ee 23/- 33/- 41/- 72/- 96/- peg 
1} in. H/° in. 2in. .3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws sas «. 29/- 50/- 92/- 120/- 130/- 
Brass sleeves ... - «.. 42/- 72/-.87/- 109/- 
“om My x bib. 2x7I1b. 3 x 7\kb. 
Lead P. trap with brass nine 
screws oe ae 57/- 71/3 114/- 194/9 
Lead S. trap do. ae ree 69/- 85/6 140/3 251/9 
Solder - s. d. 
Plumbers’ Son s& “ee ae per lb. : 0 
Tinmen’s... ep! eS ne xan és 4 10 
Blow pi pipe 4 
Copper tubes BSS6 59/1 1944 on the basic fice of 324d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. inimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
Extra 
19 143 Total per Ib 5 
in. x 19 gauge ... sis +e ‘otal per lb. 4 
| ae ee paal ae ds i : a i 
i in: X 18... eee eee eee 11 » » 444 
lfin. x 18 ” eee eee eee 114 ” ” 43 
lin. x 18 ,, saa aoa ie ee ei 4 
2 in. xX ye 12 ” ” 45 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price fae. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... « perton 33510 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards... per cwt. 9 6 9 
do. 12 gauge do. ss 949 
Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras ‘ae «. per Ib. 2:3 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£4, ¢. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 129 15 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils sad on 131 0 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. ie csi a 132 10 0 
do. over 4 in. dia - ner oa 134 10 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe aes py 132 10 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities aie 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton ~ e. per cwt. = Ss 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. tis ies i mee *s 40 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. dae vad seis 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £106 15s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’ 's works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton ec Bey ae 
do. White. do. do. nae BS 710 0 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. a a i eo ee 
do. Fine do. “ do. “an sp 713 6 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ine =n eas ge 614 6 
Hydratea Lime eer “aes Sea baa ax +..% 2 
Lump Lime . do. ae s 416 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in i-ton loads... a4 919 6 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in wae — abe as 914 3 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ee bis sg 2 4 6 
Hair per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum’ Plaster Lath or Base Board ti in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 


Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 


) ) 
2 


12 ft., ¢ in. aa 600 7 and over in orie deca 
Delivered si ue 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


£€ sd 
Delivered London area. 
Ceiling Distemper... ‘a oo indie -. percwt. 112 0 
Washable Giieneer ibe whe ae ie és 512 0 
Gloss Paint .. eo. Porgal. 215-0 
Snowcem cement paint Gn 1 cwt. drums) . percwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND > Ons 
Ground White Lead 5 cwt. casks a cee ~Percwt. 716 6 
1 cwt. kegs me 5. 9-6 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 208 gal. lots in 1 sal tins pergal. 217 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg. percwt. 6 7 9 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg aa pre aa 4:9 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ee + =©per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil & gal.) Drums extra 4 +» per gal. 18 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ae ae 18 11 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra.. Pe - 5 af 
do. lo. (40 gal.drum) do. Sah a 4 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cant), — ai oie ae 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) re 2 ey 20 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) | per lb E6 
White Lining Paper .. Bes per piece 1 ey 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ae per gal $12-<6 
Oak Pale Copal ee asi aa sad aa 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside aa a -— oi 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do, aes <P ail - 115 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... és tbe an a 4.4 °6 
Finest Carriage Varnish pe aS pe i “ 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... ae saa nn ok “a 117 6 
Japan Gold Size ad ate ad ae ‘aa ss 110 0 
Black Japan ... vee Pen as uaa abe pa a 3i@ 
Brunswick Black saa ma Sad aaa ae te 100 
Berlin Biack ... ie ais a a on a 15 0 
Terebine ied sd a ia 15 0 
Knotting (1 gal. “bottles “free)... ies AE ead mm 200 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) aa oe pe me 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. _ : 
Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes. i 
s. d. 
18 oz. ... & id as wae ‘ per ft. super 4§ 
v3 ee sae ana ua oa ree aie ad 6 
y <<” eee ins dea Hi: oa oe a 2 T 
32 om: sul ne ae rok ae a in 1 
English Rolled Plate and Figured Cathedral, etc., 
in cut sizes, over 500 ft. — of ” — 
Rolled Plate 4 in. nae c ea aaa os t 
a cast ¥ in. sos saa aed es aa - 9 
Rough cast}in. . *» 9 
Figured Rolled, ‘and Cathedral standard patterns... a8 Bi 
Figured Rolled, Standard Tints na a 
Figured Roiled Special Tints Bie oul ee a: a if 
Figured Rolled Real Ruby a pe ue 3 11 


in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, sa and - 
Reeded Glass (viz. Narrow Reeded, Broad Reeded, 
Major Reeded, Cross Reeded, Narrow santa 


Broad Reedlyte Luminating) a a 11 
Wired cast, } in. thick ee ois Yen ‘aaa pa 1 
Georgian Wired cast ae ses rots ae aa 1 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 

P.B.2 53 : 7 <3 - oS eas By ES each 29 

P.B.3 7 “<3 ne aie PR Pace eae, ey 42 

P.B.32 7. x 34 in, ae “a 4 2 

Radiused Corner Brick to match up with— 

P.B.2 - ‘<a $4 

P.B.3 é 6 9 

P.B.32 Pn 6 9 
Polished Plate Glass. ondinais whiiin aon $i in. thick per ft. super 

Glazing for Selected 

Glazing Glazing Silvering 

purposes Quality Laer 
In plates not were s. d. s. d. d. 
2 ft. SUD. .i- a ous ae 4 3 3 1 
5 ft. sup. ane wa aa 4 5 $2 6 2 
45 ft. sup. és rh aia : 1 $-:9 6 il 
6 9 8 10 


100 ft. sup 6 
Extra sizes, i.e., Plates exceeding 100 t sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. 


Glazing for Glazing purposes per ft. sup. 


s. d. 

Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. bothways 8 4 
180 ft. sup. or si a 35-9 

200 ft. sup. or pa 16 0 


, prices on "application. 
in., but if required in the 
lazing quality the under- 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. su: 
The usual thickness of Po ished Plate is about 
following special thicknesses in Glazing for 
mentioned extra charges will be made :— 
} in.—3 in. 


in. bare oe an ‘a ts ca .. 6d. per ft. super 


-- ho extra charge 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 








Town, Grade, 
Aberavon ....... os cewnen 
Aberdare resssesesecesee eh 
Abergavenny ....seseees 
Abingdon ....cccceeeseeA2 
ACCTINZtON ....cccccccess 


A 
Addlestone .....ccccccee-A 
Ide A2 


Aldeburgh ......... coos 
Aldershot District .......-.A2 
Alfreton U.D. .......0005-A 









Oe eS 
Altrincham ..... a 
Amble ........ ee | 
Amersham IEE | 
REIS . 0.0 6n0s00eesse 
pn aed ecccccce 
yee cocce ecoee 
Aabhp-te in Dowd ” 
Ashby Woulds U.D. . -A 
Ashford (Kent) ...... A2 


Ashford (Middlesex). 
Ashington 


eeeeeeeee 


tead 
Ashton-under-Lyne ....-. 
Atherton and > ell Pe 
rstone R.D. (parts of) A 
Bie 





Barry A 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 

by-on-the-Wolds A2)....A 
ERS Al 





svodnanionnnell 
citanh seenpeennncll 


UD. cocceeeeA 


eeeee eeececees 


> 


St 


& 


A asebiaeesy 


2 SI 


(Cheshire) ....A 


* For Dickeskeot, prong ayy London the ratene 


Craftemen, Se. 54d. La 


AS FROM OCTOBER 6, 1952. 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, ‘but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 





Grade Classification, A Al A2 A3 
Craftsmen .. «3/4 3/4 3/34 3/3 
Labourers san 2/104 2/10 2/94 
Pog Grade, Town, Grade. Town. Grade 
DE e a Os “ eee teeseesesee ee sAl — iacsk xbe oan woeae 
i ED eneponsvaseene rere eo eera 
Burnham big 6 507m Fleetwood epbesesperncte Lyneham (Devon) .. vemabn "2 
Burtowon-Tiest Ci mere % | eae See Macclesfield ....0c.cces0--A 
Saar Folkestone ......00++++A2 Maidenhead." ".........Al 
Bury Si. Edmunds ......Al ROMMOD cp cncenss ceased ems MMGUIMGER <5 sos exe ca 
Buxton Eee ie awake Scares Seen ee covvcceAhl Maltby Ses seeeneeee oA 
yfleet Gainsborough b egies On (ESSEX) ...cccccce 
“= ae ean A | Malvern UD. ..sctccccAl 
— mae « Al Manchester ......see0000-A 
eee eee eee eeeee Manni os ere 3 
ere Mans MS senkeves 
Gloucester March ....... AS 





ES OE A 
Camantacishbin. Cnty.of {A2 
Carnarvonshire, Cnty of ir 


ns sevens eccccee 
eS a ee veer 
ee Rae A 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . A 
SY SOUR... secceces 
Chatham & District ...... A 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. ...... A 
eee A 
CON lv ccnescccss A 
SOW ska wsleciaese'acs Al 
ROE ce ceccacce 





Chesterfield M.B. 

Chesterfield R.D. .. 

po wo ag U.D. 
hicheste: 


Chippenham (inc, Chippen- 
ham Within and ese 2 








ee ee e6vceses 
Ciscton ....5. eccccccccs Al 
Cleethorpes ...cccceoce 
Clevedon ..... eccces onedal 
Cleveleys ..... ewercccesos A 
Clitheroe .....2. eTTT Tre A 
Coalville U.D sobaGnees A 
Cobham (Surrey) .......-A 
Colchester coccccccecA 
CN «sacs peeeeee sevens A 
Colwyn Bay ...........-Al 
COOREION oe cccccctcnces Al 
sol eeccccce eecccee 
Conw. 
Commecll, Sa vothe 
Coventry’ C 
Cranbrook . 
leigh 
Crawley (Sussex) 
rewe A 
Cromer os 
Crowborough | 
Cuckfield scveiee 
Dalton-in-Furness ........A 
Darlington District ......A 
Darwen ........ A 
Shales bale A2 
Denbigh Town »»A2 
Derby C.B. . cone 
DS chaps ey | 
Devon, County of _ 
Didcot ..... --A2 
ee --A2 
Doncaster C.B. A 
TREE. ccccsaieseene coool 
Dorset, County of (except- 
Poole and Wimborne 
AD. Sagevebebeved 
Dover ...... eovccccccdce 
Dor oseepegcodes 


Dudley M.B. ee 


Durham City opeccecbocouh 


Eastbourne guiseeees ae 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val. ....A 
East Grinstead 


District... A2 
Siaees (Notts.) GD. A 
Ebbw Vale & District ... “4 


cccccecccccececesoA 


Exeter ....cccccccses coecA 








Joiners and Plumbers in all towns 





Gloucestershire, fe of 2 
Geller A 


ee ne 


vese! . 

Great Yarmouth ........ A 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D. (part) A 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 





Guildford District ...... A2 
Guilsborough ......,... Al 
CRE cihcicecs scecssnee 
Halesowen M.B, .......... A 
| Ra eee 
error © 
TIMOR SS vcccceccccsvAh 
Harlow ..... ccccse 
Harpenden .....0006 
Harrogate ...... 
PIORIIOE occ cccvesvecice 
Harwich tiecgonnenes 
arn eocccs 
Hatfield | (Herts.) . 
Haywards Heath ... 
Hemel Hempstead 
1 glia 
pee ne Pd Cnty. of .. 
PRED: eke cs wcecaee ° Bev: 
2 ee eyes 
Hexham U.D one A 
MONE Fc cvcwccnnesses A 
High Wycombe .... Al 
Highworth ..... otetees A2 
Hinckley U.D whee eae's 
Hitchin ...... eocccccese A 
Hoddesdon errr. | 
.. Sera cosecA2 
Horsham ..,.. . A2 
PON 50° -cGipeieg toc niee 
Huddersfield TeRearinenes A 
pee aaeasaenw scale Ge A 
oneness avecesececcce A2 
Huntingdon (Staffs) ...... A 
See wtb ae.0eis A 
ae eecccece ere 
ee cocceceeeA 
Isl of Shepoey vevdaccncsie 
Isle of Wight evccccccccce TTA2 
Jarrow M.B. ..... -okeeurae 
Keighley ..... chseo enone 





B 





cocccccccccess A 


RPT 6d.; Labourers, 3s. 03d. 
Plus 2d. ver working day. : 
and districts 














Merthyr ..... A 
Middlesbrough ou 
Middleton A 
Middlewich ., _A 
Milford Haven -Al 
Morecambe , A 
Morley. ..... A 
Mundesley ...... 2-A2 
re | 

A 


Newcastle-on-Tyne 3 kien eee 
Newcastle-under-Lyme see 
New Forest District ...... Al 







Newmarket ............ A 
Newport, Mon. .......... A 
Newport Pagnell ........ A2 
Newton Abbot ........ Al 
Northallerton Dist. ...... A 
Northampton C.B......... A 
North Shields . ..........A 
Norton Radstock ...... Al 
PRM nea ciccoek oovceA 
Nottingham C.B. ........A 
Nuneaton M.B. .........- A 
—— U.D.. -A2 
con, cg EL PE ee oA 
Gueer nue 6 Sake scene ree, ' 
OPE 5 sc siieies bueween A 
Ossett and Horbury ......A 
as cves ce 
Ce. ae ARE ae Al 
BAMMIOR pines cccie ae oe ok 
Peterborough .....ccceee. A 
Bolte... Al 
Pickering ............ . AZ 
Plymouth ........ cccccch 
OARS. 6 i eclece's mer 
hon ana District ......A 
Portishead ......,0000 oA 
Portland — vecesA 
PORINOUOE a vevesicen esos A 
Port Talbot ....sccccccsce A 
OM wccccccccccccccccsht 
Ee ccccccnc eA 
onl ances cevanee A2 
re omen County of tA2 
rr onshe 
Rayleigh eakaisee ho hie wo eee 
Reading ..... cecccccoseeA 
“2. eae ecvccccoveh 
Redditch U.D. ...... oA 
=— and Reigate. occcscdh 
Ripo: * A3 
Rochdale . 
Rochester 


Rotherham .. 
Rugby M.B. .. 


eeccecccedeces 
eecccececccecsces 
cecccccccccccccccclh 











Town, Grade, 
FOHAM. ...cccccccccce & 
Shrewsbury pe A 
Sittingbourne A2 
egness U.D, .. Al 
Skipton U.D. . A 
Sleaford U.D, A2 
Slough .,.... ° Al 
Smethwick C.B, .. tA 
nettisham =... 

ees a naka tA2 


Southend-on-Sea cece 
South Stields GB. 22220" 
Spaldi A cocccccces 
ae oe Me bscmdendeed 
Stamford M.B. ...cccccee 
Stantonwick ....cccesees 
BOOONED «vic bc acpdceece 
Stockport ., 
Stockton BGs ccccetevetes 
Stockton-on-Tees ....e0e0 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ....0- 
Stoke Orchard .......00- 
Stourbridge M.B, ..cceees 
Stourport U.D. 
Stowmarket 


PrrPr 


2>>B 


>>2>>>d>>> 


cocsccecAB 









Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ..Al 
——— District . Pe 
YS 

Sutton Coldfield M.B, ....A4 
Sw eae A2 
Swanage ,... A2 
Swansea So A 
Swindon seeneé AL 
Swinton U.D. ....... A 
Tamworth M, me "4 A 
Tenterden .... A2 
Tewkesbury .. Al 
Thames Haven 9 
Thetford ..... 2 A2 
Thorpe Bay ......20. oA 
Thurrock U.D.C, A oh 

A 


» Northof, to Billesicay’ 
Tilbury A 


Tonbridge =. cc cccccccemAl 
Torquay evccccccccc Al 
cr” er cccccccceccAl 
TIOWDTERG. so cccccnee sce 


: A2 
Tunbridge Wells ........Al 
Tynemouth C.B, ...cccccee A 
Uppingham wane pee 
Uttoxeter U.D. a 


Wakefield 


Warrington ...... 

Warwitk WEB. ccccccese 

Wellington U.D. ........4 

Wells (Norfolk) - rrerrry. 
Ce re rere, * 

Welwyn Gar. Cit Prtrrrr, ° 

West Bromwich CB i kaesad 





Westbury ...... ecccccce 
Westclif-on-Sea occccceces 
Westerham ..... eeccece 
Weston-super-Mare '- ,.. “At 
WHGUONMEIS acd. wiisece ss 
Weymouth ....... eoee Ab 
Water UD... cviccevccthh 


Whitstable and District ‘AZ 
Wickf : 





Wokingham ............A2 


Weeshats Gad. Gib... A 
WIGUEINON as cces scene 
Weyfatt: .ccccsceccccecsocch 


eeeecceses 


pe ere ey 


In the case of London therate beyond the 12-mileradius is :— 


gt aretinn Mima Be in craft processes is 2s. 5d. per hour. Women introduced to 


Gaants Rares.—in all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women 
carry out work other than craft processes, 2s. 1d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 688 


¢ This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 

Alaska—The Aluminium Company of 
America, one of the largest concerns in the 
country, is planning a $400m. smelting pro- 
ject in Alaska. The plant is scheduled to 
~have an initial output annually of 200,000 
tons, The designs for this plant are in a very 
early stage. There is no doubt that the con- 
tract will go to an American firm, although 
this has not yet been settled, but there should 
be scope for import of accessories ‘and 
materials, " 


Australia——One hundred new airstrips for 
jet aircraft are to be constructed in 
Australia in Darwin, Townsville, Amberley, 
Perth, Adelaide and Williamstown. This 
large project will coincide with the decision 
in Australia to build Canberra jet bombers 
and American Sabre jet fighters there. To 
cope with this large aircraft expansion 
scheme, additional factories will -have to be 
built. Firms specialising in airstrip build- 
ing would be well advised to follow this up, 
as the matter is still in its very early stages. 
Information can be obtained from Australia 
House, Strand, London, W.C.2. 


*Bahamas.—An application is before the 
Government for permission to set up a works 
for production and repair of electrical motor 
vehicle accessories under the Industries 
Encouragement Act (No. 27), 1951.—A 
factory at Inagua for the processing of mag- 
nesium hydroxide from salt is also planned 
by private people. All telephone inquiries 
to Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2870. 


*Ceylon—The Ministry of Lands and 
Land Development, Colombo, is to call for 
tenders for crawler tractors, road rollers and 
dozing equipment. A copy of the tender 
notice and specifications is available at the 
Board of Trade Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department (Room 6173), Horse- 
guards-avenue, S.W.1, for inspection by 
representatives of U.K. manufacturers. All 
telephone inquiries should be made to 
Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2508. 


Fiji—A model village is being erected on 
the outskirts of Suva to deal with the steady 
influx of Fijians who have created a housing 
problem in this capital. The local Press re- 
ports that some 20 houses, which have 
reached the thatching stage, are being built 
around a village green, and a school, a com- 
munity building and an infant welfare cenire 
have been provided. It is hoped to extend 
amenities to cater for a thousand Fijians in 
due course. 


Iraq.—The Government of Iraq Develop- 
ment Board has now reached a final decision 
regarding the building of the Hilla-Kufa 
Road. Tenders are to be issued shortly for 
this project together with the ancillary 
works. The contract will call for the com- 
pletion of earthworks which have already 
been started, as well as for carriageway 
foundations and surfacing over the entire 
length of the road. Tender documents are 
obtainable from the Development Board, 
Baghdad, but initial information should be 
obtained first from the Iraqi Legation in 
London, who will have all the details. 


Sicily.—Oil prospecting is being carried out 
in Sicily by the Gulf Oil Corporation and the 
Macmillan Petroleum Company of Cali- 
fornia. A new company called the Mediter- 
ranean Oil Company has been formed and 
two wells are to be drilled at the initial ex- 
pense of $3m. This, of course, includes cer- 





* From the Board of Trade Special i 
Information Service. 7 ee ae 
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tain buildings required for the oil prospect- 
ing industry. 


South Africa. — The South African 
Government is to make £1m. available for 
the development of the potentialities of the 
Orange River. The Boegoeberg Dam in this 
area is to be built higher. Sasolburg, South 
Africa’s newest town, is growing in the 
vicinity of the oil-from-coal plant which is 
being erected across the Vaal river from 
Vanderbijl Park at a cost of £20m. Shaft 
sinkers are busy in two places establishing 
a colliery which will be one of the most 
highly mechanised in the world. Houses, 
flats, boarding houses and offices are being 
built by the hundred. Roads and railway 
tracks are being built across the veld. A 
pumping station is being prepared and work 
has started on the new town’s power station. 
Extensions which will ultimately cost 
£300,000 are taking place at Onderstepoort, a 
veterinary research centre near Pretoria in 
the Transvaal. A new faculty building is 
already nearing completion and according to 
Dr. P. J. J. Fourie, Deputy Director of Veter- 
inary Services, work on a new medical block 
which will cost £101,000 will start soon. A 
new anatomy block is to be started soon, too. 
A £70,000 scheme in Natal to rehouse 
coloured Africans living in slums is under 
way. A school is also to be built for them 
costing £20,000, as well as a church and a 
beer hall. The location of this work is Mooi 
River, a small town which has a large 
coloured population. 


South Africa—A £10m. power station 
with a capacity of 180,000 kilowatts is being 
built at Wilge, near Kendal, in the Trans- 
vaal, to supply extra electricity needed for 
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uranium production plant on the Rand. In 
addition a £20m. power station is being built 
at Vierfontein in the Orange Free State. 

Southern Rhodesia-—The new rail line 
being laid in Southern Rhodesia incorporates 
large-scale building of sheds and industrial 
works. The Greater Bulawayo Development 
Scheme, for example, provides for the build- 
ing of a new running shed area which will 
cost approximately £1m. A mechanical coal 
plant and a major goods shed at Mpopoma 
are also envisaged in the scheme. Bulawayo 
itself is fast becoming a terminal station for 
traffic in Southern Rhodesia. Marshalling 
yards are to be built at Ndola, Livingstone, 
Broken Hill, Tmtali, Gwelo, Choma and 
Chingola. The railway authorities are also to 
build 1,600 houses, including 700 single 
quarters. It is also planned to link up with 
Lourenco Marques in Portuguese East 
Africa, and work on this line is estimated to 
cost £44m., which also includes side 
buildings. 

Turkey—A sugar beet factory is to be 
built at Adapazari, Turkey. This will be the 
fifth one in that country. The Seyhan- 
Hydro-Electric project is held up because 
the proportion of local capital which was to 
be raised has not been secured. This was a 
condition laid down by the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 
Foreign oil drilling experts will probably be 
brought in to investigate round the Adana 
and Iskenderun areas. Turkish drillers have 
met with little succéss. According to the 
Mutual Security Agency Mission to Turkey, 
some 3m. dollars have been allocated for 
the purchase and shipment of road building 
equipment. Altogether $214m, has been 
allocated to Turkey under Marshall Aid for 
these projects. The Turkish port situation is 
at present being studied by a Mr. Ernst Plate, 
Port Director of Hamburg. A report is to 
be prepared. It is believed locally that much 
dockside building will be required before 
Turkey is in a better position to cope with 
shipping. 

*U.S.A—A. G. Ensenat and Co., Hibernia- 
building, New Orleans, Louisiana, are inter- 
ested in receiving quotations from U.K. manu- 
facturers for several 6 ton and 14 ton capacity 
cranes. Deliveries must be within four to 
six months. A specification for a 6 metric 
ton level luffing crane has been received by 
the B.o.T. Commercial Relations and Export 
Department and will be loaned to interested 
U.K. firms in order of application to Room 
6164, Horse Guards-avenue, S.W.1, under 
reference CRE/34669/52. Specifications for 
the 14-ton cranes are not available. Offers 
should be addressed to Mr. A. G. Ensenat 
and prices should be quoted in U.S. currency 
f.o.b. U.K. port and c.if. New Orleans. 
Telephone inquiries to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 
2507. 


L.C.C. BUILDING BYELAWS 


Lectures at Brixton School 


IN CONNECTION with the forthcoming publi- 
cation of the London Building (Construc- 
tional) Byelaws, 1952, the L.C.C. Brixton 
School of Building have announced that they 
are offering a special course of lectures on 
this subject. The lecturer, Mr. M. C. G. 
Ayre; B.Sc.(Eng.), A.M.1.Struct.E., who has 
been concerned with the revision of the bye- 
laws is well equipped to deal with the subject 
and to indicate the broader background of 
intention which lies behind the actual words 
of the byelaws. 

The course will commence on January 8, 
1953, and the fee will be £1. 
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Scotland’s Largest Industry 
(THE building industry was the largest 
single industry in Scotland, said Mr. 
D. L. Macintyre, V.C., Principal Assistant 
Secretary in charge of the Scottish Division 
of the Ministry of Works, speaking at a lun- 
cheon meeting of the Edinburgh Rotary 
Club. The labour force, he said, was now 
124,000. 
’ The number employed on house building 
had now risen to 36,500, approximately 30 
per cent. of the total working force. The 
industry was practically in a position of full 
employment. There was a fairly consistent 
and continuing demand for craftsmen of all 
kinds, except possibly painters. 

“Steel has been difficult during the past 
year,” he said, “ but there is every indication 
that the prospects for next year will be 
brighter and that there will be some slight in- 
crease in the allocation of steel for building. 
Soft wood supplies are at present adequate 
and the extent to which we can increase our 
imports must depend very largely on the eco- 
nomic situation of the country. 

“So far as bricks are concerned, we are 
entirely dependent on our own production in 
Scotland. In 1950, we produced 584,000,000; 
in 1951 that was increased to 664,000,000, 





and this year we expect to reach a figure of 


730,000,000—an increase of approximately 
25 per cent. in two years. We produced only 
27 per cent, of our cement requirements in 
Scotland; for the rest we are dependent on 
imports from England.” 

Mr. Macintyre warned that there should 
- not be complacency even if the supplies of 
building materials were fairly good. 


Multi-storey Flats 


THE TREMENDOUS WASTE of first-class agri- 
cultural land since the end of the war by the 
continuous housing sprawl was deplored by 
Mr. SAM BUNTON, Town Planning and Indus- 
trial Consultant, Glasgow, when he addressed 
the annual congress of the Royal Sanitary 
Association of Scotland at Largs. 

Local authorities, he said, need no longer 
be frightened of the cost of building multi- 
storey flats. In his plan the cost of three- 
apartment flats in quantity and in blocks hav- 
ing four to six houses per landing amounted, 
at to-day’s prices, to £1,950, inclusive of 
central heating and hot water, which was 
around £1,000 per house cheaper than any 
multi-storey flats which had so far been 
built in the United Kingdom. 

His plan to build flats from three to 15 
storeys high, which would last for 200 years, 
did not envisage any lowering of standards. 
He did not favour creating an atmosphere of 
claustrophobia by reducing ceiling heights, 
but he felt that some cupboards and ward- 
robes could be dispensed with. He favoured 
solid partition walls because in the case of 
bad tenants hollow partitions were likely to 
become vermin breeding grounds. He sug- 
gested also that the Department of Health 
should encourage local authorities to plan a 
proportion of experimental buildings. 

Speaking of the need to make economic 
use of man-power and materials, Mr. Bunton 
said that at present we were contributing to 
the prosperity of foreigners through import- 
ing timber and bricks. He urged relief from 


this tremendous importation by using the 
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materials produced at home, using more un- 
skilled labour and providing employment for 
our own people. 

In systems of construction designed to use 
our own basic materials lay the answer to 
cheap building, and he calculated that we 
could produce 90 per cent. of the necessary 
materials in this country. Just as building 
in stone had given way to bricks, now it was 
the turn of scientific and economic use of 
concrete, and using that method he put 
50,000 houses per year as a safe forecast for 
Scotland. 


Provost Ross’s House 


AN EFFORT is being made by the National 
Trust of Scotland to preserve Provost Ross’s 
house in the Shiprow, Aberdeen, which is 
one of the only two truly historic buildings 
left in the city. At its meeting on Novem- 
ber 3 the Aberdeen Town Council agreed 
to accept an offer by the Trust and the 
Saltire Society to raise £7,000 towards the 
estimated cost of £20,000 needed to restore 
the building. The corporation will contri- 
bute £6,500 and a similar sum will be given 
by a cinema company on whose ground the 
building stands. 


Appeals Decisions 


TO MEET THE DEMAND from local planning - 


authorities and others interested in town and 
country planning, the Department of Health 
for Scotland have published a “ Bulletin of 
Selected Appeals Decisions” which have 
been given by the Secretary of State for 
Scotland under the Town and Country Plan- 
ning (Scotland) Acts. 

The bulletin, published by H.M. Stationery 
Office, price 1s., contains summaries of a 
number of appeals made to the Secretary of 
State by people whose applications for plan- 
ning permission to carry out development 
had been refused by the local planning § 
authority—or granted subject to conditions. 

It is divided into four sections: Erection of 
houses; change of use; working of minerals; 
and miscellaneous. The 27 cases included in 
the bulletin were selected as they illustrated 
special points of interest r principle. Further 
bulletins will be issued from time to time. 


Housing Costs 


INVERNESS CORPORATION Housing Com- 
mittee expressed concern recently at the 
difference between the tender costs for 
building houses and the cost of the completed 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
FOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1952. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 











Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 44d., Labourers, 
2s. 11d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 
Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s. d. 
leo re 25 37 1 
BN te 33 49 
3rd nak bes 50 4 3 
4th hie ae 663 99 0 
Sth 75 111 44 
For ile: Sates; the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of ss. d. 
probationary period) asa a eo Se Ee 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ce pane fee: 
article. It was reported that the difference 


between the tender cost for joiner work on 
one scheme of 118 houses and the final 
account when the work was completed was 
£9,535. Mr. S. WILSON, town chamberlain, 
said that the tender cost for the work was 
£32,044 and the final account £41,579. . The 
main reason for the increase was the rise in 
the cost of timber over the building period, 
amounting to more than £6,000. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Belishill.—Stewarts and Lloyds, Ltd., have placed 
contracts for the erection of a new tube mill at 
Clydesdale Steel and Tube Works, Bellshill, and 
will begin actual construction in November.’ The 
est. cost is £4m. 

Pte = agg 0.0. to have a new approved Sen. 

Sch. erected at the Westend of Claremond. 
The architect is W. H. Hendry, County-chbrs., 
a. 

Edinburgh. —Dean of Guild Court have granted 
the city permission to erect 369 houses and 8 shops 
as part of the initial development of the new 
housing scheme in the Clermiston area. The 
building, which is to start immediately, will cost 
ultimately £589,000. The Court also granted 
warrant to the city for the erection of a micro- 
straining plant at the Fairmilehead filters, Comis- 
ton-rd., at a cost of £44,500. 

Giasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new Catholic 
anak to be erected at Bellrock-st., Cranhill, for 
=~ approval has been granted to James R. Lyon, 

Bath-st., Glasgow. 

‘oe ~Plans to be prepared for a new remand 
home to be erected at Larchgreen. The architect is 
Archibald G. Jury, F., Corporation Housing Offices, 
The Trongate, Glasgow 

Glasgow.—Plans be prepared by their own 
staff Siahiianis for new office buildings, and new 
workshops which are to be erected at Newlands-rd. 
- f The South West Electricity Board, 127, Almada- 

Hamilton West. 

oo —Plans to be prepared for The Scottish 

Gas Board, for new buildings to be erected at 


Clevedon-dr., Kelvinside. The architects and civil 
engineers are F. A. Donald and Partners, 11, 
Woodside-ter., Charing Greta, Glasgow. 


Glasgow Plans to be prepared for scheme of 
reconstruction and additions to be carried out at 
Bilsland-dr., Maryhill-rd., for new Catholic church. 
The architect is Thomas Cordiner (A. ), Blythswood- 
chbrs., West George-st., Glasgow. 

Inverness.—Dean of Guild Court have approved 
a petition by the Home Board of the Church of 
Scotland for the erection of a combined church and 
hall for a new housing area at Inverness. The 
building will cost aga a and will seat 42 people. 

Midlothian.—Plans have been approved for the 
erection by The Scottish Special Housing Associa- 
tion, Ltd., of 250 houses at Telford, for which the 
architect ‘is J. Austin Bent (A.), 15, Palmerston- 

Westend, Edinburgh. 

‘leuae and Nairn —C.0, to have plans prepared 
for a new City Hall, est. to cost £100,000, which will 

erected in Elgin. wi 1e architect is John Findlay 
(L.), County-chbrs., Elgin. 

erthshire.—An £18,000 scheme of inprne to 
be carried out at Lawers School of Agriculture, 
Perthshire, has been approved by Perth and Kinross 
Education Committee. 

Perthshire.—C.C. to have a new approved Public 
Sch. erected at Beeches-rd., Blairgowrie. The archi- 
a i Ian A. Moodie (A.), County-chbrs., York-pl., 

er 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open - will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. hose — = 
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BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 10. 
€.—100 houses at Harraby, con- 
tract 33. City Treasurer, 15, Fisher-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 12, 
*+Bromley B.C.—Conversion of “The Hill,” 
Botkeaham 6: ., into 5 flats. B.E., Municipal Offices, 


Dep. £2 2s. 

Hythe B.C.—62 dwellings at Cinque Ports-ave. 
extension site. T.C., Municipal Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 13. 

*+Ross and Cromarty C.C.—New secondary school 
building at Nicolson Institute, Stornoway, Isle of 
Lewis. County A., Old Academy, Dingwall, Ross- 


shire. 
NOVEMBER 14. 

*tBristol C.C.—35 houses at Bonnington-walk, 
Lockleaze ; and 74 dwellings at Oldbury-court. City 
A., » Council House, College Green. Dep. £2 2s, per 
contrac 

*tCheshunt U.D.C.—128 houses at Crossbrook-st. 
ortate, Waltham Cross. Clerk of the Council, Manor 


hire C.C.—Fire station at ' ~‘ County 
astle, ) arg sia Dep. £1 1: 

Ci ty C.—5 houses. at Giavirosest:, Sal- 
. City E.’s Office, Town Hall, Salford, 3 


NOVEMBER 15. 
*tEssex C.C.—Extension to science block, South- 
East Essex Technical College and School of Art, 


*tCarlisle Cit 


Barking. H. Conolly (F.), County Architect, 
Chelmsford 
*tWest Ham B.C.—50 maisonettes yg ueen’s-rd., 
E.13. Boro’ A., 70, West Ham-la., E.1 ep. £2 23. 
*+Wigan B.C.—Primary school a Severn-dr., 
Norley Hall estate. B.E., Municipal ulleing. 
Hewlett-st. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 26 


NOVEMBER 17. 

Eston U.D.C.—Erection of ©.D. control centre on 
the Recreation Ground, South Bank. E. & &., 
Normanby-rd., South Bank, Middlesbrough. Dep. 
£1 1s. 

*tHayes and a's ae U.D.C.—54 flats at Bourne 
Farm estate. E. & S., Town Hall, Hayes. 

NOVEMBER 18. 

*tBurnley C.B.—Erection of Rosegrove county 

_— school. B.E. & S., 22-24, Nicholas-st., Burn- 


TiNorth Riding C.C.—Ambulance station and 4 
a. Northallerton. County A., Northallerton. 
Dep. 2s. 

*t+Plymouth City C.—(a) 4 shops and 8 maison 
ettes at King-st., Stonehouse ; b) 33 33 flats at Beacon- 
park, (c). secondary, modern scl nool at Penlee, Stoke, 
(d) conversion of “Ingleside,” Tavistock-rd., Mut- 
ley, into a residential home, (e) extension of Coroners 
Court, Vauxhall-st. City A., Seymour-rd. i 


£3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 19. 
Doncaster B.C.--46 houses on Cantley estate, stage 
Tl {obese 2). Boro’ A., South-parade. Dep. £3 3. 
*tHants C.C.—Police house and office, Barton-on- 


Sea and West Wellow. County A., Winchester. 
Dep. £1 1s. each. ° 
*Luton B.C.—Supplying and aye Of orig 
‘own 


203 houses at Ramridge estate 
£2 2s. 


D 

— NOVEMBER 20. 

*Gla Corpn.—4 shops, 10 flats and 10 maison- 
ettes. Director of Housing, 20, Trongate, 2nd Floor, 
Glasgow, C.1. 

Petworth R.D.C.—62 dwellings at  Wisboro i 
a. Godman and Kay, architect 3 “ Milnw 

North-par., Horsham. Dep. £2 2s = 
vate City C.—Conversion of “ Cranbrook, 
pot nar gh a ay sBrgstwich. City E., Town Hail, 


Salford 3 ‘£2 28 
NOVEMBER 21. 

*+Durham C.C.—Erection of Peterlee peur new 
county school. County A., Court-la., Durh 

*+Easthourne B.C.—(a) Pile foundations, ana (b) 
superstructure of laboratory, Brampton-rd., amp- 
den Park. T.C. Dep. £2 > Tenders for (a) by 
December 2; .(b) December 31 

East Suffelk C.C.—House and garages, with re- 
decorations, at police station, Halesworth. County 
ae Coanty Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


*+East Suffolk 6.0.—Police station, Bory-1d " : 
market. County A., Ipswich. Dep. £2 tendon 


ber 19. 
NG Gt. Yarmo hn dwellings at Magdalen 
College estate, leston. ‘own Hall. 


NOVEMBER 22. : 

Ebbw Vaile U.D.C.—22 houses at Cwm Hir, Fitzroy 
estate. A. to Council, Council Offices, The Walk. 
Dep. £3 3s. ‘ 

Lewestoft B.C.—Erection of 56 houses in three 
contracts of 16, 26 and 14 houses on the Whitton 
estate, B.E.. 49, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

-*Ware U.D.C.—30 houses, Redan-rd. W. J. Davis, 
E.&8. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 24. 
“Bridgewater B.C.—24 flats at Sydenham estate. 


Boro’ A. ep. £2 2s. 

*tBromiey 8B.C.—108 houses at the a es-pl. 
estate. B.E., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 

*Burn 8.0.—<62 dwellings, New Palace * House 
estate. -E, & S., 22-24, Nicholas-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newbury B.C.—Reconstruction of sections of New- 


bury cattle market. B.S., Municipal-bldgs. 
haley Bridge U.D.C.—14 houses on Orchard 
Fields estate. , Council Offices. Dep. £2 
“NOVEMBER 26. 
Fareham U.D.C.—16 flats and 8 rms at Hoeford. 
E. & &., Westbury Manor. Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER 27. 
*Chingford B.C.—120 houses at a estate 
north. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER 28, 
Fleetwood T.C.—Two blocks of flats at Homestead 
oe ea View estates. B.S., Town Hall. Dep. 


*tWorcestershire C.C.—Secondary modern school 
at Studley-rd., Redditch. County A 14, Castle-st., 
Worcester. Tenders by December 22. 

NOVEMBER 29. 

Manchester E.C.—Repair to a portion of the build- 
ing fabric of the College of Technology. Chief 
Engineer & Works Superintendent, — of Tech- 
nology, Sackville-st., Manchester, 

*Mitcham B.C.—28 flats proce Ie Rowan-cres. 
estate, bag B.E. & S., Town Hall. 

*Oldham B.C.—32 houses at Limeside estate; and 
% houses at Fitton Hill estate. Cameron & Middle- 
ton, surveyors, 21, Queen-st., gees Dep. £2 
ieksworth U.D.C.—24 houses. J. L. alowed 
(L. ), 25, Chapel- ne Belper. Dep. £2 2s. 

ECEMBER 1. 

*Beds. 6. c.—Additions to county secondary school, 
Sandye-pl., Sandy. County A., Bedford. 

*Brentford and Chiswick B.C.—20 flats i. Yo saat 
la, area. B.E. & 8., Town Hall. Dep. £ 
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Lincoin Corpn.—il4 flats and maisonettes at 
Rischohn estate. City A., Stamp End. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 2. 

*Camberwell B.C.—6 flats at site No. 55, Hanover- 
rk ~~ > Raul-rd. T.C., Town Hall, Peckham-rd., 


.E.5. 2s. 
*Swale R.D.C.—14 houses, Teynham, and 14, Pe 
E. & S., 48, Bell-rd., Sittingbourne. Dep. £3 


each. 
DECEMBER 4. 


*Barnstaple gy a dwellings, Pilton Lawn 
estate. BS. Dep. £2 
oaeulida 
*tLewes B.C.—25 houses on jCunret la. honsing 
estate (north), contract 10. & §&., Council 
Offices, Fisher-st. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 8. 


*Faversham B.C.—50 houses at North Preston in 
five — B.S., Municipal Offices, Fave 


Dep. £2 2s 
DECEMBER 10. 

*St. Helens Educ. Comm.—Kitchen and din 
— +t - Robins-la. school. B. & W.E., Town H 

ep. 

Bioeehritige B.C.—447_ houses, 68 flats and 12 
bungalows at Pedmore Fields estate. B.E. & &., 
Council House. Dep. £3 3s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 15. 
*tEssex C.C.—Retiling roofs at West Thurrock 
county primary schoo]. County A., County Hall, 


Chelmsford 

NOVEMBER 17. _ ‘ 
*tBurniey B.C.—Certain sanitary fittings for police 
headquarters and courts. Bradshaw Gass & Hope 
(FF.), 19, Silverwell-st., Bolton. Dep. £1 Is. 


NOVEMBER 18. 
*tPlymouth City C.—Electrical, heating and water 
pply system installations for new secondary 
ern school, Penlee, Stoke. City A., Seymour- 


ré, Dep. 3s. 
$ NOVEMBER 21. 

*Luton B.C.—Metal windows and doors at Ram- 
ridge county primary junior school, Ashcroft-rd. 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

neveneTs 2 

*Merton Morden U.D. 9-6. Demolition of 

Merton civic restaurant building. E. & 8. 
NOVEMBER 29. 

*tStaffordshire C.C.—Inclusion in approved list of 
contractors, A., Staffs Educ. Comm., Green Hall, 
Lichfield-rd., Stafford. 

DECEMBER 1. 

*East Riding of Yorks C.C.—Electrical services 
at Cottingham county secondary school. County A., 
County Hall, Beverley. 

DECEMBER 20. 

Dover B.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 17. 
a 3 U.D.C.—Making-up Hall-la. a Sandy- 
la. E. & 8., Council Offices. Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER 22. 
Cannock U.D. _ and sewers on Belt-rd./ 
Pg ave. site 49. E. & §., Council House. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 24. 
Chelmsford R.D.C.—Construction of water main 
at Great Beddow. E. & S., R.D.C. Offices, New 


London-rd. : 
Coalville U.D.C.—Site een works at em 
hill housing estate. & S., Municipal 
Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 26. 


*Gt. Yarmouth B.C.—Repair of Fishwharf Yard 
No. 17. B.E., To Hall. 
ECEMBER 1. 

*Wokin D.C. Roads and 5 iy ae — 
Finch-rd. feoetines Psite, Early. Eric 
(L.), 3, Cork-st., Reading. £2 2s. 
ee ae 2. 
*Shipston-on-Stour R.D.C.—Roads, water mains 
and sewers, etc., to 36 houses. E. H. Earp’ and 
fees, {/*). Scholars-la., Stratford-on-Avon. 


DECEMBER 3. 
Spalding U.D.C.—R.c. 750,000- pall, water tower, 
contract 107. Council’s Water E., Corn Exchange. 


Dep. £5 
DECEMBER 5. 
*Mere and Tisbury and Shaft 
= ~ Sousttaction of Mete pumpin 
30,900 gal. r.c, reservoir, drainage an 
Ward Whitfield, Hilperton, Trowbridge. 
DECEMBER 13. 
Rotherham B.C.—14 miles of sewer at Kimber- 
worth Park and oe a B. & Water E., Mun 
cipal-bidgs., Howard-st. 
DECEMBER 17. 
Hemet Hempstead B.C.—Erection of a water- 
pamping station, etc., at Piccotts End. B. & W.E., 


et-sq. 
f DECEMBER 22. 

Halstead R.D.C.—Pumping station, 900,000-galls. 
reservoir, 40,000-galls. water tower and 36 miles of 
spun-iron pipes. J, Taylor & Sons, Artillery House, 
Artillery-row, Westminster, S.W.1, Dep. £5. 


Joint Water 
station with 
road works. 
Bep. £3 3s. 


J 








690 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


City.—Orrices.—A building licence valued at £2m. 
has been issued for the erection of the new Lloyds’ 
office building at Fenchurch-ave., with main entrance 
in Lime-st. John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 91, Ebur 
Bridge-rd., 8.W.1, are the main contractors. Wor 
on the foundations has begun. No sub-contractors 
have yet been appointed. The architect is T. E 
Heysham, F.R.1.B.A., 4, Verulam-bidgs., 

Inn, W.C.1. 

Croydon.—Community Centre.—B.E. proposes to 
erect a community centre at Addington estate at an 
est. cost of £25,000. . 

Friern Barnet.—Maisonettes.—Proposal made by 
Day (Contractors), Ltd., 705, High-rd., N.12, to erect 
12 maisonettes and 24 garages at Netherlands-rd. 
has been granted planning permission, subject to 
certain conditions. : = 

Friern Barnet.—Hovuse.—Planning permission has 
been granted to estate governors of Dame Alice 
Owen’s Foundation, to erect a detached house by Old 
Owen’s playing field at Athenaeum-rd., N.20. 

Golders Green.—Lasoratory.—A research labora 
tory and office building are proposed at Manor 
House Hospital by the Management Com. of 
Industria] Orthopaedic Society, North End-rd., 
N.W. Architects are Swannel] & Templeman 
(F./A.), 6, Raymond-bidgs., Grays Inn, W.C.1. 

Hendon.—Lisrary.—B.E. is preparing plans for a 
branch library at Burnt Oak. : 

Lambeth.—FLAts.—84 flats are proposed at Lilford- 
rd. by Church Army Housing, Ltd., 55, Bryanston- 
st., W.1. pew is A. MacDonald (F.), 10-13, 
Bedford-st., W.C.2. Ae 

Paddington.—ExTENsions.—Schilling and Clarke, 
Litd., 2a, New Caaren- st, §.E.5, are to make exten- 
sions to their works. 

Ruislip.—FLats.—B.S. proposes to erect 14 shops 
and 28 flats at West End-rd. — 

Southwark.—FLats.—33_ additional flats are pro- 

sed to be erected on Lancaster-st. site for L.C.0. 
+4 W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., bldrs., 1, Stephendale- 
rd., S.W.6, at an estimated + i of £85,800. Hsg. 
Com. recommended an_approval. 

Stepney.—Fiats.—L.C.C. Hsg. Com. propose to 
authorise Stewart and Ptnrs., Ltd., contractors, 
105, Baker-st., W.1, to erect a further 118 flats, 50 
tenants’ steres and — at Burdett estate at an 

timated cost 0} ,032. : 
© Uxbridge.—LIcENSING.—Block licences have_been 
issued by B.C. to the fellowing: Brown and Lang 
ford, contractors, 18, Swakeleys-rd., Ickenham, for 
4 houses at Copthall-rd. West; W._E. Black, bldr, 
122, Cowley-rd., for 3 houses at Honeycroft Hill, 
Uxbridge, and 6 houses at Hoylake-cres., Icken- 
ham; R. T. Warren, bidr., 1, Belmont-chbrs., 
Belmont-rd., for 6 houses at Long-la., Hillingdon; 
and English Houses, Ltd., 172, Ealing-rd., Wembley. 
for 6 houses at_St. George’s-dr , Ickenham. 

West Ham.—Dwe.iinas.—Boro’ A. is preparing 
plans for 93 flats and 24 houses at the Butchers-rd. 


Gray s 


area. 

Woolwich.—SITE AcquisiTion.—Hsg. | Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition of the St. John’s Church and 
School site in Wellington-st. with a view to erect- 
ing a block of flats. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington. — T.C. to acquire site at Milnshaw 
Park, Sonine Gloucester-ave., for erection of 
MeMinwick —U.D.C. has received permission to 
acquire whole of Blakelaw-rd. site for housing pur- 
poses. G. Beaty is U.D.C. Surveyor. 


Altrincham.—T.C. propose erection of shops, 
-rd. i 
"= Tenders are to be invited by R.D.C. for 


houses at Crosby-on-Eden, two at Burgh-by- 

og and 12 at Great Orton. Plans by R.D.C. 8. 

Brighouse.—J. Blakeborongh & Sons, Ltd., pro- 
pose extensions to works at River-st.—Plans 
approved for extensions to works at Spout Mills, 
New Hey-rd., for Thos. Helm & Sons, Ltd. 

Brighton.—T.C. to build 13 Ministry-type two- 
bedroom houses on Hollingbury estate. Plans by 
Boro’ E.—T.C. erect new covered stand’ at 
Brighton racecourse, cost not exceeding £12,000. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. ~ ens plans for 24 bunga- 
lows, Gorsey-la.. Wythall, for Row Wood Farni 
Housing Association—R.D.C. propose 12 houses at 
Nuthurst-rd., Cofton; four at Penmanor, Finstall; 
eight at.Church-ave., Clent; and eight at Snake-la., 
Alvechurch (for which the architect is J. ‘T. 
Gough, 4%, Newhall-st., Birmingham); also eight 
at Shawhurst, Wythal] (for which the architect is 
J. B. Cooper, 177, Corporation-st., Birmingham). 

Bury._Manchester phed eer erection of up- 
wards of 1,000 houses for Overspill at Unsworth. 

Chadderton.—U.D.C. propose 26 houses at Scholes- 
st.: 120 at Stanley-rd.; 90, Denton-la.; and 16, 
Arden-st.—Preparing plans for at least 50 bungalows 
at Broadway site. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. propose 450 houses at Pevensey 
estate; 470 at Old_ Whittington; 180 at_Park-la., 
Eastwood; 50 at Hady-la.; and 60 at Boythorpe 


estate. k 

Coventry.—Birmingham Reg. Hospital  Brd. 
approved scheme for day rooms and sanitary 
annexes at High View Hospital, Exhall (£13,000 


est.). ; 

Darlington.—T.C. received loan sanction-. for 
£33,054 for 24 houses at Haughton North; £46,800 
for 32 houses at Haughton West. 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
: BRASS TUBES 
Due to the reduction in the price of zinc, the 
basis price of brass tubes is reduced as from 
October 29 by id. per Ib. to 263d. per lb. The list 
prices of brass and aluminium brass condenser 
ferrules are also reduced by 3d. per Ib. 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 


The current chain link fencing premiums are 
reduced by 24 points with effect from October 29. 


ALUMINIUM PRODUCTS 


The British Aluminium Co., Ltd., have announced 
the following increases in the selling prices of their 
unwrought and fabricated products owing to the 
advance in price of virgin aluminium ingot from £157 
to £166 a ton, announced by the Ministry of Materials 
on October 20. : 

Pure aluminium rolling slabs and wirebars will be 
increased by £9 a ton. New price lists are being 
prepared for virgin aluminium alloy ingots and for 
hardeners. 

Plate, flat sheet, coiled strip, circles, extrusions 
and tubing in pure aluminium and aluminium 
alloys will be increased by Id. a Ib. 

Foil stock will be increased by £9 a ton. 

The above changes in price took effect on all 
despatches on and after November 3, 


ALUMINIUM SCRAP 
The Minister of Supply, Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
has removed the price control on aluminium scrap 
as from November 1. The Order—Aluminium 
Scrap Prices Order (No. 3) (Revocation) Order 
1952, S.I. 1952, 1902—is on sale at H.M.S.O. 











Dukinfield.—U.D.C. to erect further 96 houses at 
Yew Tree-la. site. Architects, Cruickshank & 
Seward, 16, Princess-st., Manchester. 

Durham.—C.C. is to convert Walworth Castle, 
Darlington, and other large buildings in the county 
into special centres for sub-normal children. Plans 
by Cty. A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Gateshead.—T.C. has received sanction to borrow 
£79,455 for erection of a civic centre; £49,846 for 
alterations to Hyndley Hall to form special sch.; 
£125,445 for prim. sch. in Southend-rd.; £83,415 for 
58 houses on “ The Cedars” site; and £296,078 for 
211 houses at Wrekenton. 

Corp.’s Chief A. (H. J. Cook) has prepared plans 
for children’s hostel.—T.C, is seeking permission to 
commence work at an early date on a welfare centre 
at Carr Hill.—Plans have been approved for brewery 
extensions for J. Rowell & Son, Ltd. (architects are 
Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne).—Corp.’s Chief A. has been in- 
structed to prepare layout plans for houses on 45 
acres of land north of Leam Head. 
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Gateshead.—Extensions are to be made to fac- 
tory of Dandy Confectionery Co., Kyle-rd. Archi- 
tects, Arthur & Kirkup, Swinburne-st., Gateshead. 

Halesowen.—T.C. approved layout for 13 ald 

ople’s dwellings at Hightown, Cradley; 18 at 
ightown and 12 at Maple Tree-la. 

Heywood.—Parker & Calvert, Ltd., propose 18 
houses, Sycamore-ave. 

Heughton-le-Spring.—U.D.C. has received loan 
sanctions as follow :—£16,960 for 14 houses, Barn- 
well estate; £22,410 for 20 “ Unity ” houses, Fence 
Houses estate. Surveyor is W. H. Smith—U.D.. 
has ee by Durham C.C. for ambulance 
stn. at New Herrington. Plans by Cty, A., Court+ 
la.. Durham. 

Lancs.—C.C. to invite tenders for additional class- 
rooms at Newton-le-Willows tech. sch 

‘Leamington Spa.—T.C. 
with flats over and additional living accommoda- 
tion at Whitnash estate. 

Manchester.—Work to commence in November on 
£350,000 extensions to arts library at Manchester 
University. Architects, Thos. Worthington & Sons, 
Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—T.C. has renewed its application 
to Ministry for sanction to build a crematorium. 
po Re 

lesbrough.—Plans are being prepared by 
Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, a3, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough, for 20 houses in Malvern-dr., for T. 
Duncanson & Sons, builders, Middlesbrough.—Tees- 
side Bridge & Eng. Co., Ltd., are to carry out 
foundry extensions in Marsh-rd.—Newcastle Reg. 
Hospital Brd., “ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, are to carry out alterations and additions 
to Middlesbrough General ae yee to plans by 
ee H. Knighton, Brd’s Chief A.—Town Planning 
Com. has approved second stage of housing de- 
velopment at Park End. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council is being recom- 
mended to approve construction of new estate of 
354 dwellings at West Denton. Cost will be 
£473,522. City A., George Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Ed. Com. is to borrow 
£168,431 for second stage of college of technology. 
G. Kenyon, City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. — 
T.C. is recommended to agree to a proposal by 
J. T. Bell & Sons, Ltd., Northumberland-pl., New- 
castle, to build 354 houses on the builder’s own land 
at West Denton, at a cost of £500,000, and then 
to sell the houses to the City Corp.—Extensions are 
to be made to the factory of Scott & Turner, 
natural health salt manufacturers, Gallowguate. 
Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, 
Ellison-pl.; Newcastle. 

Newton Aycliffe—Development Corp. are to build 
houses at the New Town by direct labour. Plans by 
Tasker & Child, Trinity-bldgs., New Bridge-st., 
Newcastle. 

Northumberland.—M.0.E. to allow erection of 
gram. sth. at Killingworth. Cty, A.. C. C. Brown, 
County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

orthumberland.—Welwyn Electrical Laboratories, 
Bedlington, propose to extend their works and have 
had plans approved.—It is proposed to make further 
extensions at Ashington Hospital. Architect, 
P. H. Knighton, “ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle. 

Oldbury.—T.C. approved plans for shopping 
centre at Hurst Green, Cakemore, for J. Harper & 
—_ ( ieatheeth).. “ei and od —e to 
actory at Ashes-rd., Causewa reen, for J 
Bradford, Ltd : v 

Oswestry.—Birmingham Reg. Hospital Brd. 
approved reconstruction of wards 8, 9 and 10 (£65,000 
est.), and physiotherapy dept. and Wrekin wards 
(£125,000 est.), at Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt 
Orthopedic Hospital. 

Penrith.—U.D.C, is planning erection of shops on 
Scaws estate and a layout has been prepared by 

Birkbeck, S. 

Rochdate.—E.C. propose sec. mod. sch. at Spot- 
land.—E. §. Lord, Ltd., propose extensions to Eagle 
Oil ‘Works, Bury;rd—J. Holyroyd & Co., Ltd., 
propose extensions at Holfos Works, Whitehall-st. 
—Plans have been approved for extensions at Roch- 
-— Works, Spotland, for Turners Asbestos Co., 


Runcorn.—U.D.C. approved plans for a public- 
house at junction of Halton-rd. and Ashley-rd., for 
Greenall Whitley & Co., Ltd., Warrington.—U.D.C. 
approved layout for '365 dwellings at proposed 


Russell-rd. estate, Section 2. 


Stalybridge.—B.C. to prepare plans for conversion 
of “The Woodlands,” Mottram-rd., as a home for 
the aged. Architects, Howard & Benson, 88, Mos- 
ley-st., Manchester. 

Standish.—U.D.C. propose erection of 200 houses 
on east side of Baxter-st. 
see propose 150 houses at Blythe 

ridge. 

Tottington.—Kirklees, Ltd., propose extensions to 
works to treble the size. 

Tynemouth.—William Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., 
North Shields, is architect for converting part of 
Plaza, Grand Parade, into a little theatre; also 
for stores extensions in Bedford-st. and Wellington- 
st. for Bell Bros., Ltd.—Plans are being prepared 
by Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison- 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 11 houses adjacent. to 
the Broadway, for Northumberland T.A. & A.F. 
Association.—Haswell & Son, 77, Tyne-st., North 
Shields, have prepared layout plans for land between 
Park Hotel and Beverley-gdns., Cullercoats, for St. 
Bede’s Estates, Lid.—Foots, Ltd., North Shields, to 
erect boxmaking factory at Preston, North Shields. 

Building licences are to be issued to T. H. Rigby, 


propose block of six shops ; 
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ul, Raxkside, Tynemouth, 
Ingleside esta 

Walk Sern —T. Toward & Co., Ltd., Wincom- 
lee-rd., propose to enlarge their factory. ’ Plans by 
their own staff have been approved. 

w shire.—C.C. propose extongions at Bishop 
Veseys gram. sch. for boys, and Sutton Coldfield 
high sch. for girls (£30,000 est.). 

Washington (Durham).—U.D.C. has __ invited 
Wimpey Co., Lid., Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
to tender for erection of 45 houses jn Oxford-ave. 
T. E. Crowe is U.D.C. §. 

West Riding.—C.C. Fire Gervion, Com. propos 
houses for ye (£20,000 est.).—C.C. approved 
purchase and adaptation, at £14,785, of “ Whin- 
burn” as a special sch. for sub-normal children. 

Whitley Bay.—U.D.C. 8. ( rts) has pre- 
pared scheme for reconstruction of West Monks- 
eaton railway bridge, at a cost of £10,000.— 
Tenders are to be invited by U.D.C. for 14 houses 
in Cauldwell-la. and 20 in Hill Heads-rd., to plans 
by S.—U.D.C. is seeking loan sanction for £38,586 
for 28 houses at Seaton Sluice. 

Wigan.—Site to be reserved he Alder-la., Parbold, 
for proposed Parbold B.C. sch 

Wolverhampton.—E.C. received approval for erec- 
tion of Warstones West C.S. sch. (£176,800 est.) in 
1953/4 panes. 


for eight houses on 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q ee accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Erection of 138 houses at Mastrick. 
“A, Hall & Son (Builders), Ltd., £202,318 (exten- 
sion of present contract). 

Acton.—Reconstruction of ‘“ Leamington Hotel,” 
Horn-la., under supervision of Charles Courtier & 
Co., consulting surveyors, an — st., gine W.3. 
Shepherds (East ve. & “a 





Richard Costain, Ltd. ‘ 13,700 
Hillington Decorators 
Loweth & Sons 8,456 


tSheppard & Short, Ltd. 

Altrincham.—100 “ Wates ’ houses at Vieeweaed 
estate, for T.C.: *Holland and Hannen & Cubitts, 
Ltd., London. 

Amble. om of 26 houses, for U.D.C.: 
Carse & Sons, Ltd., Amble, £32,000. 

th NB of 16 houses in Fitzalan-rd. 
and 12 at West Tanfield, for R.D.C. _ Architect, 
H. B. Richardson, 3, Skinnergate, Darlington : 
*Raine Bros., Loraine- -cres., Darlington. 

Belshill.—Erection of 100 houses at East Park- 


head housi site, for Lanarkshire C.C. Samuel 
MacColl (A.), architect, County-chbrs., Beckford- 
st., Hamilton West. Excavation, brick, building 


and allied works: *Louden & Inglis, Ltd., Coat- 
bridge, £58,142 ; Joinery,  F pentey. lazing & allied 
works: *D, & W. Nimm erwell-Wishaw, 
£37,553; rooftiling, roughicasting ead allied works: 
*John Young, Bellsh Som; plumbing, sanitary 
engineering and ohed works: *Robert W. Muir, 
Ltd., Motherwell-Wishaw, £18,603; plaster, lathing, 
cement and allied works: *George Bryson & Co., 
Ltd., Motherwell-Wishaw, £6,035; electrical fittings, 
installations and allied works: *D. Henderson & 
td., Glasgow, £4,159; painting, siacoraling 
and allied 1 works: *George Law & Sons, Ltd., Bells- 
i 
Blaydon-on-Tyne.—Erection of 10 houses at Pipe 
Bridge, Rowlands Gill, for U.D:C.: “Direct Labour. 
Blyth.—Erection of 98 houses on the Cowpen 
estate, for T.C. D. Fas Boro’ E.: *R. Hush, 


Union:st. & houses); *J. & W Simpson, Cowpen- 
rd. (8); *f. H. Nicholson, High-st. (28); *J. E. 
Dover, Croft-rd. (28); and *G. Towers & Son, 


Union-st. (20). (All Blyth firms.) 
Boldon.—Erection of 40 houses on section 3 of 
ae Boldon Colliery ‘housi estate, for UDC. 
ae Edmondson, §.: *R. Brown & Son (South 
Shields), Ltd., 24, Lord-st., South Shields, £52,564. 
erat ord.—Two houses and two shops at Boltby- 
for T.C.: *Direct Labour, £5,900. 
gS children’s homes on the Parkside 
estate, for T.C.: *A. Jeffery & Sons (Hove), Ltd., 


£7, 800. 

Busby.—Erection of _housi scheme at the 
Stations rd. site, for Lanarkshire C.C. Samuel 
MacColl (A.), architect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st. 
Hamilten West. Excavation, brick, building and 
allied works: *F. W. Collins, Ltd., Rutherglen, 
£15,273; carpentry, joinery, glazing and allied 
works: *Thomas Henderson & Sons, Ltd., Stone- 
house, £9,881; rooftiling, reu heastin and allied 
works: *A. ©. Why o., Ltd., Glasgow 
£2,073; plumbing, pont AI ang neering. and allied 
works: *Thomas Atkinson tonehouse, ‘£3,237; 
plaster, lathing, cement and allied works: *Archi- 
ald MacKellar, Ltd., Glasgow, £1,292; electricity 
fittings, installation and allied works: *Brown & 
Inglis, Ltd., New Stevenston, £1,616; fais: de- 
corating and allied works: 7 Alexan er, Torrence 
Ltd., Motherwell-Wishaw, £96 
Cockermouth.—50 houses | * “Slatefell estate, for 

-D.C.: *T. Armstrong, L Cockermouth, £66,253. 
rawford.—Housi oe: at the Crawford Site, 
for Lanarkshire C. Samuel MacColl (A.), archi- 

tect, ‘County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 
ay Mey brick, building and allied works: *J. & 

J. Baxter, iLtd., Lanark, £12,971; joinery, carpentry, 
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glazing and allied works: *Gilchrists, Lid., Les- 

meee, £6,041. (Other contracts let.) 
Gateshead.—Erection of 16 houses in Southend- 

rd., for T.C. H. J. Cook, Chief A.: *Direct Labour. 

Glasgow. —Erection of new prim. sch., Langa-st., 
Somes, for Corporation. John MacNab (F.), archi- 

t, , Bath-st., Glasgow: “Brown, Frazer & 
Oat Ltd., £14, 

Glasgow.—Works for the Scottish Gas Board 
(Glasgow Division) at. the Dawsholm Gas Works. 
D. F. Young, M.Inst. Gas Eng., Glasgow Gas Offices, 
» Voor John-st., Glasgow, C.1: *The Fram 
Reinforced Concrete Co. (Scotland), Ltd., Gila: 
and *Newton Chambers & Co., Ltd,, orne. iffe. 
Sheffield. 

Halesowen.—18 houses at Hasbury Farm estate, 
for T.C.: *A. H. Farmer, Ltd., 27, Attwood-st., 
Halesowen, £25,621 

Halifax.—Four blocks of 12 flats at Illingworth 
South estate, for T.C.: *E. & T. Bower, Ltd. 
Rookery-la.; ‘one block of 12 flats: *J. Walker & 
Son, Ltd., Highroad Well. 

Hampstead. —Additions to Decca Record Studios, 
Broadhurst-gdns., Hampstead: *Baileys Builders & 
ee. © Ltd., George-rd.. New Malden, 

urrey. 

Huddersfield.—Conversion of “‘ Holly Bank” as a 
school for spastic children: *H. Castle & Son, Ltd., 
Brighouse, £9,941. 

ilkeston.—50 houses at me Hallam estate, for 
B..: *Sherwin Building & Contracting Co., Ltd., 
Hickings. la., Stapleford, £64,809 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of 82 houses at Annisland. 
Norman Mostodmeen (F.), architect, 147, West 
by ent-st., Glasgow : *John Lawrence (Glasgow), 

Blythswood, Glasgow. 
ag Fat of flats, Grange Park-rd. 


Wallis and Stanley, Ltd., Highgate, N.6. 441 
Cawood, Wharton’ & ated td., §.E.7 j 33,643 
R. Harrison, ss * 7 ive . 32,660 
J. Argue, Ltd., 32,305 
Davies Bros. Cbentinaret ‘A, Ltd., Back 
ny Hill ‘ei a W,916 
T. Swaffer, Litd., BT he . 30,900 
eae & Co., Ltd., S. ‘El 30,455 
bt, = J. Jerram, Lid., ‘East ‘Ham, B.6 ... 30,394 
. Clements, E.11 30,107 
. H. Young (Leyton), Lid., Ele 29,978 
& “Paine & Sons, E.10 29,000 
Lowest tender “submitted to M.O.H. & L.G. ‘for 
approval. 
Erection of maisonettes and flats, Park Grove-rd. 
ot & Co., Lid., 8.E.16 ... <a kaa ... £52,348 
_ W. Rowner & Co., tat S.EB.1 ... ...» 92;499 
a Swaffer, Ltd., E.7 50,751 
William J. Jerram, +. ‘East Ham, E.6 ... 50,435 
8. B. Budge & Co., ... 60,544 
*Davies Bros. Bockinest “Hin), Ltd., 167, 
Queens-rd., Buckhurst Hill s+» 49,000 


(Subject to M.O.H. & L.G. approval.) 

Liverpool.—Works for City Council:—Erection of 
Civil Defence Control Centres, Bowring Park and 
Thingwall-la.. Knotty Ash: *Brook Constructions 
(Liverpool), Ltd., 3, Blake-st., Liverpool 3, £6,278 ; 
Reynolds Park and “ Abbots Lea,” Woolton: *W. 
pperg & Son, Belle Vale-rd., Gateacre, Liverpool, 

Bight houses at Brook House estate: *W. A. 











LONDON AIRPORT. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 
HANGAR 


Architect: KEITH MURRAY 
(Ramsey, Murray & White) 
in association with the 


Consulting Engineers: SCOTT & WILSON 


Contractors : 


HOLLAND & HANNEN and CUBITTS LTD. 


PATENT GLAZING, 
LANTERN LIGHTS 
« PUTTY GLAZING 


ANOTHER 
CONTRACT 1, 


AYGEE 


England’s Largest Glazin 1g 
Contractors 


LONDON, S.t 
WATerloo 6314 (10 lines) 
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McDonald & Co., Ltd., 157, Breckfield-rd. North, 
ee 5, £12,963 (in lieu of a previously 

accepted); roads and sewers at Sereeees 
: “Lloyd & Cross, Lid., 68, Argyle-st., Bi 
houses at Horrocks-ave.: 


nhead, £94,576; 36 
Ltd., 103, Rockbank-rd., 


*fibberts wry 
Liverpool 13, 

London (Air Hainletry).—Contracte to value of 
£500 or over for week ended November 1 :— 
Resurfacing work: Tarmas, Ltd., Wolverhampton ; 
Crowley Russell & Co., Lid., Castleford, Yorkshire; 
Winksworth Quarries, Ltd., ndon, N.1. Fuel 
— e. Dennis & Son, Ltd., Camelford, 
Cornwall; Thackray & Co., Ltd., ‘Huntingdon. 
Denetraction’ oF baffle : Ma yerete, ‘Ltd., London, 
8.W.1. Ventilating and edlieg services ; Young, 
Austen & Young, Ltd., Leicester. 

BE work: Johi’ Laing & Son, Ltd., London, 
N.W.7; Fred Pearson & Co., td., Doncaster ; 
Markwell, Holmes & Hayter, Lid., Hull; Geo. 
Argent & Co., Pembroke; F. Parkinson, Ltd., "Black- 
poo! ; Henry W. Pollard & Sons, Bridgwater, 
Somerset. General maintenance work: Haymills 
(Contractors), Ltd., London, W.5. 


L.c.c.—The undermentioned contracts exceedin 
£2,500 placed by the — during the peri 
September 10 to October 3: 

Construction of Ciena and other works for 
Battersea egg College of Domestic Science, 
Bridge, Walker td. Provision of pre-catering 
o pre- tas 7g accommodation at Haverstock cty. 

sch., St. Pancras, W. Richards & Sons 
(Hendon), Ltd. Erection of Bishop’s Bridge-rd. 
cty. prim. sch., Allen Fairhead & Sons, . Im 
foe to "sanitary accommodation at Rushey 


reen sch., Plassy-rd., §.E.6, Jones & Fraser, Ltd. 
War damage repairs at Johanna cty. prim. 
sch., Lambeth, owe & White, Ltd. 


Horticultural work at Glenbrook and Langbourne 
cty. prim. schs., Mr. George G. Whitelegg. Elec- 
trical installation at Dulwich Hamlet sch., Camber- 
well, Powerlite Electrical Installations, Ltd. Con- 
struction of service buildings at Paterson Park, 
W. H. Streeter, Ltd. Construction of drainage 
oon at Southwark Park, W. H. Gaye & 


L.c.C.—Erection of the first section of Battersea 
Tplaiae College of Domestic Science. 
H. Rae & Sons, Ltd., Kingston-on- 


ss ees «+, £26 
R. Holford & Co., Lid., Guildford ~.. 25,509 
James Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd. 

Wandsworth 24,588 
H. H. F. Roll, Ltd., 24,090 
ge & Fairbairn td. Camberwell :.. 23,499 
©. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn ......_ 22,848 
J. Fant & Son, Lid., Wandsworth .-» 22,596 
Clarke, Barton & Co., 'Ltd., oe . 22,526 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham . ‘ == 


*Bridge, Walker, Ltd., Lambeth ad 21,970 
The comparable estimate ry the architects’ in 

private practice responsible for the work is £22,500. 
L.C.c. Te poe Hd of Ses Hill-rd. county primary 

school (St. Marylebo! 

Yeomans & Portners. Ltd., St. siatvietens Se 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Isli 220 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Maryle 67,900 


F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., EC. e+ 67,578 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminste 67,480 
Frank Batty’ and Smith, Ltd., Paddington 65.688 

. Roberts & re Ltd., Westminster 64,957 

’ P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., pes 63,973 
William Lacey (Hounslow), Lid., Middlesex 63,672 
H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Muswell Hill 61,958 


*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wemb x 59,647 
The comparable estimate of the architects in 
tivate practice responsible for the work is £59,473 
The lowest tender accepted with an omission order 

te allow for economies. 
London (Metropolitan Police).—Metropolitan 

police building work. ——e over £3,000 :— 

Erection of nine flats at 347, Grange-rd., 8.E.19, 

and seven flats at 23, Beulah ‘hill, S.E.19, ¥. Troy 

& Co., Ltd., £42,178 
Contracts under 25,000 :—41-43, Lawrence-rd., Bow, 

Websters os os Marylebone Police 

Station, J. H. & W. Hea Ltd., Paragon Works, 

Retreat-pl., Beckers. dca "Butters & Sons. 
{London (M bo ie wang ~ pl placed by M.O.W. 

during week pnt Octobe 
London: Hanway House, Wl, Internal decora- 

tions, C. & T. Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., Harles- 
den, N.W.10; Wallace’ Collection, Hertford House, 

Manchester-sq., W.1, External repairs, Dearsley & 

Garter. Ltd., 91, King-st.. Hammersmith, W.6; 

te 1, Government-bidgs., Kidbrooke, S.E.3, Resur- 
facing road and foot paths, British Bitumen Emul- 
Lid., Dundee-rd. Trading Estate, peas. 

Bucks. Bedfordshire : ae Storage De; 

Tempsford Airfield, Bedford, Adaptations, 

Wrycroft & Sons, 13, Huntingdon-st., Neots, 

Hunts. Denbighshire: M/F Oak Site Trading 

Estate, Vicoxhes ae tations and repairs, 

Evans & So ge 4 rd., Wrexham. 
East ities Stores Airfield, 
Fortune, Treatment bg rote of 7 aa _ The 

chatel Asphalte Co. 1Ad., aoe. & Ed 

Nottinghamshire : ‘MO y Pon rag Depot, Rudding- 

ton, Repairs and a ‘ae concrete and tarred 
maca roads, Fleximastic Roofs & Asphalte, 

Ltd., Barkley-rd., Leicester. Shropshire : 

Commission, South Hermitage, Shrewsbury, Erec- 

tion of 10 houses, M. A. Boswell, Ltd., School-st., 

Wolverhampton. Somersetshire : Lulsgate Bottom, 

Airfield, Somerset, Wy; irs and decorations J. 

Maunder, New-rd., Cheddar, Somerset. Warwick 

shire: Post Office Factory, Fordrough-la., Birming- 


he Neu- 


—- 
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ham, Additions to “‘K” block, C. B 
Lid. 


ant & Son, 
Whitmore-rd., Small Hea ; Birming- 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ** EFEMBE, Holb, London "* 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. during week ended October 25:— 

Lancashire: Roof repairs, RK. 8. Ainscough, Ltd., 
Oldham. Yorkshire : uilding work, Fowlers (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Harrogate ; i, Danang work, F. Shep- 
herd & Son, Lta., York. Surrey. rovision and in- 
stallation of pressure filters, Unjted Filters & Engi- 
neering, Ltd., London, §.W.15. Wiltshire : Building 
work, R. J. Leighfield & Sons, Ltd., Swindon. 
Hosen, Bi Repairs to sea wall, Percy Bilton, Ltd., Lon- 
on 
Mansfield.—58 houses at Debdale estate, for B.C.: 
*C. H. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Mansfield, £69,964. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 28 houses at Park 
End, for T.C.: *P. Shannon, 21, Phillips-ave., 
Middlesbrough, £38,268 

Middlesbrough. —Construction * children’s home 
at Berwick Hills, for T.C. J. A. Kenyon, B.E.: 
*Direct Labour, £5, 900. 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.—E.C. has started work on 
new Denton-sq. prim. sch. Architect, C. 8. Erring- 
ton, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle: *R. W. Bell & 
Co. (Builders), Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., Jesmond, New- 
castle, £120,000 

Nottingham. —Completion of St. Teresa’s R.C. sch., 
Glencairn-dr., Aspley: *W. H. Herries, Ltd., Not- 
tingham, £57,600 (est.). 

Nuneaton.—Erection of 220 houses on the Camp 
Hill housing estate: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 


Renfrewshire. —Plans prepared for new workshops, 
also ae building to be erect at Inchinnan 
Bridge. Austin Bent (A.), architect, 15, Palmer- 
ston-pl., Westen Edinburgh : *Alexander ’ MacLean 
& Son, "Glasgow. 








BROADS 


POCKET DRAINAGE 
CATALOGUE 


a friend . 


in need 


BROAD & CO. LTD., PAODINGTON, W.2 








Boyle's ..zsz,. Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.16 
Tel.: LADbroke 2679 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 


























November 7 1952 


Richmond.—Nine flatlets at — st., for B.O. 
B.E., Hotham House, Heron-ct. £2 2s. Ten- 
ders by September 29. G. Stanley Weddle, M.Eng., 


Borough Engineer, Hotham House, Heron-ct. 
ane eg by N. O. Waumsley, F.R.LC. 
H. Gibson, Ltd., iy London- rd., 


“wnsriien Heath . £8,782 
James Shackell & Co.. “Ltd., 182, Finchley- 

rd., N.W.3 
*a. EB. Mace & “Son,  Ltd., 98, “London. rd., 

Kingston-on- Thames pe st Gs 

Richmond.—Painting work for B.C. “Contract 1: 
135 houses at Manor-gr.; contract 2: 50 houses at 
Dancer, Davil] and North roads; contract 3: 89 
houses at Carrington-rd. and King’s Farm-ave. G. 
Stanley Weddle, M.Eng., Borough Engineer, 
Hotham House, Heron-ct. Contract No. 1: *J. E. 
Paterson & Sons, 186, West Green-rd., N.15, £1,569. 
Contract No. 2: *J. 8. Bramley, 29, Beckford-rd., E. 
Croydon, £440. Contract No. 3: *J. E. Crabb, 136a, 
Central-rd., Worcester Park, bineed, £1,035 

Rochdale.—11 bungalows Pg Bishop-st. : oT. 
Wilkinson & Sons, Ltd., £10, 

Saltburn (Yorks).  Sieltien OM 26 panees on the 


Marske-rd. estate, for U.D.C. Architect, C. D. 
Taylor, 41, Baxtergate, Whitby: *Westfield “Estates, 
Ltd., Redcar. 


Tipton.—Erection of 66 houses, Park-la., West 
estate, for B.C. Frank K. Green, A.I.A.A., Boro’ 
Housing Architect, Tipton: *Austin & Co., Daw 
End-la., Rushall, Walsall, £94,046. 

West Hartl lepool. —Works Panes 2 in Greatham- 
st., for Expand Metal Co., Ltd.: *Cargo Fleet 
Iron Co., Ltd., Middlesbrough. 

Whitefield.—12 houses for U.D.C.: *W. Lionel 
Gray (1933), Ltd., Farnworth (extension of contract). 

Whitley Bay. —Erection of eight houses at ee 
dr., for U.D.C.  E. Roberts, S.: *C. Dunleavy, 29, 
Balkwell-ave., North Shields, £12,267. 

Worcs.—Erection of Kidderminster merge of 
Further Education, for 0.C.: *Wm. Cooper & Son 
(Builders), Ltd., West-st., Blackheath, £125,204. 











KILN DRIED, P.T.&G., ENDS MATCHED 
wv id w ” id 
q'x 3" & 4" & # x2 
IN OAK, BEECH, MAPLE, TEAK, GURJUN, 
MUHIMBI, LOLIONDO, etc. 


FLOORING BLOCKS K.D., T.&G. 


MITCHELL BROS. (Liverpool) LTD. 
MARK STREET, LIVERPOOL 5 











THE ESSEX STEEL 


SCAFFOLDING 2 E 


SALES, HIRE 

ERECTION 

CRADLES 

9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 









TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
Registered Office: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 


Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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